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PREFACE. 



THESE Difcourfes were taken in 
fliort-hand at the time of delivery, 
by a . perfon not in the fame reli- 
gious community with the preacher. A 
few neceflary correftions of grammatical 
inaccuracies have been fmce made j and, in 
-fome inftances, a more complete citation 
of the texts adduced. In quotations made 
from memory, it muft frequently happen 
that the words are not quite exaft. It fuf- 

A a ficiently 
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ficiently anfwered the fpeaker's purpofe if 
the general import of the paflage was con- 
veyed, and expreflions, which thus qualify 
the citation, are frequently introduced, and 
always to be implied. 

It is well known that the miniftirs of the 
religiouis fpciety, with whom the author' of 
t^efe Difcourfes profefled, difclaim all pre- 
vious ftudy in the conipoiition of their ex- 
temporaneous fermons. It cannot, there-» 
fore,, be expedled that they ihpulcl Be exa£l 
in methodical arrangement, qr abound in 
the embellifliments of modern eloquence. 
What was not attempted it is no difgrate 
not to have attained. It may, however, 
perhaps, juftty be a matter of doubt whe-^ 
ther that zeal and energy of delivery, which 
^rife from the feelings of the moment, may 
not, in their efFeft? on the audience, more 
than counterbalance the cool corre6lnefs of 
ftudied oratory. The Qua^cei's lay down 
few dogmas, and feldom enlarge on thofe 
myfterious points of theology which have 
fp muqh divided the Chriftian world, and 

bav§ 
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liaVd trtoftly 'occafioned contention inptd^ 
portion to their obfcurity. The dodtrin^ 
of univerfal grace, of which a manifefta- 
tion, or portion, is given to. every mart, 
and by obedience to which he is enabled t6 
fulfil his duty, and to walk acceptably with 
his Creator, is the leading principle of that 
fociety, who hold, as the neceflary refult 
of it^ that true worfhip confifts in a hum-^ 
ble proftration of heart and communion of 
fpirit with the Father of mercies, and is 
therefore perfedly confident with a ftate 
of filence. Thefe points are inculcated in 
the following pages, perhaps, to a degree of 
tautology, for which an extraft from one 
of the Difcourfes, in the preacher's own 
words, may fumifh the beft excufe. 

** Though it is probable that what I 
" have fometimes delivered may have been 
•^ more or lefs fimilar to that which I have 
" aforetime delivered, yet I hope that evert 
" a repetition of doftrines and advices^ 
" which we are urged to deliver from a 
•* fenfe of .duty, may not be as water fpilt 
A3 •* upon 
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** upon a ftonCi but may have a tendency 
** (if not to convey any material informa-. 
** tion to the underftanding) to ftir up at 
*^ leaft the pure mind by way of remem-^ 
^' brance/' 

The love of fame, taken as a general 
principle, and including the defire of being 
efteemed and approved by one's friends, 
frequently mingles itfelf with our bell mo* 
lives. But, though this paffion may, in a 
public preacher, receive fome gratification 
from the filent and folemn attention of the 
hearers, it would fcaycely excite a prudent 
man to expeA any increafe of reputation 
from the publication of Difcourfes, of 
which the fubje6l and arrangement were 
not pre-conceived, and the expreffions fuch 
as were fuggefted at the ihftant. In the 
prefent inftance, at leaft, no imputation of 
this fort can arife to the author of thefc 
Difcourfes, who is removed from the fcene, 
and the influence of all earthly paflions. 
The apology for the prefent publication 
lefts on the hope that impreffions of a falti- 

tary 
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Ifaryrtttei^ nM[y, by this thcans, fee reneW- 
^ bii jiach minds as ate iinc&rely defirous 
of fulfilling the dutieis of their ftation, aiid 
of reaching the haven of eternal reft. 

A frknd of the author has favoured us 
with the following brief account of him. 

Thomas Letchworth was born at Wood- 
t)rid§e, in the county of Suffolk, in the 
year 1739. His parents were of the people 
called Quakers, and his father^ a tradef^ 
•man in that town, was a preacher aniong 
them. In that religious fociety^ the earn- 
ings of honeft induftry are thoughjfc to be a 
OTode of maintenance more confiftent with 
the evangelical qualifications required in a 
ChriftiaH minifter, and with the influence 
-he ought to poflefs in his congregation^ 
than legal ftipends or gratuitous contribu- 
;tion^, which too frequently ocdafion con- 
tention in the one inftance, or dependence 
in the other. He received from his father, 
who had a numerous family, the common 
4£rducation of a boarding-fchool at Hart- 
iftord, and was afterwards put apprentice to 

A 4 a 
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alinen-draper at Epping, In the e^ly pail: 
of his life, he was of a confumptive habit 5 
. and this imperfeft ftate of his health pro- 
bably, confpired with a difpofitioh, naturally 
jrefle6tive and ferious, to imprefs on his 
mind a ftrong fenfe of the vanity of hu- 
man defires, and the importance of reli- 
"gious duty. Before he was twenty years of 
age, he began his minifterial fervices, in 
which he was particularly defirous to incul- 
cate on the minds of young people a fre- 
quent confideration of their latter end, and 
of the awful concerns of futurity^ His 
Difcourfes were copious, animated, and pa- 
thetic ; but, perhaps, not altogether free 
from a certain inflation of language, tp 
which men pf fervid imaginations, in eXf 
preffing their firft conceptions, arefrequent- 
ly fubjeft. His fervices were, however, 
moftly acceptable, and he fpent a confidera- 
ble portion of his time in vifiting different 
parts of the country on a religious account. 
-At this period, he kept a ftiop in Crifpin- 
ilneet, Spital-fields, whence he removed to 
r Amp thill. 
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Ampthili, in Bedfordfhire, but afterwards 
jreturned to London, in which city, br its 
vicinity, he continued to refidetill near his 
deceafe. 

He was not much converfant in the learn- 
ed languages, but his reading in his 
native tongue was pretty extenfive. Hif- 
tory, natural philofophy, the rudi- 
ments of medicine and anatomy, the lead- 
ing principles of aftronomy, and even 
the charms of poetry, furniflied him with 
matter of meditation and amufement ^n his 
leifure hours. But his favourite ftudy was 
the myfterious operations qf the human 
mind, the paffions which a6luate it, the 
nature of its union with the body, the 
reafonable hope of its immortality, the 
principles of identity, liberty, neceffity, 
and .all thofe branches which conftitute the 
fublime but obfcure fcience of metaphyfics. 
He was well verfed in moft of the writers 
on thefe fubje6ls, nor did the different opi- 
nions of religious fefts, both in his own and 
iii former periods of hiftory, efcape his clofe 
examination. The dernier refult of his en- 
quiries 



pSLpu^ #d\ftid among lu6 llitftoferi|i¥^ v^M 
that very ddb 5 iaAd it amPi to be v»i(htd 
that every inquiry and controverfy cottteeasi-k 
usg flick Mijef^s miglit t»nMnatJ6 ia the 
;&me humibib and liberd Aiauner^ 

" Froiti am honeft intetitioa of a^^|; 
'^ confiftefttly widi ^ relbtioft f bear t6 
*^ Oodj my.Mafcer, and to myfellbw-crtai* 
" turds^ I have carefully renewed moft oiT 
*^ therdlgiousfentiments, onthofefkbjefts^ 
'* hdd by any fociety of tnen in the known 
" world. I have put a |)eriod to my re- 
" fcarthes into the books attd opinions of 
" imen, and have conciluded to refign my- 
" felf in; fomre to the guidance of thofe 
" fenfeitiotts which t feel to increafe my 
•* love to God and to iftankihd, and to pur- 
** fue fuch meafures of conduft in religion 
" andmorality, the profecutibn of which 
" gijves ttie the moft peace J and to judge no 
" man, neither pretend to exalt my opinions 
^^ artd^prafiiicestbjudgeofthereaitudeofd^ 
*^ th« nietts by. Let othfers do As th^ 

_*' will-. 
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^ will, ^ for me I will endeavour to fedk 
•• peace, and enfue it. A man cannot be 
•* happy, whatever notions, or opinions, 
he may hold, or whatever meafures of 
conduft he may purfue, unlefs, in the 
*^ holding of fuch opinions, and in being 
" found in the profecution of fuch mea- 
*' fures, he feels himfelf eafy and comfort- 
*• ed at heart. Let this rule of my future 
** conduft be terthed erroneous, defeftive, 
" aiiillufion, or what not — it is the beft 
^* rule of my faith and manners which t 
^* have been able to find after a clofe enqui- 
"" ry of fiftfeen years. Glory to God in the 
** Aigbejly on earth peace^ and good-wiii io 
^ tritny is, and I hope ever will be, the Ian- 
'* guage of my fouL Amen.'* 

At what time this fummary of his re- 
searches wis Written does not appear 5 pro- 
bably fome years before his deceafe. The 
following extracts from three letters, written 
to a friend during his laftillnefs, the two lat- 
ter a fiKMt time before his death, will fhew 
thatthefe fentiments retained their impref- 

iion 
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fion to the laft : they will fliew that b« 
poffeffed what, in fuch moments, it is bet*. 
ter to poflefs than the treafures of the rich 
or the knowledge of the learned, a fpirit of 
refignation and peace, and a humble but 
earneft hope in the mercies of the Almigh^ 
ty. 

" Fourteenth of the twelfth months 1783. I 
" am now better than when thou lefteft me. 
*' My little bark fprang a leak fome months 
" ago, which gradually gained on the pump 
" until every effort to fave her feemed to be 
" made in vain, and deftruftion feemed in^ 
" evitable. The moment was awful, but 
*V not fearful. I felt an entire refignation 
" to the appointment of our heavenly Fa^ 
" ther. I have not to tell of being lifted 
" up to extacy in vifipns, nor of my fears 
" having been alarmed by any terrific 
" dreams. To God, my Maker, I looked 
" fingly. My dependence was fixed on 
" him alone. A fober humbling fenfe of 
*' his -prefcnce and providence prevented 
*/ fear, and infpired hope." 

" Eleventh 



( xiii ) 

" Eleventh of the ninth month, 1734, I 

*• find myfelf ftill lofing flefh,,and rather 

'* weaker, but, in fome other refpe^ls, ra- 

^* t her better. I know not what to think. 

^* Here I am - 

•' Saf(? in the ihands of one difptefing Power, 
"Or in the natal, or the mortal, hour,*' , 

.*^ enjoying every gleam 'of funfhinc td 

" the utmoft, and bearing, with as much 

^^ patience and refignation as poffible, the 

.^* cloudy day^ and ftarlefs nights fome- 
*' times allotted nje under theprefent dif^p 

" penfation." 

** T^wenty-eighth of the tenth month i 1784. 
" This diforder has much reduced my flefli 
*^ and my ftrength.3 but I am fcarcely in 
" any pain 5 nqr anj I fenfible at prefent of 
" anyfymptom which threatens any. The 
^^ account I received by thy letter of our 
*' friend ****** afFe6led me much.. We 
'^ feem to be in 4 fimilar weak fiate, and 
'^ as it were diflblving apace into the earth 
*' whence we originally fprang 5 for, dufl 
■ * ihou art^ and to duji thou Jhalt return ; 
^^ and, whenever we die^^ whether foon or 

!' late, 
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^' late, I hope we fliall have an unfhaken 
*' truft in the common Father of us att, 
" and refign to the common lot of all flefh 
•* with compofure and without regret* Re- 
*' member me not as a forfaken and mifera* 
" ble man, for I enjoy even now, and fuf- 
** fer but little, very little, comparatively 
** Ipeaking. I rgoice in the good provi- 
^' deSice of God, which is over us all con- 
^' tinually for our good, and is alike gra- 
** ciouis to allhi^ creatures in what he gives 
" and what he denies them. And, in all 
" the difpenfations of his wifdom, let us 
*** truft in him, our common l^'ather, Pro- 
*• te6J:or, and Friend,** 

He at length gradually funk under the 
flow but irrefiftible force of a confumption, 
and departed on the* 7th of the eleventh 
month, (November,) i784,at the houfeof 
a friend at Newbury, in Berkfliire. From 
the foregoing account of the ftate of his 
mind, it is almoft needlefs to add that he 
met death with a becoming and humble for- 
titude. He was interred, at his own re- 

queft^ 
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queft, in the Quakers burial-ground at 
Reading, on t^ 14th of the month above- 
mentioned ; and His funeral was attended 
by a great number of his friends, who were 
defirous of teftifying their efteem for his^ 
memory by this laft mark of attention. 



N. B. the frji Difcourfe in this colkaion 
has been incorreSily printed in Ireland^ and 
attributed to another preacher. It is now 
printed from a more correSi copy^ and refto-^ 
red to th proper owner. 
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D I S C O U R S E L 

THERE is apaflageof facred writ 
which has been revived in my re- 
. meinbrance during the filence of 
this meeting 3 and the train of reflexions 
which it excited has fealed inftruftion to my 
mind, and furniftied me with renewed caufe 
'for humiliation and gratitude. The im-. 
port of it is this : Men and brethren^ what 
Jhallwe do to befaved? 

No perfon, who ferioufly bplieves in the 
exiftence of a God, in a future ftate, and 
in the ' awful doftrine of reyvards and pu- 

B nifliments. 
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niftiments, can be indifFerent refpe6ling 
what may be his jot, when he Ihall be dif- 
poflefled of this frail tabernacle of clay 
which he now inhabits, and which is ap- 
proaching to the period of its diffolution. 
It cannot be a matter of indifference to 
him, whether he fliall finally receive the ir- 
revocable fentence of Go, ye curfed^ into 
the regions of unfpeakabte mifery ; or, 
Come^ ye blejfed of my Father^ inherit the 
kingdom prepared for the righteous \ — en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord, and into 
thy Matter's teft. 

This concern has prdnipted mariy to en- 
quire what is efTentiaily neceflary for them 
to believe and pradtife, iii bi^er to tender 
themfelves the proper objefts of divine 
complacence, and furnifti thipm with a 
iXrell-grotmded hope of a happy and glo- 
rious immortality. 

' The honeft and fincere, in every nation 
under heaven, hive formfed differeiit ideas 
of the requilites of falvation; aiid they 
have, of courfc, purfued as different mea- 

fures 
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lures to accomplifli that defiratlle and blef- 
fed end. 

It does not appear to be my prefent bu- 
finefs to paiticularife any of the various 
lyftems of faith which are adopted by any- 
party amongft mankind. It is not to con* 
trovert taatters in which fineere men of va- 
rious denominations moft furely believe, 
but rather to recommend them to ftand o- 
pen always to convi6lion, and to a ftrifit 
attention to thofe rules of conduft, wHich, 
-on an impartial examination, appear to 
ihem moft agreeable 4o the will of heaven. 
I Ibill therefore addrefs myfelf to thofe, in 
whatever religious focitty they are found, 
'whofe honed: iftquiries hftve not yet been 
\ attended with fuflkient convi^ion, -*- have 

I -not yet led -them clearly t6 perceive what 

-iht terms *re on which their future happi- 
pinefs depends, and are, therefore, looking 
one upon another^ whilft this important 
^ queftion is found at leaft in their Jbearis^ 

if not in their mouths, * Men-ami In-ethren^ 
^wbatjhall we do to befaved ? An inquiry of 

B 2 this 
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this folemn nature, arifing from a proper 
fenfibility of the want of better inftruc- 
tion, is an indication of that concern and 
holy anxiety which will ever be acceptable 
to the Father of fure mercies. He regards 
fuch humble inquirers, after truth and peace 
with him, with gracious condefcenfion, 
and, if they rely on the guidance of his Spi- 
rit, will finally condud: them to his glorious 
reft. 

I (hall not prefume arrogantly to di6latc 
to any, refpeftihg matters of fo important a 
concern as that of the foul's falvatiqn. E- 
very man ftiould exerclfe thofe talents and 
gifts, with which the Father of Lights has 
endued him^ in a clofe and fincere attention 
to the voice of the internal teacher, and in 
thedifcovery of thofe truths, both pra6lical 
and fpeculative, which have an immediate 
relation to the happinefs of a being circum- 
ftanced as he is. I (hall (imply propofe 
thofe things which, in my view, and from 
my own experience as an individual, ap- 
pear 
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pear to me worthy of God for their author, 
and worthy of man's moft ferious attention. 
It is an indifputable truth that we made 
notourfelves : It is be that hatb made us ^ 
faid the Pfalmift, and not nve ourfehesy for 
wearealfo his offspring. The matter which 
forms the univerfe^ the vehicles which the 
foul informs, and the more noble intellec- 
tual powers and faculties we poflefs, derive 
their being from the eternal Fountain of 

^ all power and intelfigence, whom we cha- 
ra£lerifc by the awful names of Jah, Jeho- 
vah, and God. It is alfo indifputably evi- 
dent to me, that we were brought into ex- 
iftence with the benevolent defign of our 
finally fuftaining the confluent dignities of 
glory, honour, immortality, and eternal 
life. The Lord Almighty hath, in unfpeak- 
able mercy, dcfigned, that, after we have 
endured a feafon of probation, a conflidl 

' with Qur paffions, excited \>y numerous 

caufes, ^nd a fight ^ of affliftions, we 

(hould finally receive s^ glorious reward, ^ 

P 3 perpetuity 
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perpetuity of unmixed felicity, lA the it- 
gions of eternity. 

But this defirable arid excellent end is not 
to be efFefted by what is generally c^lkd 
Fate, the laws of neceffity, or the arbitra- 
ry will, power, or decree, of the Author of 
ourexiftence. God hath, in his wifdom,. 
conftituted us free and intelligent beings. 
He has endued us with faculties and pow- 
ers capable of apprehending and praftifing 
thofe efiential duties which hfc makes the 
condition of our final acceptance with him. 
He offers, but does not impofe 5 he gra- 
cioufly invites, but does not compel, us to 
accept of happinefs. Hefhews os thefpi- 
ritual Canaan, the land of the faints inhe- 
ritance, in every generation : he gives us 
power to poffefs, but does not compel us to^ 
enter therein. Good and evil arc clearly 
fet before us, but our eleftion is not con- 
ftrained to either. The ©economy of his 
moral government over rational beings is 
laid in divine wiftiom and eternal righteouf- 
nefs. The great Sovereign of the univerfe 

is 
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I is no rcfpcfter of perfons ; for, of one 

blood hath he made all nations that dwell 

on the face of the earth. They ftand in 

the fame* relation to the yniverfal Father, 

Shepherd, andBifliop, of fouls, who ten- 

\ derly invites the whole race of mankind to 

f c©me unto him that they may finally inherit 

J thejoy of his falvation. O unfpeakable mer- 

' cy ! unutterable theme I It is fufEcient to 

; awaken the moft glowing fenfations of ex- 

I altedand grateful praife to that God who is 

the falvation and glory of the righteous ge- 

I Derations, the rock of their Jlrength^ and their 

I everlajiing refuge. 

■ 

[ To this dp6lrine the holy apoftle bqre an 

ample and explicit teftimony: Qfa truths 

! (faid he,) I perceive that God is no refpeSter 

I of perfons^ biity in every nation ^ he tjpat fear-- 

eth hiniy and worketh righteoufnefs^ is qccepted 

I 'with him. 

Thus we fjijfl th?i it is the fe^r of tlje ^ 
Lord, and an ohedfence to the law of righ- 
I t^oufnefs, which are the terms alone by 

B 4 which 
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which men can be faved. If ye live after the 
fiejhyyejhalt die] butj if ye ^through the fpirity 
mortify the deeds of the body^ ye Jkall live. 
This is a propofition of univerf?il impor- 
tance; a propofition which relates to every 
individual in the vaft community of man- 
kind, however circumftanced, whether 
.bond or free, rich or poor, or in whatever 
climate they refide. 

All this may, indeed, be acknowledged 
both by thofe within and without the au- 
dience of my voice, who yet are in doubt 
what they jhall do to be faved with an ever- 
lafting falvation. They want to be infor- 
med of the precife ideas that fhould be af- 
fixed to the conditions contained in the 
text 5 although, perhaps, they readily ap- 
prehend that the terms life and death mean 
future happinefs ind mifery. 
' I ihairtherefore attempt, according %o 
the ability I am endued with at this feafon, 
to give you my thoughts on the important 
fubjedt under confideration. 

to 
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I 7'(7 live after thejlejh is to live in the gra- 

. tification of our animal appetites and paf- 

\ lions beyond the bounds of reafon, tempe- 

rance, and fobriety. All the works of 
darknefs, which, by the fame apoftle, are 

ij^ termed deeds of the body^. all pride, wrath, 

envy, hatred, covetoufnefs, with all the de- 

I ceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs, are, in o-. 

\ ther words, living after, the fiejh. Thefe 

I things not only tend to the injury of peace 

I and fociety, and are a bane to that happi- 

nefs which is the refult of genuine virtue e- 

Iven in this life ; not only introduce nume- 
rous errors into the animal and moral fyf- 
I tem, and aggravate the infirnrities to which 

thefe bodies are incident, but render us un- 
fit for thofe contemplations, and that fu- 
preme felicity, which are adapted to the 
dignity of rational and immortal fpirits* 
God, in his wifdom, hath made Inan a Ht-^ 
tie (and perhaps but a little) lower than 
the angels. He has endued him with a ca- 
pacity for contemplating and adoring him, 
the fource of uncreated excellence and per- 

feftion, 
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feSion, and wojild crown him with fupe- 
rior hpnour, glory, m^ happinefs, to what 
fenfual gratifications can eyer afford. Let 
us not then degrade ourfclves beneath that 
rank we were defigned to fill in creatioja^, 
but remember our immortal defcent, the 
caufe of our being, and its end. 

We have, indeed, bodies, and are impri-r 
foned within elements, which excite within 
us numerous appetites, afi^eftipns, andpaf-^ 
lions ; but ^M thefe are to be gratified with- 
In certain bQunds, in "a degree prgportion-r 
ed to our exige^ices and neccflities, of whicl> 
the fupreme intelligence has iipplajxted 
9 principle within us to judge. 

This principle of intelligence, although 
called by a variety of names, md diftin- 
gui(hed by various appellations, \n the v^r 
rious profeffions amongft inen, is one irj 
nature, and uniyerftl among^ piankind. 
It is the fpirit in man tb^t giveth a right 
underftandii}g : it is the light that (mqre 
or lefi) eniigbt^s every man: it is the 
word of God in the heart, and the word of 

faith 
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j feith which the apoftle preached to the Gen- 
tiles : it is the grace that hath appeared un- 
to ail men, teaching them to deny all un- 
godlinefe and the world's lufts, and to live 
righteoufly, ibberly, and godly, in. this pre- 
&nt world : and, finally, it is the fupreme 
reafon, the law of truth and redlitude, the 
teft of virtue and vice, which God himfelf 
hath placed in the hearts of all men^ and 
kappy are tho& who hear and obey it in all 
things. 

I would not be underftood to mean that 
this principle, of which I am fpeaking, is 
defigned to inftruft us in all truths which 

1 . the human mind may, in its own aftivity 
and wifdpm, attempt to inveftigate ; or^tfl> 
give us a clear infight into thofe numerous 

I fpeculative fubjeds, which have not only 

\ unprofitably employed mankind, and di- 
verted their attention -from things more 
fubftantial, but which have perplexed and 
divided them from generation to genera- 
tion. 

But^ 
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But, by the exercife of this pure, holy, 
heavenly, principle,, we may apprehend 
thofe truths which belong to us, and which 
have an effential relation to the prime end 
of our bdng. Of thefe truths the Father 
of Spirits has conftituted man an adequate 
jwdge. 

This is implied by the queftion which our' 
Lord himfelf propofed to a people mifled by 
the traditions of their fathers, and who 
had, through the negleft of this principle, 
taken for doftrine the commandments of 
men' : 27^, andmbyy even qf your/elves^ judge 
ye not what is right f 

The obligation to all oui* focial, relative, 
and religious, duties arifes from the rela-? 
tions we ftand in to our fellowrcreatures and 
to God, the holy author of our exiftencc. 
The general relation, which our fellowrcrea-.. 
tures ftand in to us, is^ that of brethren, 
children of the fame univerfal parent, fub- 
jc6l to the fame neceffities, and formed for 
the fame unfpeakably glorious and happy 
end. Hence it is our duty to exercife the 

^miablQ 
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amiable Virtues of love, forbearanccy kind- 
nefs, and charity, to all around us 5 to feek 
their happinefs, and lighten the weight of 
human mifery to the utmoftof our powen 
There are, alfo, various accidental rela- 
i tions amongft mankind, as mafter, fervant, 

' father, governor, and numerous others ; 

all which have their correfpondent duties. 
The relation we ftand in to the great Au- 
thor of our . being is" that of children, which 
is one and immutable at all times. A life, 
agreeable to that relation we ftand in to the 
j Lord Almighty, is that of filial fear. O- 

j bedience and worfhip are our indifpeniable 

i duty to him ; and the rules of juftioii, cha- 

rity^ and brotherly kindnefs, are indifpen- 
; fable obligations on us to the reft of man- 

I kind^ 

Thus far, perhaps, theperfons, whom I 

immediately addrefs at this tirtie, may con.- 

xur with me in fentiment : but they, as 

^ well as myfclf, are perhaps confcious of 

I having failed in numerous inftances of dif- 

ij^ / cliai-ging 
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charging their religious duties to God, and 
their fecial duties one to another. 

We have all finned y and fallen fijiort of the 
glory of God. We have multiplied our tranf- 
greflions without number, and our mani- 
fold iniquities rife before us as a thick 
cloud, obfcuring thebrightnefsof that Sun 
of eternri Righteoufriefs, which would o- 
therwife illumin^rte our underftandings with 
its marvellous lights. JVboy therefore^ (fays 
the humiliated penitent foul,) Jhatl deliver 
us from ibe body of this death? Who fnall 
take from us the weight of our fins, under 
which we groan inceffantly ? Wbojhall de^ 
liver ^us from the wrath to come? Men and 
brethren^ whatjhallwe dotobefaved? 

The conditions of our redemption, and 
reconciliation with the gracious Father «df 
^us all, are clearly expreffed in the oracles 
df facried truth. The placability of the di- 
vine nature is repeatedly aflatcd. He, with 
whom dwells wifdota, juftiee, righteouf- 
nefs, and ftrength, is alfo rcprefented to us 
in the glorious adorable charader of a God 

of 
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at mercy, long-fufffeting, and hdVei^-failm^ 
fcindnefs 5 a,S a Being ready to Wot out our 
tranfgrefllons frdtti the celfefMal regift^r cA 
bur fincefe repehtancc, and to reitiember 
them 60 mor6. He Will reftote tflito the 
humble |)enitent the joy of bis falvitioh : 
he ^ill guidl^ hira by his eounfta, and af* 
tcrwirds teteive Mm intb glory. 

This important and intetigfting dotfttinc 
thras typified under the kw, rpal:eii of by 
the proph#s, and giorioully allferted by ihd 
Son of Gody Who is trar mediatot with th^^ 
Father, and the hope of'-'aJl thfe righteous 
generations. Ill hi& chara^^et was difplay- 
td to mankind, in the moft emin'ent and 
ftr&ingrtiaitner, the prdvident cate, mercy, 
ind goodnefe, of God towards his wholfe 
rational oreatloh. Like ifheep they have 
gone^afti-ay Fr<Jtn the uhiver&l Sheplhfe^dand 
Biihbp 6f foiiU. They have fevottdff ivcfrA 
Ms ^o^mtaetatjiana* widely wattdered from 
€te path <Jf pui'ity aiad holififefs, which is 
alfo the path of pldafantnefe and peacfe 5 
that path of flflfoM rd^titude aftd truA, iivAk 

bright 
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bright and fliining light, which (like th« 
lumindus orb. after it arifes in our hemi-* 
iphere) fliines with increafing refulgence 
and fplendor till it arrive at the meridian 
altitude of glorious perfect day. The lights 
whicli fhines froni heaven on the under- 
(landings of men, will lead all thofe, who 
purfue its direction, by degrees of expe- 
rience, through thewildernefsof this world 
in perfect fafety : it will bring them, whea 
/the days of their warfare ^ accom- 
plifhed, to the grand end of their crea- 
tion, — to that complete fruition of blifs, 
which is figuratively reprefented to us by a 
city that has foundations, whofe builder and- 
maker is God ; a city, whofe walls are fal- 
vation, and whofe gates are eternal praife ; .^ 
a city, that has no need of the elementary 
light of the fun, moon, or ftars ; for, the 
Lord God and the Lamb are the light there- 
of : a city, where God reigneth triumphant- 
ly amongft his faints, and is to them an 
inexhauftible fountain of joy, light, and fe- 
licity, for ever. There the weary tribula- 

ted 
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ted pHgrim finds an end of all his anxiety 
and« labour j the days of his mourning are 
ended, and he receives the reward of his 
faith and patience, the fruition of his hopes, 
even the eternal falvation of his foul. 

The important meflage which Chrift, the 
glorious high-prieft of the Chriftian reli- 
gion, had in commiffion from his and our 
Father, from his and our God, was, that 
he compaffionated his creatures, incompaf- 
fed with fhe diftreffes that their fins had 
brought upon them, — that he willed* not 
their everlafting feparation from him> the 
fource of happinefs, but that he was wil- 
ling they fliould be recohciled to him. For 
this end, he called upon them to repent and 
he converted^ that their fins might be forgiven 
them, and that they might finally enter in- 
to his reft. 

This w;is the Interefting do£lrine which 
the Saviour of the world promulgated, and 
happy are thofe who hear and obey it ! 

Repent y and be converted^ that your Jim may 
Be forgiven ycu. It is not the aflent of the 

C lip, 
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Up, and of the tongue, to the glorious 
truths of the gofpel ; it is not the fplendid 
formality of high profeffion ; it is not cry- 
ing Lord, Lord ! in the hour of ftrong con- 
viftion ; but it is a furrender of the will 
and affeftions, a renovation of the heartand 
conformity to the divine image, which can 
alone gain us an admittance into the New 
Jerufalem, the city of God. 

If we make an impartial (urjjpy of our 
paft lives, review our freqUent revoltings, 
and compare our conduil with the convic- 
tions we have received of right and wrong, 
virtue and vice, there is fcarcely a foul prc- 
fent but rhuft feel feme degree of remorfe, 
fome degree of repentance, for the turpi- 
tude of his morals, and his want of love, 
obedience, and gratitude, to fo gracious a 
Father, who has encompaffed us with blef- 
fmgs, and preferved us, by his providence, 
from the earlieft period of our lives to the 
prefent hour. On thefe folemn refledlions 
we muft (I fay again) witnefs fome degree of 

repentance; 
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I repentance ; but, unhappily for us, the im-* 

preffions that are made on our minds, on a 
I ierious review of our actions, are foon Can- 

I celled, foon effaced, by the influence which 

\ a variety of creaturely dbje6ls are fuffered 

\ to make upon us, and, like the early dew, 

\ they foon pafs away : Of the rock that begat 

\ . them they have been zmmindful. Cleanfed, in 
fome degree, as we .are by the waters of 
contrition, we again become defiled by a 
repetition of that iniquity, which, in the 
j moments of our humiliation, we had deter- 

mined to renounce and forfake. We are a- 
gain caught in the fnare of our lufts, and 
captivated by objefts which have a tenden- 
cy to alienate our affe^ions from the one 
*; adorable Objeft, the fqurce of our fafety and 
.• felicity, the only permanent and fupreme 

I good. What is to be done in the fatal di-^ 
i lemma to which our inconftancy to our, 
\: virtuous refolutions has reduced us ? Shall 
we defpair qi the divine mercy, which we 
I have fo often abufed -, of that goodnefs wc 

\ have fo long trifled with ? or, fear that our 

C 2 future 
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future endeavours will be vain, and that, 
for our multiplied tranfgreflions, we Ihall 
be made a defolation for ever ! God forbid ! 
Let us rather, in the depths of felf-abafe- 
ment, proftrate our fouls at the throne of 
grace, and humbly implore the continued 
mercy of the univerfal Parent, Let us beg 
for ftrength and holy ability to withftand 
fucceeding temptations, and run the ways 
of his commandments with delight/ 

As a father pitieth his children, fo he 
pitieth thofe who fear him, and, in immor- 
tal kindnefs, will bring them to the joy of 
his falyation. He khoweth our frame, and 
remembereth that we are but duft. Al- 
though he hideth his face for a moment, yet 
with everUfting kindnefs will he remember 
Zion J for, , her maker is her bujbandy the 
Lord of Hojls is his name. Let us there- 
fore befeech him, in the fervency of pray- 
er, to fend forth help from his holy fanftu- 
ary, and ftrengthen us to renew and keep 
our covenants with him to the end of our 
days. 

Let 
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Let ts refrain from the commiffion 6i 
evil, and wait on him in the filence of all 
fleih, that the Fountain of Ijght and truth 
may again enlighten us to fee ourfelves as 
we are feen of him, and inflame our hearts 
with that celeflial fire which purgeth away 
theintelle£lual^fi:ith and drofs that prevent 
the afcent of the foul God-ward, and render 
it an unfit habitation for his holinefs to 
dwell p. As our own backflidings have 
frequently correfted us, and covered our 
minds with anxiety, let our future condu6t, 
diredled by his grace, atone fof what is paft, 
and, by a converfatipu ordered aright, let 
us glorify our Father who is in heaven. 

I feel, at this feafon, the influence (in 
degred) of that celefl:ial charity which 
breathes through Immanuel to the whole 
creation of God, and wiflieth falvation to 
every foul that inhabits the earth. In that 
I intreat you, as a being fubjedt to the fame 
infirmities which you fqmetimes unavailably 
deplore, Repent y and be converted. Repen- 
tance you have frequently experienced, but 
C 3 too 
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too little, I fear, of that eflcntial-ccmver- 
fion which the gofpel of Jefus propofes. 
It is highly probaWe that fome pcrfons pre- 
feni have feen the neceffity of that renova- 
tion of heart, and reformation of manners, 
intended by converfion j and yet, urged .by 
the powerful prevalence of their lufts and 
of felf-love, are feeking, if poffiblc, to find 
fome other remedy for a wounded con- 
fcience than that which thefimplicity of the 
gofpel requires as a necefTary prelude to the 
favour of God. They are enquiring What 
Jhallwe doto befaved? and, like the young 
man in the gofpel, they have been animated 
with a defire to be inroUed among the dif- 
ciples of Jefus, who are called heirs of 
God, and co-heirs with Chrift, of that in- 
heritance which is incorruptible and full of 
glory. They have afked counfel of the 
wonderful Counfellor, and addreffed him 
with the important queftion. What good 
thing Jhall t do that I may inherit eternal life? 
yet, when the unchangeable terms of falva- 
tion have been propofed y when they have 

befen 
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been {ol4 they muft part with all their i- 
dols, they have gone away forrowful : the 
terms have appeared too hard for them to 
comply vs^ith ; and, like the king who 
wanted to be cured of his leprofy, and was 
fingered at the thought of taking fo long a 
journey as the prophet had direfted/ are 
- crying otit, Are not Abana and Pharpharj 
rivers of Damafcus^ better than all the waters 
of Ifrael? will not their waters cleanfe 
ine from my impurity ? 

Thus, ^ numbers - among mankind are 
ftriting to elude thofe meafures which the 
gofpel of Jefus enjoins, and are fubftituting 
others in their ftead, which are better a- 
dapted to foothe the carnal mind, and pre- 
vent that mortification of the deeds of the 
body which burtian nature {brinks from 
with horror. Man is defirous to poflefs the 
crowH of eternal life, but not willing to 
bear the crofs. He would indeed reign with 
Chrift, but not fuffer with him. ^He would 
. acconipany him to the mount of transfigu- 
ratioiij but not to Golgotha. He would be 
C 4 his 
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his attendant at his glorification, but not in 
the awful fcenes of his humiliation. 

Divers have wandered as from moun- 
tain to mountain and from hill to hill, 
feeking for the living in the fepulchres of 
the dead. They have fometimes adopted 
one creed, and fometimes another,— prafti- 
fed external ordinances, and complied with 
empty forms; addreffing themfelves fre- 
quently to guides, as blind and impotent as 
themfelves, with this awful query. Men arid 
brethren^ what Jhall we do to befaved ? 

I fay again, repent, and be converted ; 
for, this is the only way to find falvation 
to yoiir fouls. No external ceremonies, no 
verbal confeffions,^ no change of opinion; 
merely, can accomplifh this repentance 
and cOnverfion, and afford you the confe- 
quent rewards of a glorious immortality. 
This important work of falvation cannot 
be efFefted in man's time, will, adivity, pr 
wifdom, but is wrought in him by the 
powerful operation of the Holy Ghoft, 
which is as a confuroing fire to the advqrfa^f 
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ry, to the adverfe part of im^n, to the cor- 
rupt will, which would not that Chrift 
Ihould reign in his kingdom, and that 
God ftiould be all in all. 

It is the baptifm of fire, of which John's 
was but a type, which, difcriminating the 
pure from the impure, gathers the wheat 
into the garner, but confumes the chaff 
with unquenchable burnings. 

In the world there are many voices 

which correfpond not, with the voice of 

Chrift, the only Shepherd and Bifhop of 

fouls, whom we ought to hear and obey in 

all things, but which are the voices of thofe 

who teach for hire^ and divine for money : 

"who look for their gain from their quarters^ 

'' and are ready to make war againft confcien- 

^ tioiis men, who cannot put into 'their 

f mouths. Thefe have found it their worlds 

ly intereft to lead the deluded people from, 

rather than to, Chrift, the glorious high- 

^ prieft, the life and light of men. They 

I have attempted . to render that myfterious 

Vhichthe Holy Ghoft has left clear, and to 

perplex 
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perplex the underftandings of men wkH 
vain metaphyfical fpeculations, without 
making them either wifer or better. This 
clafs of m.en, whofe God is their belly ^ whojk 
ghry is their Jhame^ have indeed proved phy^ 
Jicians of no value. 

Many have enquired of thefe, Whdtjhdlt 
ivt it to befaved? but they, not having ex- 
perienced the work of falvation in them-* 
felves, are incapable to inftruft othets in 
the way that leads to eternal life. Inftead 
6f laying the axe to the root of the corrupt 
tree, they have only attempted to lop off 
fome of its branches, and refcind forae of 
its moft palpable excrefcences. They have 
been crying. Peace, peace \ when the alariA 
of danger fhouM have founded in the ears 
of the people. They have prefcribed e- 
moliients where the moft fearching opera- 
tion was expedient ; and, healing the 
wound of the daughter of Zion deceitfully, ' 
have lulled multitudes into a fatal fecurity, 
by flattering them with hopes, which, it is to 

be 
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be feared, will end in eonf ufioh and 3ifap-» 
pointment, and perifti for ever. 

There are others who affume the office 
of minifters, the purity of whofe inten* 
tions charity forbids me to difpute ; who^ 
like a man that attempts to anfwer a quef- 
tion before he has fully heard it, have too 
precipitately embarked in the important 
work of inftrufting fouls in the great things 
of falvation. Thefe are, like Ephraim, 
a cake not turned j are not yet inftrud:cd in 
the way qf the Lord perfeftly, and, whilft 
they are teaching others, had need them- 
felves to be taught what are the firft prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God. The coal 
from the holy altar has not yet been ap* 
plied to their lips, and they have been mi- 
niftering, by the law of a carnal command* 
ment, without being endued with the pow- 
er of an endlefs life. They" have run on 
the Lord's errand unfent, and have not eC- 
fentially profited the people. They have 
taken upon them to guide thofe who are in-? 
flwring whatjhall we do to befaved^^ and h^ve 
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kd them indeed frpm the confines of Egypt, 
but leave them, undirefled to the fpiritual 
Mofes, to wander in uncertainty, and to 
compafs a mountain of doubts in the wil- 
dernefs. 

May the Lord Almighty, in his infinite 
mercy, gather thefe who are wandering as 
iheep without a fhepherd, and lead them 
into the facred inclofures of his fold of e- 
temal reft and fafety ! 

May the nations of them that have fat 
in darfcnefs be again enlightened by the 
glorious breaking forth of the Sun of 
righteoufncfs in their hearts, that our Zion 
n)ay yet become an eternal excellency, and 
the joy of many generations ! 

Let it not be thought, by any thing I 
have faid, that I lopk upon all, who appear 
gfrded with the linen epfjod of other Chrif- 
tian focieties, either as impoftors, or the de- 
luded votaries of Antichrift. I freely de- 
clare I doubt hot but many of them have 
had a difpenfation of the gofpel committed 
to thems and, although they may be bi- 

aflcd 
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afled by the prejudice of education and the 
traditions of their fathers, yet the root o£ 
the matter feems to be in them. I efteem 
thefe, in whatever fociety they are found, 
and in whatever veftments they areclothed^ 
35 my brethren in the fellowfhip of the e- 
verlafting gofpel of Chrift. Yet I cannot 
dire6l the fearcher after truth, who is pen^ 
fively inquiring What hejball do to be faved^ 
to the miniftry of any man j but would ra- 
ther recommend him to the immediate 
teaching of the word nigh in the heart, e- 
ven th€ fpirit of God. This is the only in* 
fallible teacher, and the primary adequate 
rule of faith and manners, and will lead 
thofe who a,ttend to its didt^tes into the 
peaceable paths of fafety and of truth. 
Let the earneft humble petition . of your 
fouls be, to the Father of fure mercies. 
Lead me by thy cmnfel^ and afterwards receive 
me into glory \ let thy rod and thy ftafF fup- 
port me, through the uncertainties of time, 
to a happy conclufion in thy favour. Ye 
need not, faith the apoftle to the church 

formerly, 
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formerly, that any man teach you, lave as 
this anointing teacheth, which is truth, 
and no lie. Ceafc, therefore, from man, 
whofe breath is in his noftrils, and whofe 
cxiftenceis but as a vapour 5 for, whereiri 
is he to be accounted of ? Asa fallible be- 
ing he is fubjeft to frequent deception, arid 
is therefore liable to deceive 5 but thefpirit 
of God can neither be deceived, nor will it 
deceive any foul th^t fubmits to its holy 
government, and obeys its dictates. In this 
is our fafety and ftrength, and the hope of 
our eternal reward, when our weary pilgri* 
mage fhall come to an end. 

O' ye penitent prodigals, my foul earneft-- 
ly longs for your reftoration to the mercy 
and favour of God ! 

Ye, who are reduced, by your wanderings 
in the wildernefs of this world, to a ftate of 
extreme poverty, to the want of that bread 
which comes down from the celeftial regions^ 
and which can alone nourifli the foul up to 
eternal life -, — ye, who have long been at- 
tempting to fatisfy the cravings of an i mi- 
mortal 
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mortal fpirit with the hufks and fhells of 
an empty profeffion of religion, look to- 
wards yo\ir Father, from whom you have 
revolted. Remember that in his houfe there 
is brea4 enough, and to fpare : there your 
fouls may be richly repleniftied with endu- 
ring fubftance. Return, O hoqfe of Ifrael, 
fiom your backflidings, Snd feek the face 
of your everlafting Father and Friend ! In 
unfpeakable kindnefs he hath declared that 
he will be found of thofe who feek him in 
fincerity of heart ; and that as many as 
knock at his gate for an entrance (hall be 
admitted to his prefence, and receive the re- , 
miffion of their fins. O unfpeakable con- 
defcenfion 1 unutterable love ! Though 
glorioufly exalted above the heaven of hea- 
vens, and placed at the fummit of all per- 
fection, yet his gracious regard is to the 
Tons of men, and he is beautifying the place 
of his feet. 

Tlw humble addrefe which the prodigal 

made to his father, the return that he met 

with, and the manner of his reception into 

. 4 favour. 



r 



( 3» ) 

favour, are exceedingly expreffive of the 
becoming penitence of the one, and the 
toercy and benignity of the other. I have 
Jinmd againji heaven^ and in thy fights and am 
no longer worthy to he called thy fon ; make me 
therefore as one of thy hiredfervants. The in- 
jured neglefted parent compaiSonates his 
diftrefs, takes the prodigal in his arms, 
owns him for his fon, orders the fatted calf 
to be killed, and rebukes the envy of his 
elder brother with this my fon is dead, but he 
is alive again i he was lojly but is found. O 
tke height and depth of the goodnefs and 
mercy of God I Look unto him, ye ends of 
the earth, and be faved ! 

Before I conclude, I find it in mine heart to 
addrefs another clafs in this meeting : a clafs 
who have earneftlyfought, and happily found, 
him of whom Mofes and the prophets did 
write, Jefus of Nazareth, the Immanuel, 
which, being interpreted, is, God with us. 
YoUjWho once were fcattered as flieep without 
a Ihepherd on the barren mountains aod de* 
iblate hills of an empty profcflion, the great 

Shepherd 
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Shq)hcrd of fouls hath gathered ^^ithin the 
facred inclofures of his fold, and you are 
under the peculiar protcftion of the Lord 
Almighty. He hath plucked yoii as brands 
outx)f the burning, and redeemed you to 
himfelf with the faying ftrength of his right 
arm.;.. I^hen the blacknefs of darknefs fur- 
rounded your dwellings 5 when the t;error 
of hi& judgements encompafled you for dif- 
obedience, by his light you walked through 
the region and valley of the Ihadow of 
death. Although for a moment he turned 
his face from you, yet» in everlafting kind- » 
nefs, hath he gathered you from the world 
to himfelf. Oh ! may you ever remember his 
unutterable mercy, and dedicate the remain- 
der of your days to the honour of his 
name. 

My fpirit falutes you, in the endeared af- 
feftion of the golpel of peace,' as fellow- 
travellers towards the laqd .of eternal reft^ 
and wifties your eftabliftiment in righteouf- , 
pefs forever 5 — that you may abide in ho- 
ly patience the fiery trial of faith through- 
D out 
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out the days of your earthly pilgrimage, and 
become as fixed pillars in the celeftial build- 
ing arid houfe of God. 

If you ftedfaftly abide in the Worjd of 
faith, wherein you have been taught, nei- 
ther the malice of men, nor the united 
powers of darknefs, (hall be able to pluck' 
you out of the hinds of him who is your 
judge, your king, your proteftor, yttuf 
father, arid everlafting friend. As a garden 
inclofed has he made you, in fafe dwellings 
has he appointed your lots, and, in the end 
of days, he will be your refuge for ever. 
When this earth fhall be wrappefd together 
like a fcroll, and the fun and moon bef dar* 
kened ; when every glorious conftfeUation 
of the heavens fhall fink into everlafting 
obfcurity, and the elements of this world 
fhall be diffolved with' fervent heat ; you 
will pofTefs a habitation within the fuperior 
regions of a new heaven and a new earth, 
where the Lord your righteoufnefs dwells. 

Many of the pretended wife, learned, and 

prudent, of this world, who' have fought 

: to 
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to climb up fome other way rather than en- 
ter by Chrift, who is the door into the 
(hcepfold, may pity you as fools, or ridi- 
cule you as enthufiafts ^ they may account 
your life madnefs, and your end without 
honour ; but they will one day he affonifh- 
ed at the ftrangeriefs of your falvatidn, 
when they may fee, to their confufiori, that 
you are finally numbered among the chil- 
dren of God, and your inheritance is a- 
mong'the faints. 

In the world you are to expe£l tribula- 
tions of various kinds, ficknefs, difeafe, and 
pain : temptations and difappointments in- 
vade the breafts of the moft temperate, vir- 
tuous, and religious, among men. A 
cup of mixture, more or lefs impregnated 
with the wormwood and the gall, is the 
lot of humanity, defigned doubtlefs to ef? 
fe£t a valuable purpofe by hint who afHi6ls 
not willitigly, nor without a righteous and 
benevolent caufe^ the children of mfen. 

D z As 
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As the heavens are higher than the earth, , 
fp gre the ways of the Almighty than 
our ways, and his thpughts than our 
thoughts. 

We fee a little, and but a very little, of the 
amazing univerfal plan of his government 
over rational and immortal fpirits. It lies 
beyond the reach of the moft exalted crea- 
ted faculties to comprehend his wifdom 
throughout the righteous adminiftration of 
his providence, which is unfearchable. It 
is our duty, as frail, dependent, and im- 
potent, beings, to meet every difpenfation 
with that refignation of fpirit which incef- 
fantly breathes the humble language oi Not 
my ivilly O Lord^ but thine ^ be done in all 
things. Though the times are gloomy, the 
out-goings of the morning are of God. 
He will yet comfort the wafte places of Zi- 
6n^ and build up her defolations. He will 
make her wildernefs as Eden, and her de- 
fcrts as the garden of the Lord : joy and 
gladnefs fhall be found therein, thankfgiving 
and the voice of melddy. Awake, there- 
fore. 



C 37 ) 
forje, and put on ftrength, ye who have lien 
amot^li the pots*, ye^who have been. affii6t- 
•ed, toffed with tempefts, and not comfort- 
ed; for, the hour o'f your falvation is near.'Aj- 
bidc in holy patience, and hope to th^end. 
It is our duty, under the evils which we 
feel, and which onr prudence could not 
prevent, to implore divine aid to endure 
them with patience, rather than to pray 
that. they may be removed from us ;. left, 
like ignorant children, wefhould feekjoa- 
void that potion, froni our heavenly Fa- 
ther's hartds which is gracioufly defigp?ed to 
remove, orprevent^ a greater evil. This 13 
,not the place . of your reft, but . a ^ fta'te of 
,^robation, a painforpilgrimage, a landvvirf 
pits! aiidof fnares, thioiigh, which Ues.a Jiac- 
row path; to the rfegionsiof eternal peace. 
The. foul; by rcafon of its conneStioti/ivrth 
the 'body,, and .while indofed wi-thin/ tii£ 
walls of flefh, canaiC* ^e^itend its vkws^^nd 
employ its faculties; on divine ohjefl^ with- 
out frequent inteiTuptionv -. But,^ wh^eni ,the 
days of its- captivity, are accompli^ied/ it 
D -s ' will 
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wUl be capable of a more gldrious expaiK- 
fion in the kingdom. q£ light ^nd immortar 
lity, and poffefs that joy which is iin4>eiakr 
able and fulhof glory. Therefore, in all 
the calamities to which we are filbjeftin the 
houfe^of our pilgrimage,' we have a place bf 
refuse to flee to, where fafety is alone to 
-be found. Though, indeed, . we mud feel 
in fome degree as men, yet we may poffefe 
the patience, refignation, and .holy forti- 
ttide, of Chriftians,' who. are. looking for 
a bettier country, a more excdjent inheri- 
tance, in that city whofe inhabitsuits have 
no occafion to complain thaLthey a^e fick.: . 
^Be^ ye, therdbre,. ibedfaft, ifmnoveahfe, 
always ^abounding ip «H© work of ^thfiiLard, 
forafmuch as ye, know that jtour : labour 
ihall not be in vain, 'B« ye, imyborfcve- 
. ralflations in the thurdiiand ;ih jthueworld, ^ 
as way-marks to the honefl: fincwe inqui- 
rers, who are aflcing tliCiway <56 Zion^ and, 
from a truefenfe^of their condition^ are 
crying, out, What Jhallwe ^lioio kefaved! 
Shew forth, by yaur example of charity, fa-. 
"^ brietyjj 
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Wiety,- temperance, and holinefs of life^ 
thit you are redeemed from the fptrk of the 
world that lies in ivickednefs. ^e not cap- 
tivated by its trifling amufements, nor en- 
ftiared by its lying -vanities, but retain the 
fear of God, which will keep the heart clean, 
and prove a fource of fureft tronfblation 
when all things elfe will be unavailing. 
Let the purity of your lives demonftrate 
that you are attentive to things more ex- 
cellent, and have placed your afFe6liojis on 
things permanent and eternal ; things 
which effentially relate to the falvation of 
the foul. 

Thus, you will be a means of leading o- 
thers in the way of truth and righteoufnefs, 
and become the confecrated temples of th? 
HdyvOhoft* r You will witnefs an increafe 
of ftrength, wifdom, and holy flability, 
from day to day, and perfeverance in the 
way that is everlafting. 

Finally, my brethren, fareweh I com- 
mend you to God, the great Shepherd of If- 
rad, and to the word of his gr^ce, as the only 
D 4 infallible 
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infallible guide to direft you What yeJhaHdo 
to befaved. It is able to build you up i^ 
the iQoft holy faith, to diredl your feet ia 
the paths of rightebufhefs and peace, and^ 
finally, to put you in poffeffion of a glor 
nous inheritance, among the faints, that 
will never fade away ! 
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n^HEN Jefus faid to bis difciple^f a rich 

man Jhall hardly enter into the kingdom of 

heaven ; and again I fay unto youy it iseafer 

' for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 

of God. When his difciples heard it^ they were 

exceedingly amazed^ faying^ who then can be 

faved ? ilt is no wonder, indeed, that thefe 

appeared to them to be hardfayings, and that 

they Ihould excite their aftonifhment, if they 

apprehended by them, that the kingdom of 

heaven was only open to poveny and 

^retchednefs. It appears, I think, beyond 

controvcrfy, 
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controverfy, that, notwithftanding the dis- 
ciples attended to the dotlrine of fuch an 
excellent minifter, who fpoke with pecu- 
liar authority, yet they did not at once 
comprehend the whole of his doftrine and 
^works. Their underftandings were gra- 
dually opened and informed : they were 
led on ftep by ftep. The work of religion 
was not with them, as fome people have i- 
magined the work of religion to be,, an 
inftantaneous work : they went on from 
ftrcngth to ftrength, and from ime degree 
of knowledge to another, till they hifi ac- 
quired as much as was rieceflary for them. 
They were n,ot inftrufted in all truths,- but 
in fuch as re(pe6led the duties of thdr day 
and of their ftation, afld[ which, in the 
courfe of their pilgrimage in diis world, 
filled them with a humble hope and expec- 
tation of ultimately entering into one that 
is infinitely better, there to partake <5f the 
joy of their Lord, and of that reft from 
their labours which is prepared for the peo- 
ple of God. Thus, we find, when they 

were 
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.weue told tl^at they}fiufi efitUsfiefi)^ andJrink 
tishleod, -— th^tjt was .neceffary a ipan 
SIii(m]A bate bis father ^nd mfitbeKy his ns>jfe^ 
bis^biUren^ qndfofinifhfmn /^>— accQpt,ing 
tbcfc texts, at firft,in a ftrifl; and. literal 
Xenfe, it is no wonder they fhauld think 
,thein bardjayings : hajcd indeed it woald 
J?e if it were-IJe(;efl£^ry that the . affbdlions, 
which flow from fonfanguinity and affinii* 
ty, miift .be totally eradicated, and the ma- 
lignant paflion pf;higitred be fubftituted, in 
.ojff^r to x^Mv us/iiccefsfal candidates for 
m inheritance that is incorruptible and 
.that fadcth. not aivay, 
^ But it isclicar to me, beyond the leaft 
I cdotibt, that our Lor^defigned^ throughout 
^ vd>ole ^of jiis miniftry,' to excite and to 
jftrdngthep,' inftead of weakening,, thoie 
4>ands by WAhich fociety is held together. 

He defigned to infpire us with the moft 
iiiendl]^ afeftions, as the main, or princi- 
pal, motive to the difcharge of the various 
focial and relative duties : this appears to 
me to be comprehended in the fecond com- 
mandment. 
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mandracnt, T'boujhalt hoe thy neighbour as 
thjfelf. With refpeft to this particular paf^ 
fage of the. New Teftameiit, it may, pej> 
haps, bc^ofitable, atkaft tatheyouhger 
part of this afiembly, whofe experience has 
not yet been much, and wh6fe obfervalionis 
have been, but tranfient; toadvert a little to 
the occafion of thefe bardfayin^s, which ex- 
cited the amiazement of the difciples. 

It feems there was a young rrian who had 
heard of the. fame of Jefds ; who wanted 
to be inftrufted with refpe^ to what mea- 
fures were necefiary for ham to adopt and to 
purfue in order to inherit everlafting life. 
Urged by this deiire, he makes an applica- 
tion unto Jefus, addrefling .him after this 
manner, Goodmajler^ what \good thitig fi^l 
I do^ that I may inherit eternal life? Our 
faviour enumerated feveral of. the icom#- 
mandments, to which] be replied, and no 
doubt with the greateft degree of finctf ity, 
All thefe have I kept from my youth upy what, 
lack I yet ? It appears that our Lord meant 
tQ bring his love and his virtue to a fevere 

teft. 
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teft. One things fays he, tikm lacke/f; if 
tbou "Wilt be perfe^y fell that tbou bafi^ and 
give* to the poor s take up thy crofs^ and follow 
m€y and thou Jkalt have treafure in heaven^ 
It feems that our Saviour ftruck at his dar- 
ling paffion, the love of maney; for, uppn 
hearing this propofal, it is evident that he, 
preferred, at that time, retaining his cor- 
poreal pofTeffionsi that prefent tcmpor^y 
good, to the future and remote one of eter- 
nal life^ for, he went away fprrowfuL 

Then Jefus faid to his difciples, A rich 
manfi:all hardfy enter into the kingdom cf hea^ 
ven. It muft,^ indeed, be acknowledged, 
that, feeing we have nothing which we 
have not received, — that we are not pro- 
prietors of the inheritance which we pof- 
fefs^ but tenants only at will ; for, the earth 
is the Lord's, and thefulnefs thereof and the 
cattle on a tboufand- hills^^^wc ought to re- 
linquifh, to give up, a part, or the whole, 
of that which is lent us, when it is the 
will of the giver to make that requilition : 
but it is evident to me, that this particular 

requifition 
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requifitibft intends not a general comhiaric!. 
t conceive, that it is not riches, merely as 
riches, which can prevent our entrance into 
the kingdom of heaven. It liiay be faid, 
with equal truth, that it is e'ajierfor a ca- 
mel to g& through the eye' of a needk than for 
apoor fhdntb enter intotbi kingdom of heawn^ 
if he have nothing but poverty and wretch- 
ednefs to itcommend him.* It ia very evi- 
dent, from divers circuihftances, that out 
Lord's controverfy was not with riches, but 
the fpirit of pride, which too frequently 
poflefles the hearts of the ricji ; for, we 
have an account of a rich, and yet of a 
gpodj man, Jofeph of Arimathea. From 
thefeveral accounts of the evangelifts it ap- 
pears he was an honourable counftUor, a 
rich mah,<a good, ajuft, man, adirciplcof 
Jefus, and one that waited Jhr the kingdom of 
Gody though' it was probable that hfe was a 
member of the Sanhedrim. 
^ It feems to me that the rich man, de- 
figned in this text, is fuch a man as is repre-^ 
fented to us' in tlie parable: Theresas a 

certain 
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Certain rich niariy who was cktbtJ^with pur-- 
pk andfifit linen ^ and fared fuiHpfuoufty every 
day : there was aljh a' certain beggar^ tbaf*mis 
laid at bis gate^ full of fores ^ of whom there 
can be no doubt that he was a proper ob- 
jeift of human fympathy. He was laid at 
his gate full of fores : his requifltion was 
httfflble, defining to' be fed only with the 
crumbs that fell from the rich maris table ; 
moreover^ the dogs came and licked his fires. 
It came to pafs that the beggar died^ and that 
he was carried by the angels into Abrahanis 
hofim : the rich man atfo died; and was bu^ 
ried s and he lifted up his eyes in UelU and 
faw Lazarus in Abraham's bofom. JSe tried 
out J in a fort of agony ^ Father Abraham^ have 
niercy upon me^ and fend Liissarus that be may 
dip hisfngerin water to cool my tongue ^ for I 
am tormented in this flame : Hut Abrahaw' 
artfweredj Son^ remember j that thou^ in thy life-- 
time J receivedji thy good things^ and liiewifi 
Lazarus evil things ; but now^ he is' comforted^ 
and thou art tormented. But we are not t6 
infer from this text, that, merely his bemg 

clothed 



( 48 ) 
clothed in purple and fine linen, or faring 
fumptuoufly, was the caufe of his confe* 
quent mifery ; or, that it followed of 
courfe, having received the good things of 
this life, he fliould fuffer the worft of evils 
in the next ; but it appears he wanted that 
brotherly fympathy, that friendly affetlion, 
recommended to us in the charafter of the 
good Samaritan, which is not reftrifted to 
any peculiar clafs, butdiredled toev^ryobn 
je6l of diftrefs. There was a man, who, 
travelling from Jerufalem to Jericho, fell 
among thieves : he was fpoiled, he was 
wounded. — The prieft paffed by, — he who 
attended at the altar of God, he that ftiould 
have poffeffed a fpirit of universal charity. 
The prieft paffed by, — the Levite followed 
his example, untouched with the feelings of 
hurpanity ; his heart was coritra£led, per- 
haps, by the prejudices of a party, which 
he had conceived to be religion. But a Sa- 
njaritan paffed that way : he looked upon 
the man with that fympathy and compaf- 
fion which the love of Chrift infpires to- 
wards 
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Wkrife a brother in diftrefs, incapable df 
irelieving himfelf, upon Whom many fttfFe- 
tings were brought, and many more ex- 
pected to follow. He takes compaffion of 
this poor Jew, pours oil and wine into his 
wounds, attfempts to alkviate his grief by 
leffening its caufe ; ^nd, though he could 
have no expeftation of compenfation, yet 
it did not reftrain Mm from attempting e- 
very thing in his power for the relief of 
this indigent perfon, and his views were 
not confined to the prefent time s he look- 
ed forward, and endeavoured to provide 
for his future well-being, giving a dire(5tion 
unto his hoft, I will repay thee. It was thercr* 
fore the want of this fympathy, together 
wk^ .the fpirit of pride, which prompted 
the rich man to purfue the lufts of the flefli, 
of the eye, and the pride of life, at the ex-- 
pence of his Ibcial and religious duties, 
which rendered hirp highly triminaL This 
appears, clearly to have been dcfigned : the 
charafter of this certain rich man and that; 
of the beggar formed a contraft. The rich 

E roan 
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man wanted virtue ; the poor man was deT- 
tituteof food; it is evident, however, that 
he was in a humble ftate. What could he 
have afked lefs if he had afked any thing ? 
The feverity of hunger forced him to aik 
thus much of him, as he was incapable of 
helping himfelf. He defired OHily the 
crumbs that fell from the rich ma^i^s table, 
,but he was unnoticed. If he had been of 
the rich, if there had been a pFofpe6t that 
the intereft, or the pleafure, of the rich 
man could have been augmented hy relie- 
ving him, he would have noticed him as Xa^ 
ban did Abraham's fervant when he law the 
bracelets on his fifter^s hands, Cop^in^fhu 
bleffed af the Lord^ oi^berefore Ji^n^^ ^^^u 
nvitpGut ? the door would have beenj i(9jdi- 
ly opened to opulence, and tit^af , dignity 
would have found an eafy aco^fs ; but the 
poor beggar lay unnoticed : the inferior 
fpecies of animals Teemed to feel more fym- 
pathy than the rich man, Moreover the dogs 
came and licked hisforei. . I would not be 
underftood, by any thing that I have faid, 

to 
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to attcftipt an ingenious apology for the 
rich ; l3tit, at the fame time, I Would at- 
tempt to make that diftinftioii betvsreen the 
poverty of the heart and the pofleffions of- 
the hinds which the author of the Chrif- 
iian i-eligion defigh^d. In the courfe of 
the providence of Alftiighty Gdd it io fall- 
eth 'Out, that the efforts ot the laborious 
and induA'rious are tibt cirowhed with equal 
fuctefs, ; tiiit w^ afe ttot to conclude that 
the pferibh, whofe barns are jfilted with plen- ' 
ty, and v^^hdfe prefes are ready to. burft with 
new 'Wincy is the diftinguiftied favourite of 
heaven, any more th'ah that the poor man, 
wild divides his mdrfel with his family, and 
mixes his tears with his bread, is reproba- 
ted hy heaven. It is the abufe, and not 
the ufe, of rJthfes which the leftimbny of 
fchritt is certainly agsiinft. The apoftles 
liid not enjoin the rich to throw away their 
riches, but he exhorts Timothy to charge 
ilem, ' who are rich in this worlds that they be 
hot high-minded, that they affume nothing 
on the fcore of their poffeffions j charge the 
E 2 rich 
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rich of this world that they be not bigb'-mindeJy 
neither truft in uncertain riches^ but in the 
living God^ who givetb us all things richly to 
enjoy. This is what he had in charge, ad-^ 
ding, I think, that we brought nothing with 
us into the worldy and we Jhall carry nothing 
out of it m Naked we came into th^ worlds na^ 
ked we Jhall retumy be diffolved and mixed 
with thofe elements, from which we origir 
nally fprang. I would, therefore, attempt, 
at leaft, that we fhould individually refled 
upon the circumftanccs that we are placed 
in, and that we fhould receive with grati- 
tude the portion which, in the general courfe 
of God's providence, (hall be allotted to usu 
Nothing more is required of us than to be 
goodjlewards of the manifold grace of God. 
We are called ftewards ; and a time ap- 
proaches, with unavoidable certainty, when 
the Lord of the univerfe will call us, will 
fummon us hence, with give thou an account 
of thy Jlewardjhipy for thou Jhalt be no longer 
Jieward. Let us therefol-e confider the fe* 
veral talents we have received for the im* 

provement 
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provement of our hearts in the Chriftian 
life ; let us confider the outward benefits 
that are beftovred upon us, and . let it be 
the ftudy of our lives to apply them pro- 
perly, and to referable the good Samaritan ; 
that, in imitating the example of the author 
of the Chriftian religion, it may be the de- 
light of our lives to diffufe happinefs all a- 
round> and to go about doing good. This 
appears to be of indifpenfible obligation. 
If the rich man had poflefTed this friendly 
difpofition, the beggar would not have 
been neglefted at the gates of his houfe, the 
dogs would not have been fufFered to lick 
his fores 5 he would have poured into them 
lenient balm ; he would have attempted to 
bind up his broken heart, and to wipe away 
all tears from allfaces^ to diffufe happinefs 
in as extenfive a manner as Ijti? abilities 
could qualify him to diffufe it, ar»4 therein 
he would have been the beft prepared to 
join the heavenly fociety above, when a pe- 
riod fhould have been put to hj§ exiftence 
upon earth, and his poflcfllQns could nek 
E 3 longer 
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longer ay^il hirtiy But this vyas nQt the cir-. . 
cumftaace of the rich man ; he wanted 
iowels.of compajjion i and, therefore, what- 
ever religious party he was connected- with,, 
whether of the Pharifees or of the Saddu- 
cees, he was not acceptable in the fight of 
the Searcher of hearts. Let us now refleft 
a little on what his feelings muft be, — the 
feelings of a man that has rolled along in 
pomp, that has been clad in purple and fine 
Utteny that has had his Jinging men and his 
Jingingwom.en, with the found of ^the pipe and 
of the tabret, to att'une his heart to joy, yet 
deftitute of the feejings of humanity and of 
• worthy fentiments of religion. Death ap- . 
proaches, — he fees the beaixem .pajpng away,, 
as^ afcrolly and thp very foundation of his 
happinefs diflblved. I cannot better ex- 
prefs it than in the languagq of the holy 
fcriptures : JVi^^^ i^ bis .profperity^ the de^ 
Jlroyer came upon him ; his purpojes were cut 
offy^ even the thoughts of bis heart and the defire 
of his eyes -, but bis day is turned into nighty 
his light into darknefs j bis harp is turned into 

mournings 
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mourmngy and bh organ into the voice of them 
that weep. He is about to quit this fcene 
of things without any hope or expefla- 
tion of entering upon: any fcene that is 
better. He looks back upon a life that has 
been fpent in various fpecies of diflipation, 
in the gratification of his fenfual appetites, 
and= in the negleft of every focial duty. 
He now finds himfelf in a circumftan'ce far 
beneath the poor beggar's that lay at his 
gate.— Confcience refumes the feat (he had 
loft, —pounds that had been healed break 
out afrefli, and bleed anguifti* He looks 
back, but it gives himnopleafurej the pic- 
ture excites the moft painful feelings. He 
looks forward, but he has no hope ; his 
Jinging men and Yiisjingingwomen^ with the . 
voice of the pipe and the tabret, can no 
more infpire his foul with joy. He is, about 
to quit this mortal ftage, and to enter into 
the world of fpirits, but deftitute of thofe 
moral virtues that would hav? qualified 
him to join the celeftial fociety, and to 
take a part in the general feftiyity .which 
^ ^ prevails 



( 56 ) • 

prevails throughout heaven's empire. The 
rich man lifted up his eyes to heaven in a 
ftate of anguilh ; he boteld the beggar in 
Abraham's bofom. We are not to confider 
this text literally: this is a parable, not a 
matter of fadl i and a parable defigned to 
illuftrate the moral doCtrine of the gofpel 
of Chrift. He reaped the fruit of his do- 
ings, that which will inevitably follow a 
courfe of diffipation and a negleft of. our 
proper duties : ^be recommence of bis bands 
will be rendered to every man, ^o tbojky wbo 
obey not tbe trutb^ but obey unrigbteoufnefsy 
indignation and wratb^ tribulation and an^* 
guijh^ upon every foul of man tbat doetb evil : 
of tbe Jewfrfiy andalfo of tbe Gentile 5 for^ 
/bere is no refpeSl of perfons witb God: and 
I wifh to God there were lefs refpeft. of 
perfons with m'en. This was the circum- 
fiance, as I conceive, of the rich man.-r- 
Let us now confider what might be the 
feelings and the hopes of the poor beggar* 
Defpifed of his brethren, unpitied, unre- 
lieved, he lay at the gates of the rich man j 

thq 
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the dogs licked his wounds : — he importu- 
ned charity, — but he importuned in vain. 
The rich man's ear was deaf to his prayers. 
What confolation could he have in this 
ftate I Indeed, his feelings muft have been 
exquifite. Hunger and thirft are. appetites, 
which, in the extreme, throw the mind in- 
to tumult. His natural feelings were pain- 
ful, but what were his profpefts ! What 
were his hopes ! Though he was poor, he 
was not forfaken of his Maker : he could 
not boaft of purple and fine linen^ he atten- 
ded not the tables of the rich, nor partook 
of their luxurious banquets, yet he was the 
offspring of the eternal Father, who made 
of one blood all the nations of men who dwell 
on all the face of the earthy and bath determi- 
ned' the bounds of their habitation. If the 
earth was unpropitious to his prayers, -ftill 
heaven was open to his cries. The Sove- 
reign of the univerfe, who regards the cry- 
ing of the poor andtbe fupplication of the needy ^ 
took compaffion on the poor beggar. He 
y^as about to quit his rags, to quit his po- 
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verty> and to enter into a ftate of cverlaftr 
ihg happinefs, — he Vf?^ carried by the angels 
into Abrahanis bofom. Which of thofe cii> 
cumftances was the moft defirable ! Let us. 
extend our views beyond the prefent fcene. 
of things : let us anticipate the ihock we 
Cannot fhun. Which woxild you rather 
luftain, the charadtef of this poor beggar, 
or the charafler of tbh certain rich man ? 
Would you lofe the hope? of the beggar in 
order to fuftain the dignity of the rich 
man ? This, methinks, is a queftion 
which common fenfe would not be long in 
deciding upon ; but, fiich is the weaknefs 
and frailty of our nature, that we approve 
the right, and yet purfue the wrong : we 
dd the thing that we would not, and negleft 
that which we would, do. The paflions of 
human nature are exceedingly ftrong, and 
there is fome one that generallycharafterifes e- 
very perfon ; a kind of reigning paffipn, which 
like Aaron's rod, fwallows up all the reft. 
We are not all purfuing one path of vanity, 
for its paths are endlefs : but we have an 

aptitude. 
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aptitude, we have a promptnefs, rather to 
purfije mgafures that may produce a tempo- 
ral good than thofe which will produce a 
fpiritual good. The gratification of the, 
prefent momenjt engages our paflions. If 
we were to form, an idea by the general 
praflice of mankind, we feem. to forget' 
that we are mortal, and that we muft die. 
Mankind bufy themfelves often befide their 
proper bufinefs ; and, whilfl: they are en*- 
larging the boundaries of their earthly in- 
heritance, are but little folicitous to obtain a 
habitation in the tiew heavens and in the new 
earth^wbereinrighteoufnefs dwells. They prefer 
prefent to .everlafting good, and negle6t to. 
ci|ltiyate thofe virtues, which would make 
them refemble the Deity, (if I may be al- 
lowed the expreffion, ) expand the faculties 
of the foul, and make it' more capable of 
thofe fublime contemplations which are the 
employment of the celeftial choir, I wifh, 
therefore, that we might be induced to re- 
fleft on the vanity of human wifties, and 
on the folly of human purfuits* We have 

no 
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no continuing city here : perfeCt felicity is 
no more to be found in this mutable ftate 
of things than it was prafticable for the Ba- 
bel builders to erefl an edifice that fhould 
reach the heavens. Many have foared a- 
loft, and built their nefts on high, as upon 
the c^dar of Lebanon, yet they have been 
brought down. Death levels all diftinc- 
tions, and earthly poflfeflions make no diffe- 
rence in the grave ; let us fet our affeftions 
therefore upon things that are above, and 
not on things which iare beneath. If our 
affeftions be placed upon the fuperiorgood, 
we (Ijall feel gradually a lefs attachment to 
things thgit are feen s — lefs to this world, 
the fafjiion vyhereof is pafling away, and 
we are paffingawaywi^hit. Its pleafures 
are but as a cloud, or a vapour, which will 
foon difappear. We are haflening to the 
place of our deftination, let us therefore 
run with patience the race that is fet before us ^ 
imitating the example of the wife and vir- 
tuous of all generations, endeavouring to 
fqlfil the various obligations that we are 

under 
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under to the Author of our being and ott€ 
to another ; — to adopt the phrafc in the pa- 
rable, that we may be carried by angels into 
Abrahams bojhm^ and enter into the fulnefs 
of that joy of which we have here but a 
foretafte, as of the brook that is by the way<, 
. Perhaps fome prcfent, in the hours 
of their folitude, may refleft, that they 
pafs .unnoticed amidft the throng, while 
others fuftain the plaudit of the people. 
Let them confider, that, in a few days, 
there will be ah end put to their anxie- ^ 
ties : if they be virtuous, indeed, they arc 
deftifted for the regions of glory, immorta- 
lity, and eternal life,—* regions of which we 
can at prcfent form no adequate idea* We 
fee but darkly^ as through a glajs^-^we explore 
but a little of that vaft plan of the provi* 
dential government of the fupreme Being ; 
yet, in a fifture ftate, with faculties better 
difpofed, with minds properly prepared, it 
may be a part of our employment to invcf- 
tigate the difpenfations of divine provi* 
den^ie, which at prefent appear cxccedingljr' 

myfterious J 
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xnyflferiousj^lo celebrate, inafatOTfe world, 
the wonderful difplay of wifdom and pow- 
er in the conftitution of this, and alfo the 
goodiiefs of Ood in adapting^all his diipeti* 
fations to all his people for the accompliili-». 
ment of their fupreme good J and, from k 
principle of xonvidlion, to joiii theiieaven- 
ly hoft in. faying, Great 'and fnarvelkus are 
iby 'tvorksy LordGod Almighty: juft and frui 
are all thy iv/tysy thou King of faints. 1- "ani 
encouraged to expe^ this from the laying 
of Chriff , that what I dd^ thou kn&wift mi 
nowy bzttjhalt know beredjtir^ therefoft'e:, let 
not the poor be difconfolate in their h^bita* 
tions of/pi3>verty, but lettliem attempt, iii 
their refpeflive ft&tiofls> to fill up the dn-i 
ties of th^ir-diay^ and they ih%ll etid in peace 
cverlaflriflg. I intend hot by What I have 
faid thijt -i have &hy perfoA Iri view who is 
wanting in charity and benevolence ; by n6 
means : my defign is genetaL I cotntnend 
that good and virtiious dfifpofitioii which 
has been apparent in many whom I afti ad* 
idreffing ; and I wiflt they may perfevere irii 

that 
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A^mom to lay up for the^fdves a ^oodfotm^ 
>datim againji the fitneto coffiCi Hicbes are 
•ettcndtd with many ihares, ^r^^ io is po*- 
-vEity : that povcr^, <vhich brings a 'man tb 
iwantthevncceflkcics of life, -wiH squire iin^ 
common fortitade aind >|atknce to bear. 
The*e wt indeed inaresinetvery ftat?e* E- 
j\^ery ftjate is a ftatelofeprobationv and tlierc 
are temptations. Excited m oic: mlaiAs: which 
^ordf^jTpond w}tktl|ie/ilateand cirouraftaaicc* 
ihat wfe ai^eifi^: «ad>to lire fevitei. bidff^ 
that we poffefs* L^t us therefore lay cjiik. 
€very. weight a^ hu^j^^ and. ibej^- '^bicl ta^ 
Jiiy hefets ks^-a^(i rfmrmiiiripatiem^ the r^» 
fkfit'^sfet bgfirf^M, pfoeiifhlng, :ia the ftrft 
iuftance, a fijit»rc.;h»^ iof ^e,fuj)r©fflb Bfe^- 
iflg. in !che highcft li^ec, xkiild«he(n the love 
jbi our neighfeput.asdurielve^ that we may 
poiTdfe a fpirit of amiverfel benevolence^ 
3vhich will prompt Us to do 3ili the good Wfc 
can tQ that famUy of wfadch the Lord God 
Almighty is the, Father and Head. 1 con* 
jppjve,. indeed, thai religion and virtue allow 
": : , ../ ..-A. ', of 
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&( degrees ifi love* There are paculiaf at*» 
tachments which arife from confanguinity^ 
and alfo from affinityi which religion has 
no controverfies with. We read, in the cha*- 
rafter of our Lord, that, notwithftanding 
he poffeffed a love of nil his difciples, and of 
all the inhabitants of the ^arth, yet John 
feemed to be diftinguiftved : hi liaHed upofi 
bis bofom^ he was the difciple whom Jelus 
loved; but we are not hence to conclude 
that he loved no other i but there was a 
peculiar attachment to the difciple whom Je*^ 
fus loved. 

I would recommend, iti attempting 
every ftep of reformation, and in every 
good word and worki that we attend to^ 
and wait for, the influence of the holy Spi* 
rit ; that which would fanftify us^ that 
which wQiild gradually inform our imder-^ 
ftandings, remove our prejudices and out 
doubts, irifpire us with the moft fubftan*.- 
tial hopes, and open to us profpedls that 
arethe moft pleafing; and, whatever por*- 
tion of ill may be allotted us in the courfe 
of divine providence, let the virtuous ever 

bear 
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bear ill rettiembrance that there is a rhef^ 
the Jir earns whereof make glad the heritage 
of God ; and every fincere devoted foul, of 
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people, 
that feaf s God and works righteoufnefs, is 
part of' this heritage, which is replenifhed 
with the fhowers of immortal goodnefs, 
and is as a garden inclofed^ notwithftanding 
the different circumftance of individuals. 
The whole of this heritage is inclofed with 
walls that are impregnable, — impregnable 
againft the enemy. They will be preferv^d, 
by the providence of Almighty God, as in 
a garden that is inclofed, ■ — a garden that 
will be refreflied> with the defcent of celef- 
tial rain, that will be replenifhed, and bring 
forth the acceptable fruits of virtue and ho- 
linefs. Myfouk '. faith the Pfalmift, thir/f^- 
' ethfor God ; yea, for the living God i and a- 
gain, ^s the heart pariteth for the nvater^ 
hrooksy fo pantetb niy foul after thee^ O God f 
This is the difpofition of the humble foul, 
who looks upon the Lord as his fuperior 
good, and prefers a communion with him 

F t^ 
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to the increafe of corn ^ wine, of oil. He will, 
by every method, endeavour to keep open 
a communication with this fountain, — a 

' JFountain that will never be exhaufted* 
Thanks be to God we have a riwr : though 
we may be expofed to many things, to the 

: darknefs and light, the heat and the cold, 
yet, in the courfe of our pilgrimage, there 
is a river that flows from Hermon's hills, 
the ftreams whereof ever make glad the he- 
ritage of God. 

. Let us attempt to pafs along this river 
that we may be repleniftied, fo Ihall we 
experience that which is fpoken of Wiidom, 
my brook became a river ^ and my river became 

, afea. The good, the virtuous, man ; the 
man, that feels the emotions of filial piety, 
has recourfe to this river, A brook is o- 
pened to him by the way, at which he can 

. iatiate his thirft, and renew his ftrengtji. 

. He will, in waiting upon God, mount up as 

' on wings of an eagle y be willwalk^ and not be 

: weary ; run^ and not be faint. Thanks be 
to God that we have this river, and I wjfh 

!'- - * ' ' WC 
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we may diftinguifh this fountain of living 
water from the broken cijlerns that can bold 
no water. If this be the cafe with our 
"hearts, ihen we fhall find our confblation 
enlarge, our hopes increafe till they are 
loft in fruition, and our faith terminate in 
open vifion, in the contemplation of thofe 
truths of which we can at prefent form but 
inadequate ideas, when we fhall enter into 
the joy of our Lord, and be numbered with 
the wife. T^bey ^at are wife fhall Jhine as the 
brightnefs of the firmament^ and they that turn 
fmny to righteottfnejs as tbejlars for ever ^nd 
ever 7 
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THE 



PRAYER 



AT T H I 



CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING. 



MOST Gracious God, infpirc our 
hearts with fuitable reverence, that 
We riiay approach thee acceptably, and of- 
fer up our prayers to thee in full affurance 
that, though heaven is thy throne, and the 
earth thy footftool, yet thou art gracioufly 
pleafed to notice the inhabitants of this 

lower 
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lower world, as well as thofe who are clo-? 
thed with the greateft degree of dignity, 
and are perfectly happy in a world that is 
infinitely fuperior. Itnprefs our heart? 
with a fenfe of thy goodnefs, upon which 
we every moment depend. Let it be ma- 
nifefted unto us, that the- difpenfing of thy 
manifold grace flio\ild imprefs us with emo- 
tions of filial piety and gratitude unto thee, 
who art the fource of every thing that is 
good. We approach thy altar in the mul- 
titude of thy mereies,^ and look in confi- 
dence towards thee, that, notwithftanding 
our many infirmities, tber^ is mercy 'with 
tbee^ that thou mayejl be feared. Grant, we 
befeech thee, that j by the operation of thy 
holy Spirit, thou everlafting Shepherd and 
Bifhop of fouls, multitudes may be gather- 
ed out of the wxldernefs, in which they have 
wandered and been loft, within thy fold, 
to become a part of thy flock, and the ftieep 
of thy pafture. Be pleafed, in mercy, tp 
bring back every fheep that has ftrayed uur 
to the fold again, that, as we are thine by 
F 3 creation, 
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creation, we may, at length, be thine by 
adoption into a ftate of fonfbip, and be- 
come heirs of a fpiritual inheritance, the 
crown immortal, that fhall never fadie a- 
way. 

O moft-righteous and everlaftingFather, be 
pleafed, we humbly befeech thee, to look down 
upon the various circumftances of thy peo^ 
pie- conlble the poor, and abate the pride 
' of the rich, that we may, by the interpofi- 
tion of thy fpirit, be what thou wouldft 
have us to be, a humble dependent people, 
looking up unto thee as the fource 
whence all our bkffings are derived, and 
imploring at thy throne to be inftrufted to 
ufe our talents to the ends and purpofes for 
which thou haft given them, that, when e- 
ver thou Ihalt be pleafed to fummon us 
hence, we may have an evidence, a hope, as 
an anchor that is moft fure and ftedfaft, 
that may preferve our fouls in tranquillity 
when the waves of affliftion roar, when the 
winds of adverfity may blow upon us from 
every quarter. In the moft painful difpen- 

fations 
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fations we may have to pafs through, grant 
that we may find an afylum in thy name, 
which has been the tower of defence, the mu- 
nition of rocks, to the righteous in all ^ene- 
r^ons^ 

O Lord, enable us to cdl fuccefsfuUy up- 
on thy name, that .we may be fayed with 
an everlafting falvation ; that, fortified by 
thy grace, we may endure the dangers of 
profperity, and alfo the trials of poverty, 
if they fliall be permitted to attend us ; 
that we may not be elevated too high, nor 
puffed up to deny thee, and fay, who is the 
Lord ? nor may be, ever fo caft down and 
oppreffed in adverfity, as to fteal, and take 
thy name in vain, to deny thee, O God; 
but that/ in every diipenfation of thy pro- 
vidence, we may humbly acquiefce with 
thy \yill, and fey. Not my will, O Lord, bta 
thine be done. 

Grant, We befeech thee, that, under an 
awful fenfe of thy attributes, which it is 
not in the power of human beings, adequate- 
ly to conceive, nor of the tongues of an- 
F 4 gels 
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gels to exprefs, in the contemplation 
of thy attributes, our fouls, inflamed 
witK a fpirit of pure devotion, may afcend 
up, and put up our fupplications, to 
thee, OLord. We feel a holy awe per- 
vade our fouls : in the contemplation of 
tfiy attributes our words are fwallowed up : 
we offer unto thee the increafe of praife, and 
afcribe unto thee every thing that is excel- 
lent, every thing that is great : to thee be- 
long majefty and dominion, with every o- 
ther adorable attribute, now and for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE III. 



THERE i$ part of a pfalm, or hymn, 
compofed by a fervant of God, 
which has been revived, in my remembrance, 
in this meeting -, and I may fay, iii much 
fincerity, it hath been the language of my 
heart : Offer unto God thank/giving. 

The defign of the author of this pfalm 
Was, to excite, both in himfelf and in the 
minds of others, the moft fervent emo- 
tions of gratitude, thankfgiving, and praife, 
Thankfgiving, if it be more than tl\ecold 

formality 
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formality of unmeaning words, is tlie ge- 
nuine offspring of gratitude and devotion. 
It arifes from a juft fenllb of tlie manifold 
favours beftowed upon us by the providence 
of God, who hath liberally fupplied his 
creatures with the provifion neceflary for 
them; 

Th,e Scriptures fpeak of the Almighty 
not only as watching over, and providing 
for, the fuperior clafs of beings in this 
world, but as extending his providential 
care (to ufe a comparative ^mode of fpeech) 
to the meaneft of his creatures. Not a 
Iparrow falls without him : he heareth the 
young ravens when they cry, and he hath 
provided richly for the fotil of every living 
thing. Man, in a peculiar planner, appears 
to be diftinguifhed above all other clafles of 
animal exiftence by a rationgd power of re- 
fleftion. He is capable of afcending from 
cffeft tocaufe, of obfcrving tibe concatena- 
\tion thereof,, and of inferring, from the 
phaenom^na of nature, the exigence of a 
wife, powerf ul» intelligent, and good, Be* 

ing 
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ing, whom wfe call God. Hence he he- 
comes an ^accountable creature : hence he 
has a motive to thankfgiving and praife, of 
which the lower orders of animals are not 
capable 5 for, whatever fimilarity there may 
be between the endowments of inferior ani- 
mals, and their inftinftive powers, and the 
faculties of the human fpecies, yet hiftory 
affords us no inftance of the former betray- 
ing the leaft figns of devotion. Man is 
made a little, and perhaps but a little, low- 
er than the angels. He is capable of con- 
templating the attributes of the fupreme 
Caufe 5 and who can contemplate the at- 
tributes of the divine Being without feel- 
ing the emotions of filial fear and gratis 
tude ? But it is exceedingly to be regretted, 
that we ufe not thofe fuperior powers, with 
which we are endued to the npbleft purpo- 
fes, for which they were given us. Wc 
employ too little of the fhort fpan of time 
in the inveftigation of fubjefts which are 
adapted to infpire us with the beft affec- 
tions, and to acquire thofe virtues that 

would 
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would dignify our nature : but, inftead 
'thereof, we defcen"^ from the rank wc 
fliould fill, and, with inferior orders of a* 
nimals, make paflion, inftead of right r^- 
fon, our guide and ruler. Thus we be-? 
come governed by thofe fenfual appetite? 
which we fhould govern. We give away 
the power received for the nobleft purpo- 
fes, or make it fubfervient to our lowefl; 
^aflions ; and, like thofe animals which are 
fed by fruit which drops fpontaneoufly 
from the trees, fome people feem deftitutc 
of refle<Slion whence their provifion is deri- 
ved, feldom look up, feldom, if ever, con- 
template the caufe, feldom reflefl that the 
earth is the Lord's^ and the fulnefs thereof^ 
with the cattle on a thoufand hillsy and that 
. we are every moment dependent on his 
bounty. This is the unhappy circumftance 
of too many of the fons ajid daughters of 
men. 

I apprehend the principal defign of all 
Gofpel minifters is,, to excite in the minds 
of their hearers fuch reflexions, on beings 

circumftanced 
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circumftanced as we are, and on the rela- 
tion vyre bear one to another and tothe.fu- 
preme Caufe, as may be produftive of fi- 
lial piety, prompt us to make our hearts 
the facred altar of the Lord Almighty, and 
offer unto God thank/giving and praife. 

I fervently wilh that all our hearts may 
be' at this feafoh, and not only at this feafon 
but at all other times, fo impreffed with 
the infinite obligation we are under to the 
fupreme Being, that thankfgiving might be- 
come an habitual frame of fpirit> continued 
throughout all the occurrences of life, fet- 
ting the Lord always before our eyes that 
we do not evil or offend him. Ingratitude, 
it feems, adluated the children of Ifrael. 
Jt hath been the principal caufe, or fource, 
of all moral eyil. Thus, the people of the 
houfe of Ifrael received the favours of 
heaven without turning their thoughts 
reverently toward the fource whence 
they were derived : they ate and drank, and 
rofe up to play. 

Inftead 
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Inftead of being difpofed to thankfgiving, 
they indulged a fpirit of levity. They rioted 
on the divine bounty, arid forgot to give 
thanks : they wanted, therefore, a proper 
motive to the difcharge of their feveral du- 
ties ; for, when we are imprefled with it 
proper fenfe of gratitude for favours recei- 
ved, we are naturally dilpofed to fearch for, 
orftudy, the will and pleafure of the ^- 
ion who conferred on us thbfe favours. 
We carefully watch for an opportunity to 
€xprefs our gratitude, not only in being 
verbally thankful, but are alfo. ftudious 
to avoid every thing that <vould furivifh oc- 
cafion of offence to our benefadlor 5 ^ftid, ' 
on the other hand, are equally ftudious to 
render ourfelves, as much as poffible, wor- 
thy objefts of his favourable r^rf. Thus 
it is in focial life among men, and fimilar 
thereto it is with thofe minds which are im- 
preffed with a fenfe of gratitude to the Su- 
preme Being, The confideration of his 
goodnefs ftiould lead us to refledl on <»ir 
own unworthinefs ; for, we are indeed un- 
worthy 
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Hvortby of the kaft pf bis mercies^ and of his 
truth J yet he has favoured us with the for- 
mer and the latter rain, the upper and the 
nether lpring?j with feed-time and with 
harveft ; has filled our barns with plenty, 
and hath liberally provided for the fufte- 
^ance of his creatures. Impreffed with the 
fenfe which, this obligation impofes, the 
grateful heart wcnild approach his altar in 
the multitude of his mercies, and fay. What 
JhaJl we render unto thee for tby goodnefs to the 
children of nun ? 

This is the language of the devoted 
heart 5 and, though it might, be uttered 
only mentally^ or not be expreffed by any 
vocal found, yet the Searcher of hearts 
would accept that affe6lion, or devotion of 
mind. He accepts the intention of the 
heart before it is brought forth, or mam- 
fefted by any external a6t, and we (hall then 
have the moft powerful motive to hope for 
the divine aid. . Were our hearts thus im- 
preffed, we fhould embrace every opportu- 
njtty of enquiring how we fhould commend 

our* 
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ourfelves to his notice, — how exprefs the 
gratitude we feel.* We ftlould be induced 
to manifeft it by a difchargc of every re- 
ligious and of every focial duty, by waiting 
'Uponandworfliipping him, by offering to 
him the-pure incenfe of thankfgiving and 
praife, exprefling what we feel for the 
favours received, by communicating, in 
proportion to- our refpeftive meafures, to 
thofe who ftand in need of affiftance i and, 
indeed, impreffed with the' emotions of 
gratitude to God, it will be the chief plea- 
fure of our lives to go about doing good a- 
mong men. But of thofe, wh6 are defti- 
tute of this moft worthy principle of grati- 
tude, other joys allure the affections, other 
motives than religiousVand focial duties. 
They are in purfuit of fome favourite {tn-- 
"fualobjeft, which, at beft, compared with 
the fuperior good, is only an unfubftantial 
phantom, and purfued at the expence of e- 
very thing that confers real dignity on a 

rational 
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rational being, and renders him acceptable 
to the Judge of all the earth. 

Thus the children of Ifrael, in propor- 
tion as they loft fight of the providence of 
the Almighty, and of what he had done for 
them, became more and more depraved ; 
infomuch, that they joined fome of the 
furrounding nations in the performance of 
idolatrous a^s. They feemed to have loft 
the idea, of the unity of God : they became 
deftitute of a fpirit of gratitude. The 
prophet, in the name of the Lord, 'de- 
grades them beneath the condition of the 
moft contemptible claffes of animals: Hear^ 
ObeavetSjf and give ear^ O earth! for^ the 
Lord bdtbfpoken the ox knoweth his owner y 
and the afs his majiers crib^ hut Ifrael dotb 
not knowy my people dotb not confi^er. If 
thefe animals are not capable of rational 
refkftion, yet they pofiefs fomething that ' 
bears a refemblance of gratitude, diftin^ 
guiftied by the appellation of inJiinB. 
They, at ieaft, exprefs fome notice of thofe 
on whom they depend for fuppor t : the ox 

G knowetb 






( S2 ) 

knowetb its owner y 'and the afs his maker's 
crib. This paffage fets forth the great mo- 
ral depravity of that people ; and, in fhort, 
the hiftory, which the holy Scriptures Fur- 
nifh us with refpe£ling the children of If- 
rael, conveys a charge of peculiar igno- 
rance, obftinacy, and ingratitude : "The ox 
knoweth his owner ^ and the afs his majiers 
crih; but Ifraeldoih not knowy my people doth 
not confider. Ahyjinful nation^ a people laden 
with iniquity y afe$d of evil doers ! In ano- 
ther place,, the prophet hath fhe\\rn, that, 
in departing from what they fhould have 
been, in forfaking the God of their fa- 
thers, for want of a reverent attention to 
his ftatutes, they lo% the fpirit of devotion, 
and judgements were inflifted on them by 
extraordinary caufes. They deprived them- 
felves' of the felicity that is infinitely fupe- 
rior to all the gratifications of fenfual appe- 
tites. My people have ccmmitted two evils j 
they have forfaken me^ the Fountain of living 
waters y and have hewn to themfelves ci/lernSt 
broken djlems^ which can hold no water. Here 
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again they arc indireaiy charged wkjfi iii* 
gratitude. To ufe the figurative language 
of the holy Scriptures, hefpread a table fof 
them in the <wrldernefs^ condiji^ed them by « 
€kud iy day^ and a pillar ofjire by nighty 
put rflem into poffejSiofl of vineyards which 
^^ere not their Sy .and (f (dive-yards whick they 
hadnot planted y yet they were ungrateful 3 they 
ceafed to offer unto God thank/giving ; that is 
to fey, the fpccies of thankfgiving which is 
acoqytable to the fupreme Being. They 
i»ade, indeed^ .many prayers ; they fprcad 
forth their hands toward the habitation of 
feis 'bolinefs 5 the Services of the tabernacle 
were punctually performed ; but, with all 
thcfe, they poflefffed not a fpirit of thankf^ 
giving, 'but offered unto God a raere form of 
WMds, fentiments in which the heart took 
no part, which had not been dictated by a 
spirit .of gratitude. They offered, there- 
fore, the facrifice rf fools. Such is the 
weaknefs of oar nature, that we would 
perfuade ourfelves, wereitpoifible, that the 
. Almightypoffefiesthe vanity and ambition 
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of a creature who is fond of the incenfe 
of adulation, and capable of being decei- 
ved by the offerings of flattery, in which 
the heart is not interefted; but, as he is 
without the parts, fo he is without the 
paflions, of a creature. No weaknefs is 
to be attributed, to him, who is perfeft and 
felf-fufficient. He can derive no additional 
felicity from our thankfgiving : he can ex- 
perience no diminution from our withhold- 
ing him the praife which is due to his great 
and excellent name. He has inftituted 
worfhip, and commanded thankfgiving, fot 
our fakes, Ito promote our felicity, and not 
his own. Can we fuppofe, that, approach- 
ing him with words compofed by way of 
prayer and thankfgiving, in which the 
heart is not interefted, can be acceptable to 
him ? No • and therefore their new 
moons, the tailing of their afTemblies, and 
their many prayers, were not acceptable in- 
cenfe to the Lord God of Sabaoth. They 
\i2A committed two evils.: they bad forfaken 
biniy the Fountain of living waters^ and bad 
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hewn unto tbemfehes cifierns^ broken cijlerns^ 
which could hold tio water. Therein is fet 
forth the great lofs that people fuftained 
when they departed in heart from that re- 
verent attention which they fhould have 
paid to the fupreme Being while they were 
partakers of his favours and mercies \ the 
great lofs they fuftained by forfaking the e- 
verlafting Fountain of felicity for the mere 
fenfual pleafures of this life, which are not 
to be compared with the fpiritual joys that 
refult from a ftate of real devotion and 
thankfgiving. 

There is no fource of temporal pleafure 
but what may foon terminate. Difappoint- 
ment awaits us in every ftate. Pains, afflic- 
tions, difeafes, may foon render us incapa- 
ble of tafting thofe pleafures we have long 
been in the purfuitof ; and, after a tedious 
chafe, in the mdment when we blefs our- 
felves with the expeftation of fruition, we 
grafp the phantom, and find it air. How 
many inftances have we feen of people, in- 
toxicated with a fpirit of ambition and ava- 
G 3 rice, 
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rice, who fuppofed that the accumulation 
of wealth would render them perfedly hap- 
py ^ who have propofed to themfelves a fu-» 
ture period, wheh they fhould fit down at 
the end of their labours in peace ; and have 
gone on, from one ftage of life to another, 
led as it were by an ignis-fatuus^ to peram- 
bulate the enchanted circle ! Difappointment 
has terminated their purfuits. If we have 
fiot fomething elfe to reft our hopes upon 
than the pleafure which this world can pro- 
duce, we fhall be like the man who dreamt 
that he was hungry, and ate ^ thirfty, and 
he drank s but awoke, and beheld his appe- 
tites ftill remained ; and this may perhaps 
conftitute, in part, the mifery of a future 
ftate,— the entering into it with appetites 
which cannot be gratified. 

Having attempted to fhew the impor- 
tance of gratitude, and the difmal confe- 
quences that flow from the contrary prin- 
ciple, I will now attempt, at leaft, to 
point out one caufe why we feel fo little of 
this virtuous ?dF?6li9n j **» that is. Ambi- 
tion, 
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tion, the grand enemy of man*s felicity. 
On the wings of imagination, in an extra- 
vagant anticipation of the future, man de- 
prives himfelf of the enjoy mejit which vir- 
tue would yield him in the prefent hour. 
Ue labours for very vanity y arid difquiets hltn^ 
felf in vain. Perhaps we (hall find the ve- 
ry feeds of ambition fown as it were, and 
interwoven, with our very nature and con- 
ftitution. There is fome fpecies of ambi- 
tion that t^kes place in the loweft as well 
as in the higheft ranka of fociety. In our 
prefent circumftances, let them be what 
they may aboye wanting the neceflaries of 
life, (which is the lot of but very few, com-, 
paratively fpeaking ; and, of this few, the 
evil has been brought upon them princi- 
pally by their own imprudence and intem- 
perance,) we (hould be content. A few, 
indeed, have been fulyefted to want the ne- 
cefTaries of life by unavoidable events': 
thefe are worthy objefts of charity, and 
will not be negle6led by thofe who can feel 
for another's woeJ But, indeed, fuch is 
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the want of fympathy, that feme people 
feldom fee an affliftion without their own 
doors. They live for themfelves only, and 
feem as if they were as deftitute of the 
love of their neighbour as they are of gra- 
titude to God. But, with refpeft to this 
paflion of ambition, againft which I would 
in a peculiar manner endeavour to guard 
the minds of youth, refift it early, or 
it will grow with your growth, and ftrength- 
en with yourftrength. Guard againft the 
errors of libertinifm, the errors of the 
fpendthrift, and the errors of the mifer, 
that you may early poffefs . the emotioas of 
gratitude to the Author of your being. If 
it be your lot to abound in this world's 
goods, receive the fuperabundant favours 
with gratitude, and thankfully apply them 
to the purpofes for which they were given. 
But, fuch is the nature of this paffion, 
(ambition,) that it prompts us to look up 
to the clafles of mankind a little above us, 
and not to the Moft High. We look a- 
mong our neighbours, who have acquired 
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a little more than we have acquired, and 
are led as it were imperceptibly towards a 
ftate we can never attain. I have never 
known, in the cpurfe of my obfervation, 
a perfon, who was not contented in a low 
ftate of life, that was ever happier in a 
higher ; but I have known fome who have 
been happy in a low ftation, and, when 
they have eaten their morfel in quietnefs, 
have offered unto God thanklgiving and 
praife. Happinefs is tendered to all. Be but 
grateful, and thou fhalt be. happy 5 for, • 
gratitude will infpire us with this fentiment. 
Having food and raiment y be therewith con^ 
tent. 

I make thefe obfervations on the fubjeft 
without premeditation ; and, indeed, the 
want of order in my delivery of them will 
be -a fufiicient proof of it. I recommend 
them to your ferious confideration, and 
wifti your hearts may be fuitably impreffed 
with the fubjefl. And, though thankfgi- 
vingfhouldbe our general mental habit, our 
hearts ftiould be particularly impreffed with 
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it at particular times. We ought to look 
up with peculiar thankfgiving to the throne 
of grace in the moment of fruition* We 
have enjoined no peculiar mode, ,or form, 
of prayer or thankfgiving. We have no 
ceremony by way of grace before and after 
meat j but, in difpenfing with thefe forms, 
we do not difpenfe with the thing itfelf in- 
tended by them. We ought to be imprefied 
with filial piety towards our Almighty Fa- 
ther. We ought to make a folemn paufe 
previous to our partaking of the divine 
bounty, and to poffefs fuch a fpirit of de- 
votion, that we may offer ^ at leaft mental- 
ly, unto God thankfgiving and praife. 

And, at the clofe of the day, though we 
have no form of evening or morning pray- 
er, yet I would attempt to imprefs the 
minds of youth efpecially, that, before 
they clofe their eyes to fleep, they ftiould 
review the tranfaflions of the paft day, and 
fee what there is to approve, what to con- 
demn, — to contemplate the mercy and the 
goodijefs extended to them, that they may 
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offer unto God thank/giving for his mercies, 
and commend themfelves to his prote6lion. 
Again, in the morning, we ought alfo to 
offer up thankfgiving. If we poffefs this 
difpofition of mind, we ftiall not be entan- 
gled with the things of this life, which en- 
fnare, but fhall conlider ourfelves as ftran- 
gers and pilgrims on earth, anticipating a 
better country, a better inheritance, where, 
with faints and angels, and the fpirits of 
juft ^men made perfeft, in a humble con- 
templation of the divine attributes, and of 
the difpenfations of his providence, and fa- 
voured with the renewed impreflion of his 
goodnefs, we may, with purified fpirits, 
approach him in the multitude of his mer- 
cies, and offer unto him tbankfgiving and 
,f>raife I 
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DISCOURSE IV. 



^^-R ISEy and go hence ; for^ this is not thy 
reji ! We are abundantly inftru6i:- 
ed in the holy fcriptures refpefting the 
fhortnefs of human life, the brevity of all 
terreftrial pleafures, and the vanity of all 
human purfuits, compared v^ith the fatiC- 
faflion which is found in a courfe of virtue, 
and the glorious hope with which it infpires 
its humble votaries of ultimately poffeffing 
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an inheritance which is incorruptible ^ and 
fadetb not away. 

itis thc^wwtliy p«rpafej or end, of real 
religion, to ennoble our nature, to raife 
our thoughts and contemplations from car- 
nal to fpiritual, from terreftrial to celeftial, 
Objefts. Sm your a^Siiens; fays the apof- 
tie, on things above^ not on things on the 
earth. If our affeflions be folely pLiced on 
things which are beneath, or on the plea- 
.fures derived to ufi^ton aa intercourfe with 
the objefts of fenfe, our happinefs, indeed, 
will be exceedingly fhort-lived and uncer- 
tain. Here we have no coiitinuing city : eve- 
ry thing of a terreftrial nature is mutable. 
There is not afty ftaie or drcumftaiioe of 
life, however pleating, that we can have a- 
ny fecurity will continue long. 

A tranfition, from a ftate of opulence 
to a ftate of poverty, our own obfervations 
have inftra£led us, lias fometimcs been 
'made very quick. We cannot either fore- 
fee or prevent thofe occurrences which 
may be -produdlive in future of profperity 

or 
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or adverfity, of pleafure or pain. The 
fajhion of this worlds faith the apoftle, paf- 
fetb anvizyy and we are indeed paffing with 
it. Short is the fpan of human life : ihort 
the path we have to tread from the cradle 
to the grave, the houfe appointed for the 
reception of all livings for,, duji thou art^ 
and to duJi thoujhalt return. Seeing, there- 
foi'e, we have no continuing city^ let us form 
the wife refolution of feeking one that is to 
conie; a city which hath foundations^ whofe 
builder and maker is God. I have underftood 
by this paiTage of Scripture, which is figu^ 
rative, that we are called upon, as rational 
creatures, by the voice of divine wifdom, 
feeing all the pleafures, or fatisfaftions, 
which arife from an intercourfe with fen-" 
fible objects, muft terminate, to endeavour, 
by the beft ufe or application of thofe 
powers, which heaven has endued us with, 
to feek that fpecies of happinefs which will 
be permanent, and is adapted to the nature 
of a rational and an immortal fpirit. This 
' is the coniment which I have made on this 
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paffage of holy writ : and I do moft fervently 
wifh that our minds may be difpofed at this 
feafon ferioufly to reflect on the comparative 
folly of all fenfual indulgences, and on the 
vanity of human purfuits 3 and be anima- 
ted to feek the fuperior good, . a habitation 
in the city of the faints folemnitiesy a city that 
hath foundations. icc?>5', faith the text, upon Zi-- 
on^ the city of our foletnnities^ and thine eyes 
jhallfee yerufalem a quiet habitation ; not one of 
its Jiakes Jhall ever be removedy nor any of its 
cords be broken : there the glorious Lord is to 
its inhabitants as a place of broad rivers and 
Jireams. He is the fource whence their 
Happinefs is derived ; and, as he is immor- 
tal, the happinefs, derived from an inter- 
courfe or communion with him will 
confequently be permanent. We are in- 
ftru6led by what means we are to feek fuc- 
cefsfully this city that hath foundations. We 
are told, in the Revelations, in words fooje- 
what / of this import, Bleffed is he who 
keepeth the commandments of God : he 
ftiall have accefs to the tree of life, which 
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ftands in the midft of the Pafadlfe df God, 
fliall enter in through the gates into the 
city, and become a fellow-citizen with the 
faints, and of the houfehold of God. Here 
we learn, that, if we would poflefs a ha]>i- 
tation in this city, we muft feek it by walk- 
ing in the commandments. Again, if thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
There is no other way to become an inha- 
bitant of this city than by obedience to the 
facred commandments of heaven, which are 
of univerfal obligation. Let ns notj there- 
fore, expe6l'to climb up any other way, or 
to attain a ftate of felicity hereafter,^ by a- 
ny other mode than obedience from the 
heart to the ittanifeftations of the divine, 
will ; and, with refpeft to the command- 
ments of God, we are alfo inftruCled by. 
what means they are tp be afcertained ; at 
leaft, by individuals for themfelves : ama^ 
nifejlation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit mtbal. It is called light, becaufe it 
hath a property which is analogous to that 
element. It illuminates the underftandings 
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o^ mankind, by itiiru£ting thejn in mat- 
ters of the greateft importance,— ^matters 
which refpe6t their final acceptance^ with 
the Judge of the whole earth at the laft 
day. 

But, Aough the light fhines, or a manl" 
fijiation of the- Spirit is given to pvery man to 
profit withaly yet there- are, comparatively 
fpeaking, but few wljo attend to its dic- 
tates, and purfue that c;ourfe of vi«rt«e 
which the light of the gofpelof Jefus evi- 
dently points out. It is with many as it 
was with the multitude when our Lord 
was perfonally on earth. Lights fays he, is 
come into the^ worlds but- men love darknefs rar - 
tber-than light: He came, a divine meflln- 
ger of heaven, ta propofe the terms ofi re- 
conciliation to fallen creatures. He came 
toenUghten their underftandings, to cor- 
real the depravity of their hearts, to puri^ 
fy them, and to make them nieet for an in* 
beritance which is incorruptible^ and fadetk 
not away. He came to reveal to. them the 
way which leads to this glorious^ city-; but 
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ttiey tui^ned a- dtaf car to the m'ftra6lions of 
wifdom : they wottld hot at tcfld to his coufi- 
. fef, nor be adrho^iftied by his reproofs. 
Ligbf is come irifa the wvrU^ but men loi)e 
darknefs rather thnii light. i'hey hate thi 
lights neither come to the lights leji theif- deedi 
Jhtmld ie reproved. 

Perhaps, if ^ vt^e review our lives ; if we 
I look kifo the book of confcience, we fhall 
I find fom^thing recorded there which bears a 
I refemfclafice, itoore or lefs, to the circum- 
ftaftceof thole people in th6 days? of ou^ 
Lord'^ perf6nai afppearance on earth^. 
There is rrot a being, arrived to years capa^ 
ble of fei^ious r6fle6lion, who hath not had i 
fome fecret convi6lions for doing vv^rorig ? 
Who hath not had fome^ compuiiftioh of 
Confciciice for having tranfgreffed thelaws^ 
and ftatutes of heaven* But, as the point*^ 
ing of the facred finger leads to things cbn^ 
traty to the wifli of the fenfual heart, im«^ 
merfed in ple^fures derived from terref- 
Mai purfiiits, v^e are not difpofed fo attend 
to' the iliftru6lioft df the facred mohitoK- 
H 2 ; -:r >:^. We 
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We are rather difpofed to be flattered in 
our vices, to be foothed in our fins, than 
to have them correfted, and to be led into 
the j lift man's path, which is as the Jhining 
lights that Jhineth more and more unto the per- 
feSl day. ^ 

There is a circumftance on record con- 
cerning an ancient king, which may ferve, 
perhaps, to illuftrate the doftrine which I 
have in view to affert. He was about to 
lead out his army to battle, and was doubt- 
ful of the event of his intended enterprife. 
He was defirous, if poflible, to know what 
fliouldbe the decifion of the day j and, for 
that purpofe, he intended to confult fome 
feer \ but he meant fome perfon who ftiould 
be capable of flattering his vanity and wifh- 
es. A prophpt of the Lord was propofed 
to him,— one who had never a6led the part 
of a fycophant, but had fpoken the word 
of the Lord faithfully: — but he was not 
difpofed to confult this prophet. That^ 
indeed, which would have recommended 
him to every judicious perfon, was the caufe 
-^ -^ . . r r of 
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of his refufing to confult him. He kiiew 
he would not attempt to footh his vanity, 
prophefy fmooth things, or fpeak deceit: 
therefore he determined not to confult him, 
I bate him^for be doth not prophefy good con^ 
cerning me^ but evil. And thus, with re- 
fpe6t to the divine monitor, the manifefta- 
tion of the grace of God in the human 
heart, which bears a faithful leftimony to 
our confciences ; we are not difpofed to 
attend to its didlates, but we call upon our 
paffions to footh us, to flatter us, and to 
concur with our vain hopes, and, by this 
means, have neglefted things which are of 
the greateft importance. We are rather de- 
firous that we may be indulged in the pur- 
fuit of lying vanities, than to have oiir 
eyes efFe6lually opened to fee our own na- 
kedncfs, the depravity of our hearts, and 
the way which leads to Zion. I bate bim 5 
for^ be doth not /peak good concerning me^ but 
evil. Thus mankind hate the reproofs of 
the divine light in their own confciences, 
becaufe it teftifies againft their darling paf- 
H 3 fions. 
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lion?, 8pd thwarts them in ^their pleafing 
pijrfuits J intercepts their longr indulged 
profpe^s, and ppintg out to them a road, 
the purfuit of which would afford them n6 
pleafure though it leads to Zion* Their 
thoughts are engroffed bys inferior objefts ; 
they hav? no tafte, or reliftj, for things 
y^hich pre ef ^fpiritual nature, but would, 
if it were pofTible, take up their reft in 
tranfient gratifications, apd not be fblici-. 
tpus with refpe6l to the conclufion of the 
icene, or what fhall be their circijmftsnc?, 
prftate, in the world, oj life, wbiph is to 
come. 

^bey bate, tbe Ugbt : why fo ? becaufe it 
manifefts their deeds of darknels. They 
dp not like to take a view of their own 
hearts. Such is the depravity thereof, that 
a view of it is indeed humiliating to the 
pride of human nature. They had rathe? 
draw a veil over their fins than f^e them iu 
their proper colours, as they really are i 
or purfue fuch meafure^ of condqft as 
would ennoble their nature, re^ify their 
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jiidgeiftents, and open to thetti ^rtffpe^s 
far more inviting thian what this world can 
aflSord, eveh the profpeft of an everlafting 
habitation in the new bedven and the new 
-earth, wherein righteoujhejfs dwelk. 

But, though I atei led to ipeak af tier this 
manner, I have no doubt that there are, 
many in this audience who have weighed 
the worth of vanity, and eftinlated the in- 
fignificancy of all terlreftrial things ; who 
have feen that they are hot adapted to fa** 
tiate the thirft of in itttmortal fpirit. . l^hey 
have contemplated, and have gathered 
from their own obJfervations, that every 
thing is mutable ; — that the finger of Om- 
hipotence hath written on the face of univer* 
fal nature, ^ey Jhatt perijh. They have 
gathered, I fay, from their own obferva- 
tions, that every thing, included in this 
fyftem, is mutable.; and that, iii a fhort 
time, a period will be put to their exif- 
teftce on earth, when their connexion with 
all fublunary objefts will be diffolved i6i 
ever. Under fuch a profped of the uncet^ 
H 4 tainty 
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tainty of terreftrial pleafures, they have 
been animated tofeeka city which bathfoun^ 
dations i or, in other woi'ds, have been ex- 
cited, by the pureft motives, to purfue 
thofe means which will introduce that hap^ 
pinefs into the foul which is not dependent 
on any elementary or fecondary caufes, but 
on an union of foul with the Author of 
its being ; and have chofen, if it fhould be 
their lot in the courfe of the providence of 
divine wifdom, to fuffer rather affliSion mth 
the people of God^ than to enjoy the pleafures of 
fn^ which are but for afeafon. I falut:e thefc 
with the falvation of the love pf the gofpel 
of Chrift. Th'efe are feeking a city which 
hath foundations^ whofe builder and maker is 
God ; and their hope will not be as the 
' hope of the hypocrite^ which will perijh^ but 
a hope that will terminate in an everlafting 
fruition of joys, which eye hath not feen^ 
nor hath ear heard ^ nor hath it entered into thi 
heart of man to conceive. , Blejfed are they 
who keep the commandments of God : they will 
have acfefs tq the tree of life^ which Jiand^ in 

the 
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tie midji of the Paradife of God, and Jhall 
enter in through the gates into the city, — be- 
come felloW'citizens with the faints J and of the 
houfeholdofGod. For, having been redeem- 
ed from the bondagje of corruption/ they 
Ihall enjoy the glorious liberty of the fons 
of God ; they fhall enter into the city of 
the faints folemnities,^ the inhabitants ^ 
whereof fhall never complain that they are 
fick. Indeed, it affords the mofl enlivening • 
fpecies of hope, to them that feek this city, 
that, when the clouds fhall gather black- 
nefs, darknefs, and tempeft, — when the 
profpeft of the future fhall be exceedingly 
gloomy,-^they can penetrate this gloom, and 
anticipate an everlafling habitation in pu- 
rer fkies, in the new heaven and in the new 
earth, wherein righteoufnefs dwells. I wifh, 
friends, we may be effectually animated by 
the confideration of thefe things : that, . 
feeing every thing is uncertain, and that 
we may be deprived of the choicefl of 
terreftrial bleffings in an unexpe6led hour, 
let M^ feek a city that hath foundations^ and 

lay 
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iay up fir durfelws' a good foundation againj^ 
the time which is to come. 
' It is, indeed, to be ackhowlcdged, with 
reverent gratitude and praife, that many 
are the bleflings we have received in th« 
courfc of God's providence s and we Ought 
to receive them in a humble becoming man- 
ner,— in a manner becoming dependent bfr* 
ings, who have nothing which they have 
not received, and to ufe, or apply, them to 
the purpofe for which they were given. 
But we are not to reft fatisfied in thofe en- 
joyments which are to be derived merely 
from an intercourfe with terreftrial objefts. 
jdrife^ and go hence j this is not thy refi I But 
there is a refi prepared for the people of God ; 
and that reft is to be attained by a reverent 
attention to his commandments. This is 
the conftant doftrine of the holy Scrip- 
tures, botlkin the old and in the new Tefta- 
ment : let us, therefore, ftudy the will of 
heaven refpefting usj and let it be our 
conftant concern to recommend ourfelves to 
the Author of our being, by manifefting 

the 



the Jove, we feel or poflefs for him. In 3 
rpyer^fit attention to his ftatut^ and his 
commandmwts. Were our hearts thus dif. 
pofcd heayen-ward to feek the fuperior 
good, We fhouW be able to join with the 
royal pfalmid in faying, My foul tbir/letb 
for Gt^dy far the living God! Again, As the 
bartpant^th after the water-brooksy fo pantetb 
my fhul after thee^ God ! A contempla- 
tion of the divine law, to thofe who love 
it, would ppsn a fource of the mqft 
exalted pleafure, and they would in-^ 
de6d fay with the pfalmift, I'hy flatutes 
are myfongs in the boufe of my pilgrimage » 
Now I underftand, ty fangs in the text, 
; that they were the chief, or principal, ob- 
t jefts of his afFeftions ; that they were in- 
f fcribed on the tablet of his heart, as well 
as written on the pofts of his doors. They 
were the fubjefts of his meditation when 
he lay down and when he rofe up. 

May it pleafe the Author of all good fo to 

infpire our hearts with a noble contempt of 

I all fenfual indulgences, as that we may 

purfue 
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purfue thofe things which are iftoft exceU 
lent ; and, feeing the infufficiency of all 
terreftrial fcenes to communicate to us per- 
manent felicity, we may fet'our afFe6tions 
on things which are above, and, by a courfe 
of pra6lical virtue and obedience, lay up 
for ourfelves treafure in heaven, where 
the moth nor ruft cannot corrupt, nor 
thieves break through, and fteal. Then 
fliall we ultimately attain that reft which is 
prepared for the people of God, in which 
there is fulnefs of joy ! 



DISCOURSE 
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DISCOURSE V. 



npHERE is a paffagc of holy writ 
* which hath engaged my ferious me- 
ditation. You will find it, on facred record, 
in words to this purport : 

If thine own heart condemn thee noty then 
baft thou confidence towards 'God ; by which 
I have underftood> thou haft confidence, 
and a humble expectation of the divine 
bleffing, and that thou fhaJt be accepted 
of the Judge of the whole earth in the 
day of judgement, the day of final deci- 
fion* 

The 
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The apoftle alfo fays. But, if thine own 
heart condemn thee^ ^ remember that God is 
greater^ and kmweih- M things \ hf whlcfr I 
have underftood, that, if we ftand con- 
demned at the tribunal of our own hearts, 
we (hall not be approved of him, who 
looketh ntot ^ man looketh^ bat looketh at 
the heart. 

I conceive, however, that this paflage is 
not to be admitted- wiiheirt ibm^ exception ; 
for, it is poffible that fome people may 
have digreffed fo widely from the paths of 
tmith and' vittxiey amd* fank h deeply klto 
tiberloweft fpccie^ of fcnfuaJity, as to Have 
l£^underftandin^ clouded^ and perdsive 
not the propriety -dxvA tbe exccilertcy of vir*< 
tucs^. Their cocifckncelr ^ac^htcorm Jearsd as 
mitB a hwr irm. ReitCTatcd** tianfgrefii<a»r o£ 
thedivine law rendens' the heart, as^ ifc were; 
m foaitf <fegrfee, callons, and it lofes* that 
dettcate nftaral fenfifeiiity diftingaiflied* byi 
the a^f^ellation of cotifcience* Oh thfe cM-- 
tiiwhandi fbmepiouis^ well-difpofed- people; 
afflidted perhaps by fomefpecies of nat^iral 

difeafe. 
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(Hieafe) Tiave let in, and cheriflied, ground- 
le& fears and apprehenfions, have thought 
thenffelves fa morall]? depraved and pollu- 
ted, that, though Ibme of them feem to be 
tite beft of mankind^ we may have obferved 
them tx> have be^i brought to the confines 
of tiie horrible pit of defpair. Thefe may^ 
l think,, b^confidered as exceptions to thia 
genferal rule of the apoftle. 

NiS^w I conceive, the apoHle intended to. 
this purport -, that, whoever wifhes to re* 
Cfiive. the beft information refpedting the. 
duties which he owes to his Maker and ta 
his fellow-creatures^ and purfues thofe 
xnean^ of inftrufltion which he apprehends 
will be the moft conducive to obtain it, and? 
who conforms his life, his manners, and his^ 
convcrfation,. agreeably to that knowledge 
which he has received, as he will not be 
condemned of his own heart, but hav« the: 
teftimony of a confcience void cf offence ia-- 
wards God and towards man^ ib he will be, 
approved of his • Maker, and approved of 
the wife, the diic^ming, and the gcJOd, of 

all 
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all ranks and denominations of mdn. On 
the contrary, the man who wilfully a£ls a* 
gainft the fober diflates of his judgement, 
will of courle (unlefs he becomes indeed a 
reprobate) feel the teftimony of his own 
confciencc againft him. Perhaps this mo- 
ral fenfibility may not always attend him. 
In his convivial hours, — hours that are fet 
apart for the gratification of merely fenfual 
appetites, — hours that are ptffed in 
unholy delights, in rioting and drunkennefs, 
in chambering and wantonnefs^ he may not be 
fufceptible of the impreffions of confcience; 
yet, in the moments of his recefs, when he 
retires from the pleafmg and delufive fcenes 
of vanity, in the moments of cool reflec- 
tion, he will feel the teflimony of his own 
confciencc, which may prompt him to a£t 
vin a manner fimilar to that of our great 
prhnogenitor, who, in the calm evening of 
the day, remembered the tranfgreffion *of 
the morn, felt the reproaches of his own 
confciencc, and attempted to hide himfelf 
from the all-penetrating eye of the Lord of 

the 
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the univerfe. Adam^ where art thou ? l^e 
hid himfelf among the trees of the gar- 
den ; and thus it is with us, or has been, 
more or lefs, with us all. We firft tranf- 
grefled, and then fought to hide our tranf- 
greffion ; for,i it is my firm opinion, that, 
if mankind were as heartily concerned to 
reform their evil prdftices as they are to 
conceal them, the, work of reformation 
would foon be more ftriking and apparent 
amongft the feveral ranks and claffes of 
mankind. 

Whoever has the teftimony of his con- 
fcience againft him will have no folid 
. foundation of hope, or expe£lation, of be- 
ing approved of him whofe laws he has 
tranfgrefled, whofe ftatutes he has viola- 
ted. 

I wifh, my friends, we might be all fuit- 
ably impreffed with the importance of this 
fubjeft. It is of all others the moft inte- 
refting to us, — a good confciente. 

But it is exceedingly to be regretted that 

this ipecies of good, this fpecies of riches> 

I is 
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is-too feldomthe objeft of our purfuit. Ill 
» this world, we are as a gueft that tarrieth 
but for half an hour. In a fliort time, 
thofe who poflefs goodly inheritances muft 
leave them to their children or heirs. Ge- 
neratidn fucceeds to generation very quick- 
ly. Were we, therefore, to poflefs all the 
riches of this world ; were we to be made 
proprietors of the world itfelf, tinder the . 
anticipation of that folemh period when we 
Ihall be about to quit this terreftrial fphere, 
what is it that a man would not give in ex^ 
change for bis foul ! What is it he would tiot 
part with, were it in the power of his dif- 
pofal, for the teftimonyof a good confcience^ 
to give him a humble confidence towards 
God, that the future ftate he is juft enter- 
ing upon fhall be within the confines of the 
general aflembly of the jufl: and purified 
Ipirits, who, in the fruition of eternal joy, 
receive the end tf their faitby even t\it faha-^ 
tion of their Jbuh ! 

I befeech you, my friends, in ^e'love of . 
the gofpel of Chrift, that ye walk mftiy\ 

that 



that ye be fh€umfpeSi^ that ye ftudy, in fhe 
firftplac^, your refpeftive duties, that you 
be prompted by the pureft and worthieft 
motives to afit agreeably with the informa- 
tion you have received, that fo you may 
jpoffefs this ineftimable bleffing, a^Wc(3;i- 
fcience, or a confcience "ooid of offence bptb to-^ 
%siards God and tQivards man. 

This is that fpecies of treafure v^^hich we 
are exhorted to lay up for ourfehes inhea'oer^^ 
in bags that wax not old, where the moth and 
the rujl cannot corrupt^ nor thieves break 
through and Jieal. This is the fpecies q£ 
riches, and the only fpecies pf riches, which 
the craft and violence of others cannqt 
wreft from us 5 for, it is fecured beyond 
the power of plunder : it is fecured in a 
man's own heart, over which his neighboijr 
can have no controul. But, whatever elfe 
he pofleffejs, be may, in the courfe of di- 
vine providence, be ftripped of. He may 
lofe his fair inheritance ; it may be tranfla- 
ted to the bands of others^by events which 
fcumAn wifdQOi qould not forefee, nor hu- 

I % man 
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man pradence prevent. He may be ftrip-' 
ped of all his property, and be brought to 
penury and want ^ but the teftimony of a 
good confcience cannot be taken from a 
man : it muft be given away, — it muft be 
voluntarily parted with, by a tranfgreffion 
of thofe dictates which may be called the 
law of confcience. Therefore let us lay up 
for ourfelves a good foundation againft the 
time to come. 

But I am aware of an obje6tion which, 
perhaps, may be made. It is this : the 
excellency of a good confcience is univerfal- 
ly admitted j but whefe is the man who 
poffefles this ineftimable treafure ? Where 
is the man who can lay his hand upon his 
heart, and fay, that it condemns him not? 
Upon a review of the aftions of his life, 
and the influencing motives of his conduft, 
where is the man who can lay his hand up- 
on his heart, and pronounce himfelf imma- 
culate ? 

I believe there is not fuch a man exift- 
ingj that is to fay, a man that doth not fin, 

or 
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or hath not aforetime finned \,for^ all have 
Jinnedy . and fallen Jhort of the glory of God, 
and of coiirfe have forfeited thofe glorious 
privileges which were poffefled by our pri- 
mogenitors in their paradifiacal ftate, before 
they tranfgrefled the divine law* We have 
finned, and fallen fhort of the^ glory of 
God 5 but we are abundantly inftrufted, 
both in the old and new Teftament, that . 
the Author of our being willeth not the 
death of thejinner^^ — that he willeth not the 
deftruftion of creatures which he hath 
formed capable of eternal life. He is not 
difpofed, at all events, to confign them to 
the realms of irremediable woe and mifery, 
but has manifefted himfelf towards his 
creatures in the charadler not only of a 
juft, but alfo of a merciful and gracious, 
being ; a being who compaflionates the in- 
firmities, the weaknefles, and wanderings, 
of his creatures, and who hath provided a 
means for the redemption of mankind from 
fin, and, of courfe, from mifery : • — that 
45iean5 is Jefus Chrift, the mediator of the 
I 3 new 
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niew covenant, the high-prieft of theChriC^ 
tiandifpenfation, conftituted, not after the 
law of a carnal commandment, btit after 
the power of an endleifs life, who remain- 
eth a prieft for ever. It is a faithful faying^ 
artd it is worthy of all acceptatioriy that Jefus 
Chriji came into the world to fave fritters j not 
to, fave them in their fins, but to fave them 
from their fins, to cleanfe them from all 
unrighteoufnefs, to reftore unto his crea- 
tures the glorious liberty of the fon^ of 
God, and, of confequence, a good con- 
fcience : Wherefore^ ' fays the apeftle, we 
trii/i we have a good confcience. 

This is the great and glorious purpofe of 
the manifeftatioh of the Son of God, that, 
notwithftanding we have finned, and fallen 
fliort of his glory 5 that we all, as iheep, 
have gone aftray from the (heepfold, and 
have wandered in the wilderaefs of this 
tvorld, yet, if we confefs mr fhs^ Gt>d is 
faithful andjuft to forgive us ouvfnsy and ta 
cleanfe us from all unrighteoujhefs j by which 
I underftand, that the office of the m^a^ 

tor 
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tor is not only to be the means of the remif- 
iion of fins that are paft, through the for- 
bearance of God, but that his office alfo is 
Xo cleanfe and fanftify the penitent foul, — ^to 
cleanfe it from all unrighteoufnefi^ and, of 
courfib, it will have a good conference, and 
have confidence towards God. Now thefe 
are general propofitions, to which we all 
.accede. Offers of mercy are held out to us 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, and our 
confciences will mofl certainly condemn us 
ualefs we attempt to apply thofe offers, to 
apply thofe healing qualities, unto our- 
felves. The teftimony of our confciences 
will ftand againft us if we negleft this great 
lalvation, which is offered to us through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. I befeech you, 
therefore, by the mercies of God, (than 
which there is nothing, perhaps, more 
likely to influence the fenfible and judicious 
part of mankind, who open their eyes, and 
view the vaft extent of the divine empire j— 
who contemplate the pbaenomena of na- 
ture, and the feveral means that the Au- 
I 4 thor 
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thor of nature has taken for the conferva- 
tion of all the fpecies of his creatures, I 
befeecb you^ therefore y brethren^ by the mer- 
cies of God J that you prefent your bodies a 
living facrifice^ holy and acceptable to Gody 
which is our reafonablefervice. But there is 
no facrifice that can be offered upon the al- 
tar of God, there is no prayer whatever 
which claims the notice of the Lord God 
of Sabaoth, which is not the offspring of 
a humble, of a devoted, heart, fenfible of 
its weaknefs, fenfible of its unworthinefs, 
and of a purity of intention to apply thofe 
means for its redemption, and to purfue 
thofe methods, for the future, which fhall 
receive the teflimony of confcience, and 
the recompence of the juft at thelafl day. 

Let it, then, be the firfl objeft of oUr 
attention to feek a good confcience. Let 
us think every thing elfe but as drofs and 
as dung. Every acquifition we may make 
within the compafs of the creation, bears 
no proportion to the bleffing of a good 
confcience ; for, pofTefTms this, a man has 

peace 
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peace at home. Whatever tumults may a- 
rife, whatever winds may blow, whatever 
affli6tions may furround him, thefe will but 
play round his head ; they cannot reach his 
hearty for, the good man Jloall be fatisfied from 
himfelf. He will have a fource of fatisfac- 
tion in himfelf, which will diffipate every 
gloom, — a fatisfaftion the fenfual are ftran- 
gers to. He will look beyond the confines 
of time, and expeft a habitation in the new 
heavens and the new earthy wherein righteoiifnefs 
dwells. Though men fhould look upon his 
life to be without ufe, and his end without 
honour, yet he will be approved of God, 
and the lot of his inheritance will be with 
the faints. But, if a man does not poflefs 
the teftimony of his own confcience, he 
cannot be happy in any circumftance of 
life. Wherever he goes, his confcience 
will attend him 5 and, even in the houfe of 
banqueting, he will fometimes, as it were, 
fee a hand-writing on the wall, Tihou art 
weighed in the balance^ and found wanting. 
Jf he come to the greateft honour and 

preferment. 
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preferment, ftillhe will be like Cain s and, 
having a bad confcience, may be doomed to 
compafe the earth without being able to 
make a happy fettlement in any part of it. 
He has no peace in himfelf : he is feeking 
for that without, which muft be foun4 
(if ever it be found) within, him 5 for, if a 
man be completely fatisfied, it muft . be 
from himfelf : (it muft not, however, be 
confidered as the effeft of his moral con- 
duft, apajt from Jefus Chrift ; it muft pro- 
ceed from that pure ftate which is termed, 
in the fecred writings, regeneration.) His 
^eftions muft be tranflated from creaturcf 
ly objefts to the Creator. They muft be 
fct, not on things beneath, but on things 
which are above, and then it will^ become 
the objeft of his purfuit, to lay up trea- 
furc in heaven; and, where the trcafure is, 
there will the heart be alfo. 

But, let it not be imagined that that is 
peculiar to an inhabitant above the ftarst 
Let it not be imagined that he muft afcend 
to the heights abpve to feel the joys of the 

com^ 
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commtifiity, or fociety, of purified fpirits j 
for, thejuft upon earth, and the glorified in 
I heaven, participate of the fame eternal 
Fountain of mercy, goodncfs, and truth : 
they are replenifhed at the fame immortal 
Fountain of mercy and goodnefs; — a 
1^ Fountain, that can never be drawn dry, — ^a 
j Fountain, at which the righteous of all de- 
I nominations have drunk. They have been 
I refrelhed with thofe ftreams which inter- 
fe6l this vale of tears ; and, as they have 
pafled aldng, they have experienced a growth 
r iti grace, and in the faving knowledge of 
« the Lord Jefus Chrift. They have enjoyed 
* a foretafte of that fpccies of felicity wbicb 
I i^e idtb notfeerij ear hath not benrdy nor batb 
it entered into the heart of matty unregenerate 
I tn^n, to conceive. This is written for all 
'that {kail be joined to the focicty of the 
^ juft 5 not to any tribe or nation in particu- 
lar, but to people of all names and tongues 
thaty^^ Qqd (md Wr'k figbteoujhefs^ whole 

hearts 
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hearts condemn them not, who poffefs the 
teftimony of a good confcience, 

We are told, that the kingdom of heaven 
is within us ; and our Lord^ forewarning his 
difciples concerning the deceivers of the en- 
fuing times, who (hould fay,Lc>, here isCbriJi^ 
and/<7, there is Cbrijl I cautions them, fay- 
ii^g> go ^ot forth after them : the kingdom 
of heaven, fays he, is within you. And, 
in another place, it is defined to be righ- 
teoufnefs, peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghoft. 
Then, wherever there is the beauty of 
righteoufnefs, wherever there is that mo- 
ral rectitude which is confonant to the law 
of God, there is the kingdom of heaven, — 
there is the temple of the Holy Ghoft^ s and, 
thus fan6lified in the name of the Moft 
High, the veffel bears the infcription of 
Holinefs to the Lord! T'be kingdom of beaven 
is within you. Let us be concerned to expe- 
rience that re6litude of heart, that conver- 
fiph of foul, which will qualify us to en- 
joy the incomes of the Holy Spirit^ — that 

will 
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will qualify us to ,have communion with the 
Father y and with his Son Jrfus Chriji. 

I commend thefe obfervations to your 
fcrious confideration, befeeching you, my 
friends, let it be the firft objedl of your 
ftudy to attain and keep a good confcience. 
If we are confcious of having finned, let us 
implore the interpofition of the divine mer- 
cy ; let us be proftrate at the footftool of the 
throne of divine grace; let us attempt to feel 
thofe afFeftions, thofe penitential affedlions, 
that will prompt us to enter into the temple 
of the Moft High, in a difpofition of mind 
fuitable to the occafion, and fimilar to that 
of the poor publican. We have nothing 
that we can boaft of. Indeed, the moft ex- 
alted among men have nothing to boaft of 
in the fight of God. After we have dif- 
charged our obligations, we are unprofitable 
fervants. We are unprofitable to him, and 
have nothing to claim upon the fcore of me- 
rit, becaufe we have done nothing but what 
was our duty. 

Let 
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Let us, impfeffed, therefore; with thefe 
motives, lay afide every weight, and the Jin 
which doth fi eafily befet us^ and run withpa^ 
Hence the race that is/et before us. Let it h? 
theju^ man's path, to which the eye of our 
mind may be allured, and our feet be turn- 
ed, which is as a fining light, thatjhinetb 
more and more ut^to the perfiSi day. That, 
as we pafs along, and as we grow in years, 
we may grow in grace, we may grow in fa- 
vour with the common Father of us all : that, 
when our natural fun may be on the decline, 
and nearly fet, whether we are in the meridian 
or evening of old age, we may have a prpf- 
pe6t of immortality ; and, having our fun 
fet in an unclouded horizon, it may be to us 
the glorious prefage of an eternal fair day. 

I commend us to Goi, and to a hupible 
attention to the manifcftation of that Spi- 
rit which he hath given to every man to profit 
Withal, and which is adapted to the proper 
information of our judgements, to ilrength- 
en our virtuous refolutions^ to guide us by 
its counfels through the wildernefs of this 

world, 
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world, and eftablifh us in the realms of 
glory, where, with faints and angels^ and the 
Jpirifs ofjuji men made perfeSl^ we may ce- 
lebrate the'praifes.of the Author of our be- 
ing. Thus, if we aft wifely, and wifti to 
poifefs a good confcience, we fhall be tran- 
flated to that Iphere where the wifejhalljhine 
as the brigbinefs cf the firmament y and tbey^ 
that turn many unto rigbteoufnejs^ as the Jiars^ 
for ever and ever ! 



PRAYER 
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P R A YE R 



AT T H B 



CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING. 



MOST gracious Creator, it is of 
thine infinite mercy that thou 
deigneft to hear our prayers, or takeft the 
leaft favourable notice of us ; for, we have 
all, as loft ftieep, gone aftray : we have 
linned, and forfaken thy ftatutcs, as our 
fathers have done. We are, therefore, 
unworthy of the. leaft of thy mercies and 
grace, yet thou art pleafed to encourage 
us to approach thy facred altar, to hum- 
ble 
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Me^^felvts beforec ilic^^ and to ^offel*' upf ^ 
onr'fupplidationisi^ vfftW-^iieei' 'the - jcorafiton ^ 
,Fa1^«P(§f-ihs^a£lF. -^Thfcugh heaven be thy ^ 
thrbfte? te-the WtW^^lfty' -fobtftoolv'T^I 
tho&ttotbnly^ hkrfe!ft,4fet3thearkerieft/t(>1tWfe^ 
vbiceWthet prayer 4f'Hiyt*featureS'; ' -The^ 
jfray^r ^f^i^, attd'^ety," penitent ^fefel^-^ 




intb^ttiV h(Wat^^ aP'^Bj^^'^iri^y^ 

hea^s^itii^^e* hMfeAiii/mMM^iif 

thy holinefs, fcnm^/triof^'^'mf'^^^^ 
thy infinite purity, and of that impurity 
which we have contrafted by the tranf- 
greffionof thy law. We implore the ex- 
tenfionofthy mercy, through Jefus Chrift, 
for the remiffion of fins that are paft, and 
that thou wouldft be pleafed efFeftually to 
cAeaitfi^ an2l?&n6lify us, through the ope- 
ration of thy holy Spirit, before we fliall go 
hence, and b6 no more feen ; that, having 
a hope of immortality, we may be enabled, 
X K by 
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l^-thp -^ of thy Spirit,; to pa^ tjie^jnid 
o^ <»u<F i^ouriiing heirc in fear, ^d, l^eiftg^ 
c9flfer^q4;,above all things to r«^^, ill.4>P)r 
pi^Ghmi^^jteQ^ony of a goo4 con^fci- 
e^y,,ms^Y be , apcepted of, the Jwjgfi of 
th|? whq^.- earth ;at- the ^aft ^aj^ i t^at^ iflk, 
jL^l^efli ipew of thy-^eatB^. OMf fmk 

of jhy.holy SpiiAt>. we. r^ay offer u^: tia ^fe\ee 
the.i«ceAfeof thaaj^yirjg aij4.prai% af- 
cfihiqg.tpthee. H^gh^, .majcfty, s^d ;giocy,. 
df^miipion, and .every other. excelter\t ^t^xi- 
fe^te. jyitb which t^a.art fujrouwi^^i w>w 
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)^^ it is infpojjible ta 

iij .//f€/^ 'Go^i for^ be that cmetb unto 
(sp4tU(fi M^e^e J^h^ bi fs, and that be is a 
if^g4fder^:tbcm^iiat diligentfy feek bim. 
bsilf.^^ revival; tfi ^s paffage of holy writ^ 
^fr W {f9WW!>J?^9^ batjibeen the means 
9£^ y&xqt^ng and fixing my attention upon 
the fubjejft of fi»th* 

\\ f annoty I concelvc^ have efcaped the 
* observation of any perfon, who is arrived • - j 

§tj jear§ of underftanding, and is cdnverfant 
K 2 with 



with the holy Scriptures, that the fame 
wotdfattbYiBth divers acceptations : that, 
inrlSmelpteees; it iHtaidsPaEor^aiiljSi^^ 
in the exiftence of an infinitely wife, pow- 
erful, and intelligent, Being, who is a re- 
warder of them who diligently feek him ; 
but alfo an iffiancej oJtruH:, -in ^fcinskcif 
adverfity and probation, in that Being who 
has all power in heaven and earth, whofe 
power is uncontCQulaibii^^jiibo .dofeth what- 
foever pleafeth Jiim in the armies of heaven 
and amongft the inhabitants of the earth. 
«— The word faitb is alfo ufed to diftinguifh 
betwee^^^^il^e Mifferei^-^'ViJeli^^H^^^ 
point bul'\hV'iloMs^dfA^^ the 




of faith ^ 

the Mofaic difpenfatib't^^feh'iJ^^^^ 
the law of works ; ^ncf ;t^''toficeP?S; Wd^l 
wherever any of tlie' wnfefs oT-'^fife^^ 
Teftament fpeak of the ilkgriific^htfjr^of 
Works, with ref^efttdtfterfendferiflga fftan 
accepitable to the Author'^of his beirfg^-fhe 
works of the law/ pr, to ufe the ap0fae^§ 

expreffioi^^ 
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fexpref5p%.rfhftd€jbd^^r;tj|?e' law}, :by wtu^lt 

Thcritu^s (^f, t^fii^alf 4iiptnfe;tiio:n;prf ivftt 

\AMrp6v(fiU>'f &lpr6 ijh<5 it?J)ljgatipii'.of 
that lav?,j^{i;>yas .tli&ie«4.of;libat l45XC foi? 
right^oufriefe iakft. 3lt>i»:^thereft)rie;writtc!n;. 
that.be h^ takefi «fea^jtlwhand=t5wliting-of 
ordinances,! andliBiwiftd'fAhein.torhis crofs^ 
Yfeith-aiftft re$!e4lfthe,rifiials iof thevMcM 

; oSpme p^ople;,>^hoin)rIJ^^ nfi£niiQhfliii 

ed la .miftakQfiitiQlic^riid^pb^ the ini^rQ 
©f that f;^th.iiwbi^i\;k: ifFefiaxairlhroa^ 
Cbfifti; tolthe:fei'\f?ltion:of the,foul;{; laiajr 
hawiapprehendefl, : that a beHif in . the ex-* 
iilencf 'of tht fupreme JSeing, andva belief 
in Jeftl3 Ghrift^ whoiji God : has fcnt,rrisio£ 
itfelf- fufficientj, and,, unto . whbmfoevei; 
tbisrfaithis given, :f bey are to be deemed. of 
tb? numbec pf the chofen few, whorn Ood 
^edeftinated.frorp evettafting unto eternal 
V£ti and that this Jaithi apart from the 
! .. . .-> K 3 confidcration 
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cofifideration of works, is fufficknt unto 
falvation ; but tome it appears, on the 
xnoft ferious inveftigation of the Holy 
Scriptures, that, as withbut faith it is im« 
poffible to pleafe God, fo with faith it is 
{K)(fible to difpleafc him. This is a propo- 
fition which I conceive might be proved 
from divers parts of ti^ New Teftament 
cfpcdally j more piarticuiarly wliere we are 
told of people, who, after they knew Ood, 
(It implies that he was manifefted unto 
them,) after tlycy knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, bat became vain in theiif 
ima^nations, and thekfoolifh hearts be^ 
came darkeneid* They glorified la^im not a» 
God, that is,- they brought not fofth thofe 
good fruits, by which it is faid, tilxat our 
Father who is in heaven is glorified i for^ 
herein, iays our Lord, is my heavenly \^ Ei- 
ther glorified, in that ye briftg forth ni/uch 
fruit ; by which undoubtedly the fruits \6( 
the Spirit arc intended, joy, peace, lov«5, 
long-fiifFering, gendenefs, goodnefs, at 
faith. — It is poffible that a ihah may 

convinced^ 
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convitiee4 ^kk refpea: to the tm\k ofi^int* 
iaka ptepofiiiona Hcmved upon the autlio* 
iity> tlje divine authprity, qi hirtj wbo pro* 
poC^ theiQ) and yet may^fl in dij*^^ eonf 
tiradi£lip4 tp the ol^li^ti<H) of ti)ofe liw& 
NQinr w« are in di^refs places ifi^r^Sted 
Itfpefbinj^ the e0entiAlity of faith j that it 
isii Hvtly operating ^principle of the jjiAlge^- 
menty which hath^a mof^ influen<^ upon 
ft -inatn^s anions t not a mere hartea ^to^- 
hAxm ftttiKj but a faith that worketh ^y 
ioYe^ T-» to what I to the purifying df tht 
codlcieBCe from ill dead works, to fisrvQ the 
tiviiig.God, liot in the oldnefs of the let^ 
ter, Initinthe newneis of the Spirit, and 
l^Titblife} and, Jelft the primitive C^hriftiant 
fiioi}M entertain a miftaken nocibn, c^ the 
lefficacy of faith in the abftra<ft, ^and fiiould 
itft their hopes of falvation upon tiieir 
fttbfcriptitm to certain articles of faith, 
though thofe articles be founded upoii the 
bafis of immutable truth, the apoftle takes 
occafion to inftru6i them that fiuth wifliout 
^odia ii dead? Tlunkeft thou^ O vain 
■■■■■'^ , K 4 man, 
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ihkh] ^fc^'faith can fave thee ? th^ vferjr de- 
vils -(feys^ he) believe, the very^ devils be- 
iicvc, attd » they alfo • ti'emble ; for, as* the 
liBiefy^wkhout the foiit Js dead, fo -faith 
^ItlfoiSt-VfbrJsS is delad aifo ; and he pmpo- 
ied a tcftj a tefl; ctf laving faith, which is 
«afy and^ obvious,, ihd^ oiight txyhi-tmtt 
cotifulted' than it ds fcy the fevcral clafTes 
and'focieties of religioOs^iprofeflbrs': .Shew 
ine(ikys-he) thy faith without thy works, 
and I Witt (hew thee my faith^ by toy^ woTks, 
for, the tree is to be denominated by its fruit : 
ly their fruits yoii JhaW know them.' ^ht 
.true;;beliewer is diftinguifhed from the,prac* 
tical Jhfidel'by his fruits ; he brings iqrth 
fruits meet for repentance j he adds^ to hrs 
faiith,^ MiEtiue ; to virtue, knowledge;.. to 
knowledge, temperance; to tempcrancci 
brotherly kindnefs ; arid to brotherly kiiid*. 
nefs, charity: and, ifjlhefe things (fays 
the apoftje) . tje in; you, and abound, they 
fliall make you that ye ihall neither be bar- 
ren nor unfruitful in the faving knowledge 
pf our Ltord Jefus Chrift^, . Sl>ew pie, (ky 
. ' faith 
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fisHth y^bota^^y^nvorh i 2twkti- may hxw^ 
the clear? ft * conc^tion of truth without 
reducing this theory into prafticet in his 
own .peri^jn. : To apprehoid iSbcr right is 
one tjji^ ; ;to <*Qnfo8mourJfelvbs:ta the rule 
of right/* SxK ow li^3 .and in \ owl mafmors^ 
i%anothei! thing*; ther^ore itiecrMj to me^ 
beyo^^d the leaft ^ rdc^c of : ndoubt, . that 
fomething more than a fpeculative- beliefy 
or; a faith in tertain ^opofifernsiclis jiecen- 
i^?y ; to, render 'ia3(accef)tablc toinhe fuprepno 
^gbig^ and to qualify us for an inheritance 
a5*9ng tfee laintsrin rfight, to be heirs of 
Qod) rand co-heirs^ with. GhrifLi 'And I 
wifl>>" as it is a matter of jinfinitctinipor- 
taBce to . us alii that we^; agreeable to the 
advice of theapoftle to the members of the 
pr^mitJvfe church, might\examiae 6urfelves 
v\fh)ether wfe are in thd. faith :. ^J^rtweyQiir. on^n 
fihesr, ImonvyeHotyourfeheihchv that Jefus 
Cbfift is in you uhtefs yr bei reprobate^? : Let 
us not content ourfelves, that we are the 
defcendants of reputed Chrift»aja:parerfts, 
that W5e have been made acquaint ed:with the 

contents 



eonlents o^ the facM hiftoi^ 6^ thfe dB 
dud of thfettewr Tiftattieiit^ tet us nbt rel! 
Msfi«d aserely with £t |^5f«Mon df thd 
ChtiftianreU^on in dieory) but let tis tUTo 
he conc^tied td a€t eoAfdlefitly i^th^ ths 
nature and ohligattoa of that faoty tvligiofi 
nvbich JefiM Chnft iw^as fent df th» F^th«^ 
to promote among the fofti and daAjhiti»9 
of men. 

The bbltgadofts and the Ghril^iaft dudlS 
enjoined in the New Teftatasettt an adaffMii 
at cMEVce to better our condition in thk W^Idi 
to make ui happier in our fhokt pUg^nuigO 
through it, and al£> to fecure to us dveiM 
kfting felicity iti the world which k to 
come. Let us not forget &at cnk L^ 
fays, ^UmteotfyMttbuift^t^iliot^^ IJdt^ 
that ftatt ^ir inti tbtiingSom »/^meit% 
kttbetbatihetbdit mil if 0^ Fatht,- mh ii 
in betHiien^ And agsun out Lord iiti^udb u» 
thus : ^ th«a vhU tmtir im i^i keep thi 

. fiy good works, I mean ^ eoiiformity (^ 
die will ahd of the pdwerl ^f the mind to 

that 



that law ori'ule o^aftion, which is of God 
given unto man, to illuminate his paths in 
this world, and guide him by his cpunfel to 
the participation of the realms of eternal 
^ry J and as the power of obedience isi 
derived from him, the Author of all that is 
excellent and good, as he is the giver of 
eirery good and perfeft gift, fo that power 
is given unto us, through Jefiis Chrift, by 
which we are capable of <!fifcharging ouf 
fcveralbbligatiohs, I fay, it being the ^ 
df Cod, and not inherent in the creature, 
tve afcribeall untobim, who is the efficient 
ckufe of afflholinefe andvirtiiein every part 
of Ws vaftly-extended empire j for, it is 
God that Works in us to do according to 
his own good pleafnre, which pleafure 1$, 
that we (hould waft drcumfpeftly, not as 
fools, but as wife, redeeming the time, fee- 
ing tfeat the days are evil j titiat we (to ufe 
the language of theapoffcle) (hould be care- 
ful to maintdin good wdrks^ which iari good 
imdprojitahk unto men, I pretend not that 
they are prbfiiaMeunto God^' but they are 

profitable 



profitfible-w^fp men ; • ft.udj.go(^Upefs.^(.vy{iuck 
implies the j obligation; of px3<5tical, ,jly|i^,i, 
as well.'^s ftedfjaftj^y- b?Ueyio|) is profitable 
for all things, • having th^ pron[xil^ of the UfjEj 
thatnowis,, apd.alfq.of'that which 4s to, 
come; bpt J,may fayj.ii^,theJah|i»g^^ 
one. formerly' .911 thi&. ful)je(^,r with rei^p^^ 
to the fypremp Being,;.,who Is peyfe6l, fdf!- 
fufficient;,jand,|Cap receive ^, nothing Irpm 
hi^pegty^es,; t;<j> whoj» he |ias comipunjtca-j 
ted every thing; If thou bf. righteous y whaf^ 
givfji tmu bim^ or wht^.rejceiyeth be $f tbini, 
"band ? (b^ wkkednefs j^trf ^j^f^ 4; man fiis,-tbpu 
art^ and thy rigbteoufnejs ma^^^^trt^t i^thilr' 
drep' of men. It is for , this puirpofe, * thd^ 
noble, this difinterefted, purppfe, thatjthq 
Almighty ha;» qftablifhed a^ law to his crea-f 
tur6s, not. for his .own profit, but for theirs* 
Hence it is fkid, that the fabbath wsbs niade 
for man, and not man for the fabba|k,^ ;r -; 
In the wifdom .and fupreme goodnefs of 
the Creator^ the obligation of Chriftian 
duties, in ^11 circumftanpes, is, i^dapted tq 
the nature and capacity p£^ his crpatures^ tq 

promote 
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afca*^^l^§ tff'fo'dietyj^ and,-Wclebtieour^ 
BIfed&noe 'prbpbTtioriatt to- Wr k'ncfw^dge;' 

and the fins of God Jhouted for joy, '^T: > ♦''-" 
Si^'^jf^itflV'^feH -^eXare3itt!ft?d~^t^^ iiJi 

1Nl[^rtf£{]y fhati3)^r(»llfillf-'bfathiiiChliftiianr 

%i£ie^i^tA\^VQ\i%\Q^T'i Xt^dif idt»a)(£e)iilv'i and 
J temple 
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tjaals-qf the legal difpeniatjon, and iQricd^ 
33&f itt^feof tb/e::J[/ir4^-4hf temple ^tl^^ 
J^dx iie temple,^ tie Lffrdy tare ^tbfje,^^^ 
the prqpliet faid, ^751^;^^ mt pilpng^npptjdf^ 
JH&iffgt fbf temple 9f ibe, i^ord, the (ewpk tSf 
tke Xofdi ifit ifmen4.jmr w^ys.j^d jouf[ 

doings, ■. ' -. -•..„■>. ..--.-v. 

. M«ay juidjgbriou^anthejiny 
are tpj be eiypyed |jy tl>e b^ever, ,ftich f^ 
f^rlG3^'9s I haye^tteoiptf44:Q 4e£;rilff^ ^^ 
not only believes ia tl>e ii^'^ely f^g^eoq^ 
9laA ^«^M Being } ii^^h^ leanifeQirtio}^ 
c^F hid ^ I in t^ebiftpFy Qfj his .life* .!i^ 
his ^aJ*, <«f rhis f^fW^ion* of ^ af- 
ceitfMft into, glocy, ;^»i ¥1 ihcprw^pl^S 
and. daS^iSPfss w^h h?^ propagatedi Jivii 
wbo manifefts thvl J^ has a ^1^ that 
wofketibJ^ios^i thcit^nfJwcy of; wfecb. 19 
te pacify tl}£f.cpp&ifi|K$#oQi4e»4 ivfprl^i 
tpcteanfe itffom fH miniJ^^smhe^» -^»^ 
tile fobl of man may be^pme "^e imi^lt ctf 
^H!»lyGhoft.«— ^< Great land flpii^ui 
pQBvilsges flic tQ bQ cB^jvd by< thofe fiow^ 
r by 
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bfTflioifi cf w4fatt:^i*r-jiefigidos Ibtfety, who 
aie partakers bf trtlefavlrig faith i for, -it is 
#0i«lhy of -^dH^Hoftd, tk&l the 'A^itliof of 
Ifie Ctiriillan fi^i^oR is'^ffid party^' but 
ih^ £»ea(t (Sf^ianij ^^ ^t Ilk ^j|<;ei Jit« tM 
x^S^'iT'ths ^l^hl ^^-eis^ag^^cP aiy treoi 
ffer'td-4<jai-kild-fi4>to-lfh(^ 'i^vers «rrto tii^ 
oM^'tf^ihS^^^ifth ;2^tefora«feh thatwe art 
«(!*'?» :t!»e^*8crifti«e3V^att}ie Qb^el fe 
^4^fed5 '|^^wrery.^ckiW6>UnxjV'lieavenO 
idisi^vai^^h^' kesiii; thdd^i'alVlSive lidl 

^#i|r^tfr jloK" iMe )fo^ j;>iy «.-^^^ i^iii 

/{/&^ b^ibat^b^HtMn iMitboughie veredeadi 

(mm»iJb<d^h^Vi^jfie. .W-e'dv^h!otii on thi» 
pAflfi^' thtltiiere/- in well as tti- mkn^ other 
]daci» ki the {<$iw and SnMJie Oini Tefta^ 
Bitnrv jiirbar«Mi«t>«o4«ik# Mils {Ibafe c£ tli^ 
tiofyiQiioft:Uo-fil m«i?dly £tera) «:ecptaitioni 
rr:-. becauTe 
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fi(5^in9i>p^bl6rf)ft^eU^I>r:riiibfiUfcH&r^jl 

wealth ^i l^MuSrmms^i^^iT^jjiiif^ 
of .the- .^^p.^ qgr,Qtijiit,'.49fe afl|l #i^^^ 
lia.Qf ^fua^.r thefe.ar4 tjifiy:: t<>; svhftm 
the voice of the Son of God is exttoded^) 

fjKalae iSoto/ i^ighteoufee^, ha^diiliiift nottt 

tft.v fa5r,:,vy|spv. jr^cf^ W«Ti%<.t^eiJJi^«\o6. 
fe.iijiar^^M^l^ey vWhffctWJJbmjces |he .4acn. 
trm.l. jpri3S43»^^.wlii9 rfiibmilWto .\t^e. ^ti,;\ 

of n\e,fr9ro:tlmiSfilh^» /fW«iM(feft.b,e(Hm^^ 

brpughe\tp: liyfe ?>:lifcr-9f?*ighd:eDufnefgi' Jwk 
J and 
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&nd the work of righteoufnefs fliall bepeac^^ 
and the efFe6l: fhall be quietnefs and affu- 
ranee for ever : and he^ that liveth and be-^ 
iieveib in me^ Jhall never die : this is not, 
and cannot, be true in a literal fetife 5 for, 
we fee that death happeiis to the righteous 
and to the wicked, to him that facrificeth 
as well as to him that facrificeth. not 5 it 
muft therefore be intended in a fpiritual 
fenfe ; he, that liveth and believeth in me, 
fhall nevdF die, fhall never participate of 
that future woe and mifery defcribed under 
the chara6ler of the fecond death ; he fliall 
be redeemed from the bondage of fpiritual 
death, . and reftored into the glorious liberty of 
the Jbns of God; he fhall live a life of righ- 
teoufnefs here, he fhall enjoy fpiritual com-* 
munioh with the Author of his being, he 
fhall have fellowfhip with the feather, and 
with his Son Jefus Chrift ; and, after the 
diffolution of this body, he fhall be ufhered 
into the realms of eternal life, he fhall be 
united with the afTembly of the jufl, the 

L church 
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church of the firft-bora triumphant In 
glory. 

Examine yourfelves, whether you are in 
the faith. Let not us, as a people, any 
more than others, prefume upon the pro- 
feflion of a belief in certain Scripture- 
dodlrines, or in theprofeflion of certain ar- 
ticles of faith J but let us always remem- 
ber, that, if ever we are capable of fuf- 
taining the dignity of faints in I||aven, we 
muft live the life of the juft upon the 
earth ; we muft purfue the juft man's way, 
which is as ajhining Eighty which Jhinetb more 
and more unto the perfect day. 

The obligation to pra6lical religion, 
which 1 have attempted to imprefs upon the 
minds of this auditory, is yet more ftrong- 
ly enforced, by the Author of the Chrif- 
tian difpenfation, iat the clofe of that moi^ 
excellent fermon Which he preached on the 
mount. After having opened the heavenly 
treafures of dpftrine, he concludes with 
faying, If any man bearetb thefe fayings of 
fHinCy and doetb them noty he Jhall be likened to 

afoolijb 
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It JhoJiJk num^ "who kufb his ho^0 upgn fibi 
fand. This is the cafe of the merely Xi^mCXr 
ttal Chriftian ;. he hwfeth, Welievcth, or af- 
fmteth to the do^rijaes of the Gofpel of 
Chrifl: J if at^ m^n h^aretk tkfi fyyinn of 
IBtne^ md d^^tb tkem w/, be Jhaff Jf likfned 
Unk ajbialijk mmy v>b9 built bis boufe ttpgn tbt 
fond I and the rain dffiendedy and the Jhodf 
came^ axid the winds bkw^ and beat upon tbat 
boufe^ (in4$ii felit and great was the fall 
thereof. On the contrary, he deffpribes th^ 
man who indeed poffefles faving faith, the 
faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift 3 the man 
who will receive, at the clofe of his la- 
hours beneath- tliefpn, the end of his 
faith, even the ^verlaiiing falvgtion gf his 
foul : if any man bearetb tbefe fayings of 
mine^ and doetb tbem^ I will liken bitn unto a 
mfe many who built bis houfe upon a rock \ 
and the rain defcendedy and the floods eame^ 
and the winds blewy and beat upon tbat boufcy 
and it fell noty becaufe it was fixed upon an 
immutable bafis y for, it yft^^s founded upon a 
rock, .This man .builds i^n that rock, 
' L 2 . againft 



( h8 ) 
againft which the gates of hell can never 
prevail. ' 

God Almighty grant, that of his infi- 
nite mercy and goodnefs we may examine 
the foundation we are building upon, whe- 
ther the hopes and expeflations we have, 
of being faved with an everlafting falvation, 
be founded upon a fpeculative faith, or up- 
on fuch a belief in the fupreme Being, and 
in his Son, as may conform uajfci heart to 
that laWj that rule of aftion, which the 
Author of univerfal nature has difpenfed 
and given to all the claffes of intelligent be- 
ings. 

Examine your/elves ^ , whether you are in the 
faith', prove your own felvesy know ye not your 
&wnfehe5^ how that Jefus Cbrijl is in you^ 
except you be reprobates ? The manifeftation 
of the grace of God here intended is in 
every man, and its defign is to inftruft him 
in that which is right, and to ftrengthen 
him in the performance of every virtue. 
This is the purpofe of the manifeftation of 
that grace which bringeth falvation, and 

which 
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which is given unto all men, not to a few; 
to the exclufion of the reft ; but, through 
the infinite mercy of the fupreme Being, it 
is given to all men, and under all defcrip- 
tions, teaching us that, denying ungodlinefi 
and worldly lujisy ive Jhouldlive /oberly^ righ^ 
teoujly^ and godly ^ in this prefent worlds look^ 
ing for the blejfed hope and the glorious ap^ 
fearing of the great God and of our Saviour 
Jefus Chrifi^ who hath given bimfelffor uSy 
that be might redeem us from all iniquityy and 
purify to bimfelf a peculiar people zealous of 
good works, ■— Let us not therefore negleft 
our own mercies, by neglefting that falva- 
tion which is offered to us through Jefus 
, Chrift our Lord. Let us be ferious, let us 
be inquifitive, upon a matter of fo great 
importance as that upon which our happi- 
jiefs in the world of fpirits moft ceirtainly 
depends 5 let us not content ourfelves with 
the form and fhow of godlipefs, while we 
are deftitute of its life, and of its power 
and heavenly virtue. May our hearts enter 
into the nature and fpirit of true Chriftian 
L 3 faith. 
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faith, thdt by this iiieans we may have ac*/ 
cfefs td the Father thrbugh the Son, and 
that in thefe mar rdigious and foIe«ja af^- 
fcitthlieB we may paffeCs fhsit faith by which 
Abel oflFered to God a thc^t excellent facrt«- 
fice than Cain ^ with that faith let tie dnaW 
neat to the temple of the moft high, let ws 
approach to that altar to which none that 
feirve the taberftScle -can pretehd ; let ite ^- 
proach the Author of Oor being ;and of "ill 
our mercies^ that we swy be difpbfed ^ 
hirti) the preparer of the heart, to rtceiVS 
the falntary influences of the Holy Ghcft-, 
and thiat we may feel ourfelve^ ^Md<i\c 1^ 
defcription of thofe, mentioned in th^ Old 
Teftament, who wait upon the name ©f 
the mofl: high ; though tiiie yoUPb may J^ikfs 
and th'Ugb the ytmg mefi may utt^ly jQtf/j 
yet they that noait upon 4he herd JbaUrene^ 
their fir en^tb, tieyJhaH mount up with m'JDgi 
Ai eaglesy they Jhatt run and ntft be loetny^ 
ibey jhall walk and not faint. 

To 'conclude, as my mind ^ans to \» 
diiburdened from that which appears^ to be 

my 
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my duty, and which I have been perform* 
ing, I truft in the ability that God givcth, 
wid^GHt any kind of prem^itadon, und»-- 
the influence of that celeftial charity, which 
breathes glory to God in the higheft, on 
earth peace^ and good wijl towards men; 
under that influence, again I would enjoin 
the exhortation of the apoftle : Examine 
yaurfehesy whether you are in the faith ^ prwe 
yWT omifehes ) hmv ye not y(mr own fihes^ 
how that Jefus Chriji is in you, except you be 
reprobates ? 
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^ T THE 



CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING,. 



MOST gracious God, the father 
and fountaui of all our mercies, 
look down from heaven, the habitation of 
thy holinefs, upon us, thy poor unworthy 
creatures, and imprefs fis with a juft fenfe 
of what we are, and alfo of what thou 
wouldft have us to be 5 that, feeing our- 
felves as we are feen of thee, we may ab- 
hor ourfelves in duft and afties, and feel all 
that penitential contrition that is neceffary 

to 
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to render us the objefts of thy mercy ; that, 
oh a review of our paft lives, we may fee, 
and fincerely repent of, the tranfgreffions ' 
we have committed ; and, under the in- 
fluence of thine Holy Spirit, we may re- 
iblve; in the future fteps of our ftiort pil- 
grimage, to correal the errors of thofe that 
are irrecoverably paft. O Lord, enable us 
to apply tlie means of falvation, which 
thou art granting unto us through Jefus 
Ghrift our Lord, that we may receive in 
meeknefs the ingrafted word which is able 
to fave our fouls. O Lord, enlighten our 
«yes to fee, and infpire our hearts to per- 
ibrmj thofe things which make for our 
'peace, thofe duties whidi thou haft enjoin- 
"ed unto us of indifpenfable obligation. — 
'Moft gracious Father, thou knoweft the. 
temptations with which we are befet; thou 
imoweft the weakncfs of our natural powers, 
^nd the ftrength of thofe temptations 
which affail us. Send us, therefore, help 
from thy fandluary j ftrengthen us, O 
ILord, and impart vigour to every virtuous 
^ ' refplution. 
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refolution^ that we may be enabled to lay 
afide every weight and burthen, and the fin 
that does mofl: ealily befet us., and run with 
patience the race that is fet before us, in 
humble faith and confidence in thee, ths 
Creator, the Protedtor, and the Rrefervcr, 
of men ; tiiat, through whatever icene it 
may be our lot to pais, -we may feel the 
fupport of thine everlafting arm, that, 
when we pafs through the valley of the 
fliadow^ of death, we may fear no evil, and, 
whenever it fliall plea& thee to fummon u$ 
hence, it may be to join the general afiem^ 
bly and church of the firft-bom, . whei«, 
with faints and angels, and with &e fpiritt 
of juft men made pcrfe£l, we may ever live 
to praife thy great and excellent name^ to 
«lcribe to thee the greatne&, dominion^ 
and glory, which belot^ unto thee, not 
only now, but henceforth and for wer^ 
more* Amen. - 
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AN api^tttt, »tviittngto«nfeof the pfi* 
miMvc chUYches, adclreffed thfeih iti 
tfiis mamnet <^ id >tfaafi putpoi^ : ^ench nit 
tke Spit^y ^(^ife not pfophifying'-y proved 
rt/%f , and'heldfafi ihat ivhkh is good. 

Tht writings both of Ae OW and the 
NcMT TeftartieJtrt abundantly teftify, that 
Ctod doth -bait tAAy teveal htrnfrelf -trnfto his 
rttieiiiil <3re«tta»es in the vokwae of hiS 
Wbrfes, or the book of ttatane, m wtitch iTife 
tilttibutes, partictifariy of ;po*ver aiid of 
itttelligence," ■art eminently diiplayed, but 
^b'at ive a£fe f^ivteals Itimfeif ualo Hs ra- 
tional 
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tional creatures immediately by his Spirit, 
which I conceive to be the grand and pri- 
mary rule or law of aftion to all ranks and. 
claffes of intelligent creatures, and that all 
other modes of the manifeftation of his 
will are fecondary, and fubfervicnt to the 
grand defign or purpofe thereof. 

^bere is afpiritin mariy (a rational capa* 
city, by which he is eminently diftinguiflied 
from the beafts of the field and the fowls 
of heaven,) and the injpiration of the jil^ 
mighty givetb him an underfianding. It is 
very obfervable, that one of the chofen 
leaders of the people of Ifrael, after having 
fplemnly, by way of commemoration, re- 
counted the fignal interpofitions of divine 
Po>yer, in the emancipation of that people 
from under the tyranny of Pharaoh, as 
one infiance of the divine goodnefs, he 
faithi be. gave us alfo bis good Spirit to la- 
JIru£f us. This manifeftation of himfelf by 
his Spirit, though extraordinarily difpenfed 
to many of the prophets, was more or l?fs 
the privilege of every individual } and we 

find 



( is? ) 

find the royal pfalmift frequently alluding 
to this principle, and rejoicing therein : 
^be lawy fays he, of the Lordy is perfeSl^ con^ 
verting tbejoul-, the teftimony of the Lord isfurey 
making wife tbejimple. The law, which he in 
this place intended, I conceive to be that 
law of the fpirit of life in Chrift Jefus^ 
which fets us free from the law of iin and 
death. — A manifeftation hereof was given 
even under the former difpenfation of Mo« 
fes J it was the condu6lor of that people^ 
it was the fource of their greatcft confola^ 
tion ; for> they all drank of that rock that 
followed them ; and that rock, faith the apof- 
tie, was Chrifi. J'he law of the Lord, fays 
he, is perfeSti by which he could not in- 
tend the law of rituals peculiar to that difl 
penfation, or the facrificial rites of the 
Jewifti inftitution ;. for^ the law^ fays the 
apoftle, made nothing perfe^. Again he in- 
ftru6leth us, that it made riot pcrfeft, as 
appertaining to the confcience : it is not 
the blood of bulls or of goats, or the aflies 
of an heifer, fprinkling the unclean, that 

could 
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coul4 fen^ify to the purifying of the (xm^ 
fcieocQ; for, /^^ lamtnaM hotkit^perfeiti 
but the bringing in of a better hope Sdy whifh 
hope is Chrift* 

That he (to wit, David) intended the priit 
mary divine law manifqfted by the Spirit of 
God unto his qreatures, is evident from dib 
vers other plaees,--^ / delight, lays he, in the 
law of the Lordy and again, blejed is tkt 
man wbofe delight is in the law of the. Lard, 
find in bis lanv doth meditate day and night i be 
fkall be as a tree that is planted iy the rivers of 
waters^ And, that , his chief felicity dc^ 
pended on an immediate union or commu-t 
ni<Mi with the God of Ifrael, is very evi- 
dent from that place, wIiotc, under the 
prefTure of his infirmities, and confdous 
of the want of fuperior aid, he breaki 
forth in this manner ; My fml thirjietb for 
God J yea^ for the living God-, again, as the 
hart panteth after the water-^broohSy fo 
panteth my f<ml after thee ^ O God. 

Many other paffages might be produced, 
from the writings even of the Old Teftisu 

ment, 
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mcot, whik the Jcwifli tabernacle was jftt 
temainmg: but it is more, Hill more, 
abundantly tcftified by our Saviour and Jby 
hig apoftles. Ithe manifeftatkn of the Spirit 
is given to tvery man tofrqftt witJbaL-r^ This 
is that principle of intelligence givco us ia 
Jdbs Chrift, or throu^ Jefus Chrift, our 
Loi^d, which the apoftle intended when he 
faid, quench not the Spirit i which muft cer- 
tainly mean the inward manifeilation of 
the Deity to the foul, that grace, a mea-r 
fure whereof is giyeil to every man to profit 
withal I and, that it could not mean any 
written manifeftation of himfelf, or the 
Scriptures, which fbme have conceived was 
intended by the Spirit, (who allege, that 
the Spirit, or the will, of God being rcvcajU 
nd unto holy men immediately, was me-, 
diately communicated, through the inftru- 
mentalityof the Scriptures, to the reft of 
mankind,) is very evident 5 for, the canon of 
the New Teftament was not not made up 
till fome hundred? of years after the writing 
of this Epiftie j nor cjoth it appear, that 
♦ ' any 



any epiftles or writings of the evangelifts 
were coUefled or completed even during the 
lives of the apoftles. The New Teftament, 
therefore, as a book, did not exift 5 but 
the apoftle alludes to fomething that had 
been received, which I take to be the mani^ 
fejiation of the Spirit^ that is given to every 
man to profit withal. 

This principle of intelligence, this ma* 
nifeftation of the divine will, its efFedsi 
its properties, and its influence upon the 
human foul, is fet forth under various figu- 
rative modes of expreffion. It is fometimes 
compared unto fire. As it is the property 
of fire to purify metal and Separate hetero-^ 
geneous matter, io the Spirit of God> 
operating on the foul, will thoroughly 
purge away its drofs and take away all its tin\ 
cleanfe the foul from all unrighteoufnefs, 
and of courfe make it a fit habitation of 
God through the Spirit/ — Is not my word, 
faith the Lord, as a fire ? as a fire to con- 
fume and deftroy that part in man which is 
at enmity with that which is good ? — and 

therefore 



iiibrefore. the office of the high priefl: o^ 
this difpenfation is fet forth, under the fame' 
figurative mode of eJcpreffipn, by him who 
^as the forerunner of Chrift, who was the 
voice df One crying in the wildernefs, pre^ 
fare ye the way of the Lord^ make his path 
jhrmt. He baptized the people, as he laid^ 
indeed, with water, unto repentance 5 bur^ 
when he fpeaks of the miniftration of Je- 
fus,^ whiich was > to fucceed his, he faith: 
Hey thai cometh after me^ is mightier than /j 
nvbofe Jhae-latchet 1 am not worthy to loofe 3 ht 
Jhall baptise you with fre. - Now it cannot 
be conceived that the material element of 
fire is intended, which would deftroy men's 
bodies 5 for, Jefus Chrift came not to*^ 
deftroy men's lives, but to fave them. Hi 
Jhall bapti tie you with the Holy Ghoji and with 
Jh-e 5 whofe fan is in bis handy and he will 
thoroughly purge his floor y gather his wheat in^ 
. tb his garner^ and the chaff he will burn up- 
ns^ith unquenchable fire. This Scripture I ad- 
duce to (hew that the efFefts of the Holy 
§pirit upon the rational foul, the foul that 
**'* M is 
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IS depraved by the tranfgreffion of the di-- 
vine law, and has contra6ied the dcfikment 
of fin, is analogous to the operation of 
that ekment, that is adapted to purify and 
refine material bodies. Thus, it is faid, 
that a man, fandtified by tlie influence there- 
qf, fhall become as pure as gold, yea, more 
pure than the golden wec|ge of Ophir. This 
I take to be the one efTential baptifm, the 
baptifm of the Holy Ghoft, which cle^Oi- 
f?th men from all unrighteoufnefe, and 
whi^h is necefiary to cQqfl^tute. us the pro- 
per objpdt of tbat inberitanfe v)hkb is iff cor-' 
tuptible and undefiledy and tkat fadeitb nap 
away. For, the baptifm that now fayes is 
not zA elementary baptifm j the baptifm 
which now ikvcs is ijot tbjs pijttipg ^y^y^ 
the fikh of t;he flefh, than wluch nptjtiing 
could be mpre eai^ for a n;an to e^cftuatq. j 
b.ut, it is that,\vhich gives the anfwei: o^;^^ 
gpo^ confcience towaf ds God, by tlic rdiir- 
refkion of Jefus Chrift, who. hath faidi / 
am tbe refarreSHon and, the life ; be^ VfpoMr 
liruetb^ on me^ tbougb be n^ere defld^ yfffyt^ 

' ^ bi 
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h H*oe ; and he^ nJsbo Ui)etb and kth^eth m 
fncy Jhaiihevefdii. 

^encb not the Spirit, Th6 iitalle^ or 
figure^ is very well tnaintainfed ; for, ^s 
the property of the lloly Spirit i^ ftt forth 
under the metaphorical language of fire, fb 
that, which has a tendency to damp its ge- 
netdtis ardoUr, or prevent its influence, is 
compared to water. In a moral fenfef 
Whatever a nian does, whatever motion he 
fcher iflies in his heart of the vicious fpecies, 
whatever licence he gives to his paffions be- 
yond the bounds prefcribed by the divine 
lri#, operates as^Wdter on a flame j it, 
danips it's ardbuf. And we fc!e that thiofe^ 
who deviate from the paths of innocence, 
g6 on fiep by ftep, by little and Uttlfc, till 
they are brought to aftions of the moft cri- 
niihal nature, deftrudlive of their health, 
deftruftlve of their fouls peace, and which af- 
ford them rib pleafure, but a fearful look- 
ing for of the jufl judgement of the divinfe 
Being who will deal with every man accdr- 
ain^ to his works. I fay, every deviation 
Ma . from 
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from the path of virtue will have this ef- 
fc6t, to quench the fpirit. Let us, there- 
fore, by every poffible means, endeavour 
to cherifli this divine flame ; it is a fpark 
fent from heaven, and it is defigned to pu-, 
rify us throughout, to make us vefTels holy 
to the Lord, meet for an inheritance with 
the faints in light, and to celebrate the 
praifes of heaven's King for evermore. 
, ^ench . not the Spirit. Yield, to that- 
monitor, which cautioi^s you againfl: even 
the appearance of evil, which is mercifully 
given unto man to difeft him- in his courfe 
in this world, and eftablifli him, happily 
eftablifti him, in the life that is to come, in 
the poffeflion of that fpecies of felicity, 
which eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, 
nor has it entered into the heart, the un- 
converted- heart, to conceive j but God 
hath revealed it to us, fays the apoflle, by 
his Spirit; for, the Spirit fearches all things, 
yea, the deep things of God. 

^encb not the Spirit. Add, to your 
faith^ -.virtue J to virtue, knowledge; to 

knowledge. 
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knowledge, temperance; to temperance, 
brotherly kindnefs ; to brotherly kindnefs, 
charity. Thus cherifti the holy; flame; 
yield to the falutary influence of the Spirit, 
that quickeneth' to. cherifti in your breafts 
every heavenly and every friendly afFeftion. 
The duty of a Chriflian, both with refpeft 
to his Creator and his fellow-creature, is 
fet forth to us in the anfwer which our 
Lord gave to one who alked him, which is 
the greateft commandment ? Thoujhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy hearty with all 
thy foul^ and with all thy Jlrengtb. This is 
the firft and great commandment; ahd, the 
tendency of that Spirit which we have re- 
ceived, if we yield to its influence, would 
animate our afieftions toward that Being 
on whom we depend, and by whofe blef- 
fmgs we are fupported ; raife our minds to 
contemplate the inftances of God's power, 
righteoufnefs, goodnefs, and truth, mani- 
fefted J and enable us to afcend, as upon 
the wings of an eagle, . in a meditation on 
the divine attributes ; and infpire us with 
M 3 ^ that 
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that fpecies of' gratitude which it is npt irn 
the power of language to define. 

Tlou Jhalt love the Lord thy Gqd with all 
thy, hearty with all thy^ fouly and mfh all thy 
firmgth. This is the firft and great com^ 
jnandmj^nt ; and this we ftiould be inftruft-. 
ed to do, if we yielded to the influences of, 
and did not quench, the Spirit, which is 
like a fire to enkindle within us a Tacred 
flame pf devotion, in which we may en-i- 
compafs the altar of the Almighty, in the 
multitude of his mercies, and approach ac-^ 
ceptably the temple of his holinefs. 

T>efpife not prophefying^ Now it is to be 
underftood^ that the manifeftation of the 
Spirit does not fuperfede, or render ufelefs, 
inftrumental means* God has ijfed both 
thefe means j he has fpoken unto, our far- 
thers by the prophets \ he has fpoken to us, 
in thefe latter days, by his Son ; he has 
fent his apoftles to go forth, by his ai+tho-r 
rity, in his name, to preaah the. Go/pel to the 
poor^ to heal the broken-hearted^ to proclaim 
liberty to th( (aptive^ the opening of the prifm 

fa 
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td ibem wba were homdy Jo proclaim the ac^ 
eeptableyear of the Lord and the day of veri^ 
geance of our God. He appointed fbme pro- 
phets, and fome eyangelifts, and fbme paf- 
tors and teachers, for the edifying of the 
body in that love Jby which it is united unto 
its holy head. Defpife not therefore pro- 
phefying. 

At the fame time that we conceive this 
manifeftation of the Spirit to be the prima- 
ry law and rule of our aflions, we muft by 
no means defpife inftrumental means of 
inftruftion. All Scripture k given by the 
inipiration of God, and is profitable for 
doftnne, for reproof, for corre6tion, for 
inftrudion in righteoufnefs, to make the 
man of -God perfeft, thoroughly furniftied 
ui^to all good works, and is able to make u$ 
wife unto falvation, through faith which is 
ofCbrifl: Jefus : wetherefore accept the Scrip- 
tures as an ineflimable bleffingVfor, in them 
we^iave an account pf the various difpenfa- 
tions of divine wifdom, and in which we 
bavc the concurrent teflimony of the apof- 
" M4 ties 
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ties arid prophets *bf Jefos Chrift to thi« 
fundapierital principle of which we are nioii 
firmly perfuaded. 

Defpifeinot propbefying. Let us improvr, 
by . every nieans which divine wifdbm lays^ 
in the way, that we may be furniflied ta 
every good word and work, and incjreafe ivi 
J:hc knowledge of God. 

Defpife not prophefying ; prove all things 5 
hold f aft that nbbicb is good^ I conceive that 
the manifeftation of the Spirit, given, to 
every man to profit withal, is.propofed to 
his rational underftahding, and fuperfcdcs 
not the ufe of thofe rational powers b}^ 
which he is diftinguifhed ; but it qualifies 
him to exercife thofe powers in the beft line 
and to the nobleft pqrpofes, to aflert the 
dignity of his nature, and qualify him for 
thofe fpecies of employments which are 
fuited to the nature of an immortal. fpirit, 
made a little lower than the angels. He is* 
to prove all things, and hold faft that which 
is good. The Father of lights appeals to 
the underilanding and faculties of- men ^ 

whent 
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iKb^r^ He. makes a revelation to liis'crea-' 
tures^. he mercifully. cbndefcends tolethim- 
ftlf down to the faculties they poffefs ; he 
fpeaks .to them in a language they under-?* 
Hand. ^ ', ; Therefore . fnvve all things ; diftin** 
guifh properly between things. and things, 
in matters of the\greateft importance, 
tliofe which refpe^ our final acceptance: 
with the Judge of the whole earth... There, 
ari^jsone that clsdm moraour ferious atten- 
tiQp. They refpeft: not only the welfare oF- 
our bodies in this world, but alfocthe wel- 
fiare.of our fouls in that eternity, to the con- 
fines of which we arer nearly approaching. 
]^et every many therefore^ be fully perfuaded 
inbisowfimindi for, to him that knoweth 
ta do good, . and doeth it not, to hfm^ it is 
fin. Let us notT>e4cdntent with being the 
noittinal difciples of Chrift, but let ixs 
oonfider ourfelves as- capable of judging in 
thofe matters that moft- nearly concern us ; 
arid, if any lack wifiidm, let him'afkit of 
him whorgiveth liberally and upbriideth 
not, and it Ihall be given him. If we would- 

1)Q 
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be iixftriiiEled in matters of everkfting iiii^ 
portartce, let us confolt the facred oracle, 
Chrift, within us, the hope of glory, and 
who is: faid ttxbe withinicyery mah unlefs he 
be a reprobate 5 ior, fays the apoille, exa^ 
mine yourfehesy whether ye be in the faith i 
ffXFoeyour tmnfehes ; know ye not yourfehes^ 
km that Jejks Cbriji is in you^ except ye be 
reprobates f 

It feems that opr Saviour forefaw the di« 
vifions that would foon commence among 
miankind, and endeavoured to guard his 
difciples againft the dogmas of men, and 
turn them to fomething within them as a 
iUfiiciont guide and rule of their aftions ;* 
for, fays he, fome will fa/, h I here it 
ChriJ ; arid-othersy lo ! there is Cbrifi ; he is* 
to^be fouridamong the circle of profeffors ; 
lo ! here is Chtift j others fay, lo ! there is 
Chriftj bat go not forth after them, for, 
the Idngdom of God is within you. And 
again, we are told, that that, which is to 
be known of God, is manifeft : — where ? 
Ihall we confult the many commentators: 

on 
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ofi the Old bM New Tcftament ? ffikll We 
travirfe the earth to feareh into the opK 
nions aad raodes of remote arftiquityi in or- 
der to k»ow what we (hall do to be laved, or 
18 oi^u to know how we fliaH^ be acceptcdr^ 
of^Q^dJ no> that, which » to- be known 
of God, is mariifefted in man,— -within, — 
Having made thefe obfervations, I recom* 
jnend them to your confideration. ^ 

^ench not the Spirit ; defpife not prophejy^ 
ffigi prove all things^ and bold f aft that 
which is good. And may we, individually, 
according to that light and manifeftation 
of the Spirit which is given unto us, be 
faithful to the revelations communicated to 
ws thereby, fo that we may have the tefti.^ 
i9q33{(>f/agood confcience; and, when we 
have deviated, let us endeavour to pofleis 
thofe penitential difpofitions, that, through 
Jefus Chrift, we may be accepted of God, 
and made meet for the realms of glory, 
where, with the general aflembly and 
phurch of the firft-born, and the fpirits of 
men made perfe<3:, we may contem-r 

plate 
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plajte*^ the perfedions of the divine Being; 
ajid may join the celeftial hofl: in the fong 
of Mofes, the fcrvant of God, and the 
fong of the I>mb, faying, Great and mar^ 
'oellous are thy works ^ Lord God jilmigbty ^. 
jvft find true^ are, thy ways^ thou King of 
faints / -^ 



PRAYER 



< m ) 



PR AYE R 

AT THE 

CbNCLUSION of the MEETING. 



MOST gracious Father of all our mer- 
cies, unto whom we have accefs 
through Jefus Chrift, thy Son, imprefs us 
with a humbling fenfe of our own unwor- 
thinefs, and of thine infinite mercy and 
goodnefs, that we may approach thine holy 
altar, and humbly implore thee, the Foun- 
tain of wifdotn and ftrength, that thou 
wouldft be pleafed t6 enlighten our. under- 
ftandings, that we may fee ourfelves as we 

are 
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are feen o^ thee, and may abhor ourfelve* 
as in duft and afties, feeling all thofe peqi- 
tential affeflions which may render us the 
objedls of thy forgivenefs, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Be pleafed' to affift us with 
the aid of thy Holy Spirit, that, in the 
future part of our earthly pilgrimage, we 
may be able efFeftually to correft the errors 
which we have committed m the firft. — 
That,„ under the influence of thy grace, 
we may pals the time of our fbjourning 
here in fear,^ and may be ftrengthened to 
lay afide every weight, and the fin which 
doth moft eafily befet us, and run with pa- 
tience the race which isf fet Befbfe us, in 
hope of attaining the^ eternal inheritaftcc 
^t fadctfrnot away. Thofi moft gIofi<n*f 
Being, who art thcf fcmrce of ffrehgtfe to 
the righteous in df generactidfls^, artdiihe 
tjjwtr cff their deftnce ; whole bread fhaH 
never fail them, and their waters fhall be 
fcre; look down upon us, atid fend us help 
out of thy fanftuary, tfnd ftrengthen us 
out of thy 9ion, that we may be ftrong in 

the 
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the Lord, and in the power of his might, 
and be able to fland againft the force of all 
thofe enemies who would impede our pro- 
grefs to the city of Jerufalem, the city of 
the faints folemnities; Be pleafed, O Lord, 
to conduct us by thy counfel, ftrengthen 
us by thy grace, and afterwards take us in- 
to the realms of celeftial glory ; that, when 
thou Ihalt call us hence, we may enter into 
*thofe regions where there is fulnefs of joy ; 
and where, with the general affembly and 
church of the firft-born, whofe names are 
written in heaven, and the fpirits of juft 
men made perfect, we may celebrate thy 
praife. It is with this view our fouls are 
proftrate before thee; and we would afcribe 
to thee, glory, majefty, and dominion, and 
every other excellent attribute of which 
thou art worthy, both now and for ever- . 
more. Amen. 



DISCOURSE 



f^' 



DISCOURSE viir. 



WHEN i firli entered under this 
roof, I felt as little difpofition to 
Vocal public fervice as any in the whole of 
this congregation could have poflefled, Con- 
fcious of my own weaknefs and my many 
infirmities, I fecretly wifhed to be ftrength- 
fened by him, who is the Minifter of the 
fanfluary and the glorious High Prieft of 
the Chriftian religion 5 and indeed, unlefs 
we are favoured with his prefcnoe, we fhall 
fit as; it were in darknefs and in the regions 
of the fhadow of death. If we feel not the 

N influence 
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influence of his Holy Spirit, efFeflually to 
quicken us and infpire us with the fpirit of 
devotion, in vain fhall we lift up our hands 
and offer up the facrifice of vocal prayer and. 
praife unto him. It would be well if we 
had ever in remembrance, that of ourfelves 
we are nothing, and of ourfelves can do 
nothing, I mean nothing that is efTentially 
good. Unlefs in our religious afTemblies 
we are firft miniftered unto by the chief 
Shepherd and Biftiop of fouls, we cannot 
poflibly minifter one to another. This the 
apoftles very evidently fhew, particularly 
where one of them, alluding to his Golpel- 
miniftry, fays, that nve may comfort others 
with the comfort nvherewttb we ourfehes are 
comforted of God. The difciple muft firft 
receive of his Lord, before he can diipenfe 
it to his brethren. And it is therefore that 
we profefs, I fay profefs at leaft, to meet 
upon one common bottom, both minifters 
and thofe in a private ftation, to wait, in 
all finglenefs of heart, upon that Being, 
who regardeth the crying of the poor and 

the 
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the fupplications of the needy 5 who m a 

peculiar manner will look unto that man 

I who is poor and of a contrite fpirit, and 

' that trembleth at his word. And, though 

\ the youth may faint ^ and the young men utter^ 

b f^^U y^^ thofe^ who wait upon the Lord^ 

Jhall renew their firength j they Jhqll mount 

upwards with, wings as eagles ; they Jhall run^ 

and not be weary -, they Jhall walky and not 

faint. 

It might perhaps be a little profitable for 
us to enquire what we are to underftand by 
the renewing of our ftrength : they^ that 
wait upon the Lordy Jhall renew their Jirength^ 
I Conceive this to be intended purely in 4 
fpirituai fenfe^ for, if natural ftrength 
be exhaufted by labour or fatigue, it is to 
be recovered, in the ordinary courfe of 
Qod's providence, only by reft and the ap- 
plication of fuitable nutritious food} but 
thofe, who wait upon the Lord, fhall re- 
new their ftrength. Such are the nature 
and conftitution of the human foul, that, 
in order to be preferved and live to God, 
N 2 with 
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witli a holy zeal for his name and for his 
caufe, to be endowed with ftrength vir- 
tuoufly to refolve, and virtuoufly to purfue 
the juft man's way, it muft be renewed by 
food that is of a fpiritual nature 5 that, ad 
bread is a term for natural food, which is 
adapted to the fupport and well-being of 
our bodies, fo this fpiritual food, renewed 
tnto us by the renewings of the Holy 
Ghoflr, is that bread which indeed the 
World knoweth not of. The world that 
lieth in wickednefs, the fenfualift, has no 
tafte norrelifli for that bread which cometh 
down from God out of heaven, and nou- 
riftieth the foul up unto eternal lifCr 

Though, in the application which the 
difciples were inftru6lcd to make to the 
common Father of us all,, outward Weffings 
might be included with fpiritual ones, yet 
doubtlefs, as the welfare of the foul is of 
infinitely more importance than the health 
itnd welfare of the body, in that part of 
the prayer, in which we are inftru€ted to 
fay — Give us this day otir daily bread,, is 

principally 
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principally intended that fpiritual commu- 
nication with the God of the fpirits of all 
flefti, which imparts ftrength and vigour to 
the foul, animating it with a fpirit of real 
devotion, that it can afcend above this low- 
er and terreftrial fphere, — afcend as upon 
the nmngsof an eagle ^ a bird which is faid to 
approach theneareft to that glorious natu- 
ral luminary, the fun, in ita flights. So, 
, that foul, which poffeffes not only the fpirit 
of real religion, butalfo feels its beft affec- 
tions animated towards God, will have this 
privilege over the mere profefTor of religion, 
that he will afcend as upon the wings of an 
^agle, afcend in an awful contemplation of 
the divine attributes, in a meditation upon 
fpiritual iiibjefts, in a flrain of holy an^ 
fervent devotion I he will afcend the mount 
of the Lord's holinefs, encompafs his altar 
in the multitude of his mercies, and lift up 
his heart with his hands to thiat Being who 
inhabits the heavens. 

ImprelTed with the importance of theip 
truths, wljich we, as a religious fociety, 

• «N 3 peculiarly 
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peculiarly profefs, let us, friends, not 
come to thefe meetings merely with an ex- 
peftation of rtceiving benefit, edification, 
or comfort, one from another. Let us 
not look one upon another with ^^ Men and 
bretbreny what Jhall we do to befaved? or, 
who fhall fhew us any good ? But, fenfible 
of our ovv?i refpeftive wants, and impreffed 
with a jufl: idea of the folemnity of that 
bufinefs which we are profeflTedly met about, 
let us, in the nothingnefs of felf, in the 
filence of allflefh, reverently wait upon the 
Minifter of the fanftuary ; and to him let 
us look with all finglenefs of heart, and 
fay. Lord,' lift thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us* Thus, pofleffing 
that aflfe6lion of niind which is analogous 
to the aflFedlion of corporal hunger, as per- 
fons fenfible of our wants, and alfo where 
thofe wants can be effeftually fupplied, we 
Ihall become the objefts of that moft defi- 
rable blefling, blejed are thofe who hunger 
and thirji after right eoufnefs, for they Jhall be 
filled. It fcems to me, beyond the leaft de- 

•greq 
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gree of doubt, that the royal pfalmift felt 
this fpiritual hunger ; he felt this feufe of 
want, and the need that he ftood in of a 
fupply.from the divine prefence, when he 
Ipeaks to this purport : As the hart pantetb 
after the ivater-brookSy fo panteth my foul after 
tbee^ O God I and again. My foul thirjieth 
for GoJy yea, for the living God. This paf- 
fage of the royal pfalmift feems to convey 
an idea to me of the foul which feels the 
weight of its own infirmities, the preffure 
and the importunity of furrounding temp- 
tations ; clofely preffed, hunted as it were, 
purfued by its enemies, as the hart, when 
its ftrength is nearly exhaufted, and almoft 
ready to faint and' drop with thirft, to 
whom nothing could be more precious than 
a fpring of water : therefore, as the hunted 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, fo 
that foul, which is fenfible of its infirmi- 
ties, and feels the preffure of furrounding 
temptations, longs aft?r that immortal 
fpring of goodnefs, where it may be refreftied 
and ftrengthened, and efcape from its ene- 
N 4 mies. 
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mies, to purfue its courfe fiiccefsfully, 
and ultimately to finifli it with joy. 

I wifh we were more arid more impreffed 
with a juft fenfe of what we are, that the 
pride of hqman nature were more effeftuai- 
ly humbled ; -rr- that ^^'e might look up to 
him who is the fource of all that is excel- 
lent and good, and, to ufe the language of 
the holy penman, feel after the LorJ^ if 
iaply vjue might find him. And he, whom 
the fervent foul is in fearch after, is not afar 
ofFs he, whom thou longeft for, will fud* 
denly come unto his temple ; but, whojhaU 
abide the day of his coming ? who JhalJ ftand 
when he appeareth ? When the foul 23 th^s 
favoured with a Ipiritual communion an4 
intelleftiial fenfe of the fupreme Being, it is 
then that every thing that is exalted^ be- 
comes abafed; the loftinefs of man is 
brought down ; he fees himfelf as a worm, 
and no man j as unworthy the leaft of his 
mercies and truths and therefore, in this 
view of himfelf and of the fupreme Being, 
he will break forth, in the language of 

Job, 
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job, Iba'peheardof thee by the bearing of the 
far ;— fo far the fpeculatift may go, fo far 
the theorift may' collet a fyftem of faith; 
but, he not only heird of hini by tiie hear- 
ing of th^ ear, i)'ut, fays he, now mine eye 
Jeetbthee. He had formed juft notions of 
the fupreme Being i he waS ehl?ghtened to 
have juft ideas of himfelf, 1 bave beard of 
thee, fays he. By the bearing of the ear y but 
How ffiine eyi feeth thee -, wherefore I repent and 
abhor tnyfelf in duji and ajhes. This is that 
liumbling fenfe which we all of us fhould 
poflefs of ourfelves, if, in the fcnfc which 
tmr 'Saviour Intended, We were fdvbtired to 
Tec God : EieffeU '-^^ys he) are tbe-pure in 
hearty for they JhkU fee God; which certain*- 
iy muft be int-ended in a peculiar and fpiri-f 
4:ual feftfe, for he k not the object of our ien*^ 
fe[. To be fiH^e, in one refpetSt, It may be 
fmd, the pure and the impure ^ fee God 5 
^hey have a fenfible demonftration of his 
^feing in the works of creation, ^rid of the . 
Mittributes of power, wifdom, and goodnefs^; 
Ibutthey fiav<? not tkat animating, that in- 
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telleftual, vifion, which is the bjefling of 
the pure in heart : Blejfed are the pure in 
hearty for they jhall fee God. Let none be 
fo weak as to imagine this is to be under- 
flood in the f uUeft fenfe of the word ; for, 
in the fupreme Being 'we live^ and move^ 
and have our beings he comprehends all 
things, and is comprehended by nothing. 
If thou afcend up to heaven y hen there i if thou 
go down to the depth of the feay he is there. 
The darknefs and the light are both alike to 
him 5 he is infinite in all his attributes ; he 
is omniprefent ; he pervadeth every part of 
his vaft extended empire; there are no 
bounds to Omnijpotence ; he remains the 
fame from generation to generation j with 
him, the perfeft King, there is no varia** 
blenefs, neither any fhadow of turning* 
;When we contemplate with propriety the 
attributes of this Being through the fandti- 
fication of the Spirit, then we experience 
what it is to have a pure heart, a heart poC- 
feffing purity of intention,, whofe faculties 
and powers are placed on a pure object, 

an4 
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and all under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, and under the government of thofe 
laws which the infinitely- wife Legiflator' 
hath adapted to prbmote the happinefs of all 
his. creatures, gnd to prepare them* for 
the glory, and the dignity, that is the pecu- 
liar privilege of the pure in heart j the en- 
joyment of that pure ftate of being, which 
we fee now but darkly, through a glafs, 
where the wicked ceafe from troubling, 
and the weary are at reft j where the fociety 
of the juft are employed in contemplating 
the attributes of the eternal King, and join 
in thtfolemnfong of Mofesy tbefervant ofGod^ 
and of the Latnby faying. Great and marveU 
Jous are thy works ^ Lord God Almighty ^ 
juft and true are thy ways^ thou King of 
faints! 



PRAYER 



J 
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PRAYER 



A T T H f 



CONCLUSION OF THEMEETINa 



MOST gracious God, as of ourfdves 
we can do nothing, be pleafed, we 
humbly befeech thee, to look down from 
the heavens, the habitation of thy holincfs, 
favourably upon us at this feafbn. Do 
thou lift up the light of thy glorious coun- 
tenance upon us, that in thy light, O Lord, 
we in?iy ice light, and that our undcrftand- 
ings may be cfFe6lually informed refpefting 
thofe things which belong to our peace and 

to 
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to thy glory; that our underftandings may 
not only be enlightened to fee, but alfo our 
hearts ftrengthened and animated to engage 
in the work of righteoufnefs, which is peace, 
and the efFeft of it quietnefs and affurance 
for ever. 

O moft merciful Father, look down upon 
us, vile unworthy creatures ; inflame our 
hearts w^th a fenfe of gratitude to thee, the 
Author and Fountain of every good and 
perfeftgift, of all thofe bleflings which we 
have received, and have fo much mifapplied, 
in the courfe of our ftiort pilgrimage j that, 
under a juft fenfe of thy majejfty, of thy 
mercy and goodnefs, and of our own weak- 
nefs, we may be induced to approach thy 
holy altar, and put up our fupplications 
unto thee, that thou wouldeft be pleafed to 
fend us health out of thy fanftuary, arid 
ftrcngthen us as out of 2/ion. 

Thou, that baft been a rock and a place 
of refuge for the righteous in all genera- 
tions, look down, we befeech thee, upon 
thofe that are under the prelTure of any fpe- 
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cies of affliftion and probation, thofe 
whofe hearts are right towards thee, who 
are going to Mount Sion, and have had 
their feet direfted thither. Oh ! > be pleafed 
to afford thefe the aid of thy Spirit in the 
moments of human weaknefs, and in their 
folemn adverfe feafon. Lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon them. O Lord, 
preferve us all in the courfe of our pil- 
grimage through this vale of tears 5 guide 
us, by the light of thy counfel, and after- 
wards receive us into the realms of celeftial 
glory, where, having been previoufly effec- 
tually purged, fanftified, and juftified, in 
and through thy Son, our Lord and Sa- 
viour, Jefus Chrift, we may join the hea- 
venly fociety, and for ever be with the 
faints and angels, and fpirits of jufl men 
made perfeft, to laud and praife thy great 
and excellent name ; to whom, for all thy 
mercies, be the dominion, thanklgiving, 
bleffing, and praife, not only now, but 
henceforth and for evermore. Amen» 

DISCOURSE 
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DISCOURSE IX. 



r'mS doy and thou Jhalt live. Thefe words 
of our Lord revived in my remembrance 
at this meeting, and I have been led to advert 
to the occafion of their being delivered. It 
is, I think, written in one of the evangelifts : 
Behold^ a cert it n lawyer Jlood up, and tempts 
ed him, faying y Mq/ier, what /hall I do to in- 
herit everlajiing life ? It is written, that 
he meant to tempt him ; it follows of 
courfe, that his motive, in propofing this 
queftion, was not of the beft kind ; that it 
was not with a view of gaining informa- 
tiion, but, if poflible, to enfnare him, and 

take 
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take an'occafion againft him. Biit, btif 
Lord, upon this as well as upon every otheif 
occafion, manifefted that wifdom which hd 
. pofleffed above all other men, that wifdotrt 
which directed all that he did and all that 
he faid ; be /poke as never man /poke ; he 
fpoke with peculiar authority, attd not as 
the fcribes. Inftead of making an imme- 
diate and diredt anfwer to this queftion, he 
previoufly propofed one to him* Whati 
fays he, is written in the law f bow readeji 
thou ? To which the lawyer replied, ^im 
Jhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hearty 
and with all thy foul ^ mid with all tbyjirengthi 
and with all thy^ mndy and thy neighbour as 
thyfilf^ To which Jefus faid, ^bou ha^ an* 
fwered right \ this do^ and thouJhaU live^s^ II 
feemeth to me, that this lawyer might ap-* 
prehend, as feme others did who had 4 
prejudice againft Jefus, and tlie worthy 
caufe which he promoted upon the earthy 
that he came to deftroy the law and the 
prophets^ and to preach another law eflen-» 
tially different from that which ha4 .beei> 
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delivered tb them; or that he diipenfed 
with the obligation of that^ which, by 
wdy of diftinftidn, is called the moral law* 
But oiir Saviour evinced that he came not 
to deftroy the law^ but to fulfil it 5 he told 
them^ that heaven and earth fhould foohef 
pafs away than one jot or tittle of the law 
fhould faiL Now the law which our Sa-' 
viour intended, when he fays^ What is 
written in the law ? bow rtadtji thou ? could 
not be any part of the new Teftament, be- 
caufe none of that had been written 5 he 
therefore intended that law of command- 
ments which is of univerfal and indifpenfa-* 
ble obligation, and is immutable: Tifo« 
Jhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy beartf 
and^f^ alliby fouly and with all thy Jfrengt^if 
and with all thy mindi and thy neighbour ai 
thyfelf. Now we are inftrudted that love is 
the fulfilling of the law \ but in what fenfe 
is it the fulfilling of the law ? why, who-« 
ever poffefles the love of God will be indu-- 
ced, bythe beft motiVeSj to ftudy his will, 
Bnd to difidbiarge tlte obligation of his feve*^ 
.:-w...,. X O ral 
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ral religious duties to him. — If he loves Tiis 
neighbour, he will be induced to defire his 
welfare on all occafions. He will feck the 
intereft and good of his neighbour ; he will 
not only be juft, but merciful, kind, and 
loving. And this definition perfeftly 
agrees with that pafTage where it is faid, 
*Love worketb no ill to bis tmgbbour. 

Now I conceive that there is no other 
way for lis to obtain that moft defirable 
otgeft of being accepted of our Creator, 
who is the Judge of the whole earth, than 
to obferve thofe facred commandments on 
Which hang all the law and the prophets. 
. And it feems to me, that there is much 
more of. the love of God and the love of 
our ndghbour'^afiumed, or profefledy^^lhaii 
is really poffeflcd at heart by mankind. The 
pride, the haughlinefs, the irreverence, 
with which they appear in the prefencc of 
the oranilcient Being, befpeak that they 
poffefe not the loveiof him in ±heir Jiearts, 
Ambition, avarice, and the various fpecies of 
vMiity which have invaded the feveral claffesof 

mankinds 



jftiahkihd/ befpeak that they arc void of the 
love of the God of heaven and of the 
whok earth. They, who rife up early^ 
atid go to bed late^ in order to add houfe to 
houfe, and barn to barn, dnd bag to bag, ^ 
and land to knd, till there is nothing left 
jfar the poor of the earth • who improve 
£very opportunity to monopolize as much, 
as poffible the bleflings of heaveil, and 
1?5rhofe fchirft feeiiis to be inexhauftible ; who 

. iire prompted by avardce> which is a pafliou 
that imcreafes with the increafe of years, 

. and increafes with the increafe of riches j 
inanifeft that the love of God is not in 
JtheiB ; for, the apoftle faith. If any man lovi 
fbe wqrldi the love of the Father is not in bim*^ 
hy which I underftand^ if a mati is pofTelTed 
of an inordinate love of the things of this 

..World J if they fo take hold of his afFec- 
tionSj and iftgrofs his attention, as to ileal 
from him that awe of God which ever . 
.ought to ' pervade his foul ; • if it prevents 
Jiis attention to the ftatutes and the cpm- 
^imdments of beaven, and prevents his 
O 2 walking 
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walking humbly and reverently througfi 
this (hort fcene of his pilgrimage ; it is, 
and may be juftly, called, that kind of love 
of the world which excludes the love of the 
fupreme Being. 

But, while it is fo little, I fear, poffeffed 
at heart, much is profeffed by all the feveral 
denominations of religion -, however they 
may differ withrefped to fpeculative te- 
nets, certain rituals, and modes of devo- 
tion, and articles of faith, they all profefs 
to love God, all acknowledge the obligation 
of that and of the fubfequent command- 
ment J but it is to be feared that we often 
treat the fupreme Being in a manner fimi- 
lar to that which we ufe one towards ano- 
ther. Among mankind, there are great 
andfpecious pretences of friendfhip, when 
perhaps there is but little really poffeffed at 
heart ; and indeed fome, under the fem- 
blance of love and friendfhip, have only 
waited for an opportunity to,ftabthe repu- 
tation,or injure theirneighbour in hisproper- 
ty or perfon^ with fecurity from thelafli of tiic 
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law. There are, who have made this pro* 
feflion as z cloak of malicioufnefs ; and, 
while they have faid, Art thou in health, 
brother ? have had a dagger concealed be- 
neath die black dilguife. Now we are 
abundantly inftrufted, that, though we 
may, and too , frequently do, deceive one 
another, and pafs off bafe metal for fter- 
ling coin, yet it is impoffible we (hould de- 
ceive that awful Being with whom we have 
to do I he fees not as man fees ; he looks 
beyond the veil of every covering ; he be- 
holds the latent recefles of the human 
heart* Let us therefore not be deceived, 
for God is not mocked ; that which every 
man fows, that fliall he reap; if he fows 
unto the flefh, he fljall of the flefti reap 
corruption; but, if he fows unto the Spi- 
rit, of the Spirit he (hall reap life ever- 
lafling. 

In vain fliall we call upon the name of 

the Lord, in vaih ftiall we facrificeupon his 

altar, in vain fliall we make many prayers, 

m^ ^read ovjr hands towards the habita- 
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tion oiF4iis holinefs^ urtlefe we poffefs fh^ 
Jove of hiini in the higheft ; and which,- 
whoever poffeffes, he will manifeft ih the 
. various branches of life, his converfation, 
and commerce among mankind. He will 
confcientioufly difcharge his religious, hi$ 
focial'i his relative, duties ; and, in the 
Iphere of his movement, he will manifeft 
the love of God by keeping his command- 
ments. If ye love me, (fays our Lofd,) 
keep my cofnmandments ; and, if we Would 
really become obje6ts of his complaGency^i 
if we would beloved and honoured of that 
Being who made us for the purpdfe of his 
own glory, let us attend ta the folemn in- 
jun6lion of the Author of tha Chriftiart 
religion : Keep you therefore my commands 
ments and abide in my love, even as 1 kave 
kept my Fathers commandments and akide in 
i>is love. 

Let Us not thei'efore apprehend, that any 
articles oi faith, that any rituals of devo- 
tion, or any form of prayer that can poll}- 
Wy be uttered, can be a fubftitute for thi$ 
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^ffeftion of heart towards God, and which 
the confideration of his attribute^ will thfe 
. tnoft powerfully engage us to poffefs. We ' 
have nothing that we have not received'; 
,he, the Ancient of days, is thefolepitoprie- 
tor of the univerfe, the Lord of hofts 5 he 
is orre, arid his name is one. We, the in- 
liabitants of his footftool, are but tenants 
at will. The earth is the Lord's, and the 
fulnefs thereof, and the cattle of a thou- 
land hills are his. And, feeing we poffefs 
nothing but what we have derived from 
him, that all the bleffings which we have 
received are owing to his bounty and good- 
Befs, we ought not to boaft as if we had 
not' received them, but with all humility 
acknowledge his^ manifold goodnefs, and to 
offer unto him the facrifice of an undivided 
heart. It is the language of Wifdom to 
the ions of men. My fon^ give me thy heart. ^ 
Oar beft affedions will be engaged ; then, 
indeed, we fhall poffefe the very fpirit of 
devotion; for, whoever pofleffes not the 
love of God poffeffes not the fpirit of devo- 
O 4 tion; 
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tidii s his hands may be Ufted up toward? 
the habitation of his holinefs, but his heart 
Jics groveling on the earth 5 he is worfhip* 
ping* the gods of this world, filver and 
gold, and therefore the iifting up of his I 

bands and the verbal oblation of his mouth | 

will not be acceptable incenfe upon that fa^ 
cred altar, whereof thpfe who ferve the ta*- 
bernacle have no right to partake. 

I wifti that we might improve fuch fea- 
fons as this in a particular manner, to con^ 
template the divine attributes, to refleiS: and 
think upon his name, to recollefl: the in- 
ftances of his goodnefsj of his power, and 
of hiswifdom, that fo we may feel our af- 
fedions more and more fet upon things 
that are above, lefs and lefs upon things 1 

which are beneath, which are but of a tranr 
fitory nature, and which perifh with the 
wfing. This was the injunftion of the 
apoftle: Set your aff0ion on things^ abfivfy 
find not on things ofi the earth. This indeed 
Is to b^fpirituaUy Riinde4? as it is.wntte;^, 
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tp be carnally minded is deaths but U befpiri^ 
tually minded is life and peace. 

If we were really concerned to poffefs this 
love of God, it. would not only manifeft it- 
self in the various branches of our religious 
duty, but alfo thofe of a focial and relative 
kind. I think we are fomewhere told, that, 
for a man to fee his fellow-creature in 
diftrefs, and (hut up his bowels againft 
Jiim, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him ? and the apoftle reafon? very aptly : 
J/i fays he, nve love mf our brother j whom 
ffvebavefeeny bow Jhall we love Qod^ whom we 
have not feeny who is not an objed: of fenfe, 
who is inapproachable ? no man hath feen 
him, nor can fee him s and, asweareinca^ 
pable of rendering any thing unto God^ 
who , is abfolutely perfedt, it feems that he 
accepts of the good offices we do for one 
another as if they had been done unto him, 
and he was capable of being benefited by 
theqi. This is illuftrated by our Lord with, 
jrefpeft tp thofe who had neglefted him : J 
ffBas (in-hungered^ wdi ye fed me nqf-, mk^d, 
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and ye clothed pe not; Jick and in prtfon^ 
and ye vifited me not 5 to which they made 
this reply: Whenfawwetbeean-hungeredj or 
naked^ orjicky or in prifon^ and did not minijler 
unto thee ^ — Inafmuch^ fays he,^ as ye did it 
not to one of the leaji of tbefe my brethren^ ye 
did it not unto me ^ and again; to thofe who 
received him, it is faid, I was an-bungeredy 
and ye fed me; naked ^ and ye clotbed me^ or 
words to the fame import ; Iwasfck andih 
frifon^ and ye vifted me. Now .thefe pot. 
feffed that modefty which is peculiar to 
good men ; they anfwered : TFhen faw we 
tbee an-bungered;" or naked^ orjicky orinpri-^ 
fojty and tuinijiered unto tbeef Inafmucby 
fays he, as ye bave done it to one of tbe leafl 
vf tbefe little ones^ you bave done it to me. — - 
Who arc thefe little ones ? I conceive that 
we are all,' by creation, God's little ones; 
he ftands in the relation of a father to afl 
ranks and clafles of human beings ; he of 
•one blood has made all nations to dwell on 
all the face of the earth, and hath deten- 
mined the times before appointed, and the 
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boands of their habitation j and, as he has 
made them of one blood, fo he looks^ upon 
them with an everlafting love, which dif» 
criminates nottheperfonsof nren • for, he 
is no refpefter of perfons ; but, in every 
hation, he, thdt fearcth God and worketh 
righteoufnefs, is accepted of him. And, 
that the little ones; in this place, intend 
not any peculiar clafs, to me is veiy evi- 
dent ; becaufe, we are under an obligation 
to do good to the unrighteous as well as 
the righteous, to the unjuft as well as the 
juft } not only to be loving to our friends, 
but to love our enemies, to do good to all ; 
td ptat up our prayers, not for this or that 
jpeduliarplafs pf perfons, but to addrefs our 
prayers for the' vaft community of crea-^ 
lures-: — / exhort^ fays the apoftle, that 
fr(tyers and fupplkatiom be made for all men ; 
for kings ^ and for all tbfit are in authority ; 
that nve may lead a quiet and peaceable life^ in 
itllgodHnefs and honefty. Wfe are to pray for 
the righteous, that they may be confirmed 
in their ways j — ^ for the wicked, that they 

may 



( ^4^ ) 
may be reformed* We arc to pray not only 
for our fiienfis, for, if we love them that 
love wsi what do we more than others,? It 
is. natural ±0 have an.aiFedion for them 
who haye.anaffeftionfor us ; but we muft 
go farther than this^ we muft love them 
that hate us, and pray for them that perfe- 
cute us. If we poffefs.this fpirit of mind^ 
if love prevails to all, then we fhall ever 
have.occaiioin, as our Lord faid, rather to 
rejoice thani to be forrowful if we fhall be 
mal-treated bythpfe whofejntereft wchave 
endeavoured tp promote-:.— Blejfed are ye 
(fa-ys pur Lord) ijohen men Jball fay all man* 
ner of ^ evil a^ain/i yoti^ falf^ly^ for my fake i 
ryoice and be exceeding glfldy for great iipwr 
reward in ieaven. Now I wifti that this af- 
fefitiohof love, the love of God and of our 
neighbour, were more really ^elt at heart 
than it appears to be. 

The love of our neighbour means not, 
in the common acceptation of the term, 
the people whofe local habitation is near 
Qursi and who lend u$ fome afUftance^ as 

we 
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We are inftfufted in the cafe of the Satriarif* 

tan and the poor Jew, when it was afked 

our Lord, who is my neighbour ? It feem- 

ed good fometimes to him to anfwer the 

queftions propofed to him by a parable. It 

was peculiar to thofe times and that part 

of the world; and, fo frequent was it, that 

it is faid of our Lord, that without a para^?* 

ble fpake he not unto them, A certain 

man, fays he, went down from Jerufalem 

to Jericho, and, fell among thieves, . who 

ftripped him, and wounded him, and dc-- 

parted, leaving him half dead. Here was 

an objeft for Chriftian benevolence to exer- 

cife itfelf upon; here was an inftance in 

which the love of our neighbour fhould 

have been exercifed;. but it feems that 

thofe, who ought to have poffeffed the 

greateft ftiare of friendly afFeftions, thofe 

who waited upon, the fervice of the altar, 

wanted this afFeftion. The prieft palTed 

by J the Levite followed his example ; thofe, 

who ought to have been the firft to fet an 

example of mercy^ loving«kindnefs, and 

charity. 
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eharityi pofleffed hot that affe^ion, ivhidl 
would «ngage us* by ^very means hi out 
power, to relieve the diftreftcd and wipej 
Awayihe tears of the afflided. Iij fliort/ 
fo nwjch ftrefs is lai4 upon the polfeffion o^ 
this affeftion, and exercifing it in thiait^ 
and kindnei^ one towards Mother, that it 
is faid to be the iteligion which is pure and 
undefiled, not a religion of fpeculafibn and 
theory: Pure religioHt and uhdefikd befori 
Cod and the Father y is this : to mfit the fa* 
iberk^andieidoms in their effiiBion^ and (9 
heep mrjehes unfpottedfrom the world. 

The prieft paflbd by j the Levitt alf(j 
palled by. At length, it feems, a Samari* 
*«x eame that way $ and, though thej« ha4 
iong fubfifted an cnnjity between the Jewj 
and the Samaritans, yet- be poffefled fo 
anuch of the love of God and his ndgh- 
)»our« that it overcame the prejudice of hii 
Jeducation i though the olgea that claimed 
this attention was a Jew, he took dompaf* 
S\9n on him in this ftate, and did not, as 
iw* often <U) to oaofi another, pour in amixx 
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ture of wormwood and gall, to aggravate 
the wounds, rather than the <^1 of love, to 
alleviate and ^uage them. He poured in 
oil and wine ; and not only fo, but he 
lodbed forwards, and provided for his fu- 
ture fubfiftehce; he fent him to an inn» 
and, when he departed, directed the hoft to 
take care of him, faying, Whatsoever thou 
%endeft, when I come again, I will repay 
&ee. 

This is fet forth as an* example to us, 
which we fhould by all means attempt to . 
imitate« We fhould be divefted of every 
Ipecies of prgudice, and endeavour to have 
our hearts more enlarged in the love of 
God $ and, the more we are enlarged in the 
love of God, the more fhall we pc^lefs the 
love of oqr neighbour, and more promote 
th« interejGt of the vaft community of man*- 
J^ind, and be more difpofed to imitate the 
example of the Saviour of mankind among 
ihc poor and defpifed, who was, on that ac*- 
•count, in reproach, called the fdend of pul>- 
ilican^ and iinnftra. We. ihouid exercife our 
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gifts for the promotion of righteoufnefs.oil 
the earth, to prevent every calamity, and 
promote the intereft of fociety. It ihould 
be the ftudy of our lives, and our delight^ 
to go about doing good. I am thankful I 
poffefs that fpirit of charity that forgets all 
the diftinilions of names, of rank, and of 
dignity. As men are ftripped of thefe dif^ 
tin£lions, and remember that ^hey ftand 
in the relation of children to the Father. of 
mankind, fo will their love and benevo- 
, lerice be ; if we pofleffed this afFeftion, we 
fhould endeavour to promote concord 
among the feveral ranks of fociety. 

I wilh we may fee the reftoration of tliofe 
primaeval days, when the morning-ftars 
fang together, and all the ions of God 
fhouted for joy. — God is lovej that is a 
term which is mofl: aptly applied, and moft 
glorioufly illuftrates the attributes of tl^ 
fupreme Being. We are the offspring of 
his benevolence j it was to communicate 
happinefs, it was from the*fburce of his in^ 
finite benevolence, that he crcated fus, and 
V endued 
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, endued us with capacities of partaking of 
the happinefs of immortality. He has 
called us to keep his ftatutes, that we may 
poffefs a fpecies of happinefs inconceivable 
to us at prefent, and which, in. its dura- 
tion, will run parallel with the endlefs ages 
of eternity. 

Seeing, we have received every thing we 
poffefs from him, let us be proftrate at his 
footftooLj let OS, in all, the emotions of 
filial piety, approach his altar, in the mul- 
titude of his mercies, and lift up our hands 
to the habitation of hisholinefs j — not on- 
ly our hands, . but alfd our hearts. Lift up 
your hands and hearts to Qod^ I think the 
Pfalmift fays, iioho inhabits the heavens. . -^ 
Thefe will be feafons of folemnity. We 
fliall enter into the clofets of our hearts, 
and Ihut the door ; we fliall be lifted up^ as 
on the wings of an eagle, in the conteriiplaw 
tion of his attributes, agreeable to the der 
claratioi^ of the prophet, who fpoke in the 
name of the Lord : H hough the youth may 

faint ^ ahd the young men utterly fall^ yet they 
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who wait upon the Lord jhall renew their 
Jlrengtb ; they Jhall mount ' up mth wings as 
eagles *y they Jhall run^ and not be weary i they 
JImU walk^ and not faint. In holy fervour 
of fpirit, wcftiall be able to enter into that 
within the vail, and in the depth of humi- 
liation we fhall worfhip the Lord in the 
beauty of holinefs. Thus fliall we be qua- 
lified to join thd celeftial fong: Glory to 
God in the highe^ y on earthy peace ^^ and good 
will towards men. 

Under the fenfe of thefe things, the ma- 
nifeftation of his prefence, and a participa- 
tion of that food which is of a fpiritual na- 
ture, the bread that cometh down from 
Ood out of heaven, we fliall be qualified 
to approach him, not in a formal manner, 
but the language of our hearts will be : 

Our Father^ who art in heawn^ hallowed 
ie thy name ; thy kingdom come 5 thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us^ this 
day^ our daily bread ^^ and forgive us our 
^^^fP^Jf^^ ^^ "^^ forgive them that trejpajs 
againjl us} andjeadus not into temptation, but 

deliver 
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deliver us from evil; fovy thine is the kingdorit^ 
and the power ^ and the glory ^ for ever and 
ever, jifnen* 
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PRAY E R 



AT THE 



CONCLUSION of the MEETING. 



MOST gracious God, infpire us more 
and more with fuitableafFe6lions to- 
wards thee, that we may find accefs to thy 
prefence, and offer up the acceptable in- 
cenfe of thankfgiving and of praife. O 
thou omnifcient Being, who knoweft us 
altogether as we are, grant, we befeech 
thee, that, under the influence of the 
light of the Gofpel of thy Son, we may 
fee ourfelves ^s we are feen of thee j that, 
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in the depth of reverence, we may abhor 
ourfelves in duft and afties j that the re- 
membrance of our paft tranfgreffions, 
which have loudly befpoken our ingratitude 
to thee, thou moft adorable Being, may be 
blotted out ; and that we may feel that 
contrition of foul, which becomes every 
penitent who is the proper objedt of thy 
mercy, O let the confideration of thine 
attributes and of our own unworthinefs . 
humble us yet more and more in thy pre- 
fence } that, pofleffed with a filial fear of 
thee, we may in future be more circum- 
fpeft in our goings ; and that we may feek,. 
and be able to difcriminate, the juft man's ' ^ 
way, and to walk in it, which, as the 
bright and fliining light, fliineth more and 
more unto the perfeft day. O grant that 
we may be more and more enamoured with 
the love of virtue ; that we may more and 
more prefer the narrow and the ftrait gate, 
which leads to life, rather than the broad 
way of fenfual indulgence, that leads to 
the gates of death, and ultimately will in- 
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volvefuch as perfevere therein in the pit of 
perdition. 

O moft adorable Jefus, increafe our 
faith and love,, and increafe the friendly af- 
fections of our fouls one towards another, 
that we may be difpofed, inftead of bur- 
dening others, to' bear each others bur- 
dens i inftead of cafting about to enfnare 
and deceive, we may look upon our neigh- 
bours intereft as our ownj that we may 
promote the intereft of righteoufnefs in the 
world I that, under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, through grace, we may walk 
before thee/o, in this world, as to have an 
ample hope of being received into the af- 
. fembly of the juft in the life to come. 

O thou, who art the preferver of men, 
influence us more and more by thy Spirit, 
that we may lay afide every weight and eve- 
ry burden, and the fin which doth fo eafily 
befet us j; and run with patience the race 
which is fet before us ; and fo to run, as 
^hat we may obtain the crqwn immortal, 
that Iball n^fver fade awajFt While we are 
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fojourners in this world, and in the land of 
the fliadow of death, open to us the brighter 
profpe6l of a fairer day ; that, whatfoever 
may be our lot in this pilgrimage, whether 
pcrfecution or diftrefs, we may have an in- 
tereft in thy Son, as a hope firm and ftead- 
faft, as an anchor in this tempeftuous 
ocean. Grant that, when the days of our 
pilgrimage are concluded, we may receive 
the end of our faith, even the falvation of 
our fouls, where the righteous fhall ftiine 
as the brightnefs of the firmament, and as 
the ftars, for ever and ever. 

O thou mofl righteous Being, in a fenfe 
of thy goodnefs we would approach thy 
akar, and afcribe to thee might,, majefty, 
and dominion, with every other excellent 
and adorable attribute, now, henceforth, 
and for evermore. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE X. 



UNDER an apprehenfion of duty, I 
have frequently laboured among you, 
in word and doftrine, for a feries of years. 
What effeft it has had on thofe who have 
heard me, I cannot prefume to determine j 
if I were, indeed, to judge by appearances^ 
I (hould conclude the obvious efFefts to be 
but Httle. But, there is a matter on which 
I am fully competent to determine : my mo- 
tives have been of thebeft kind, the love of 
God and the love of my fellow-creatures ; 
tjiat love which worketh no ill, but would, 
by all poflible methods, promote the effen- 
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tial intereft of its neighbours ; and, having 
from time to time difcharged what I appre- 
hended to be my religious duty, I have 
therein found great peace. This, to my- 
felf at leaft, has been the efFe6l of my 
public labours ; and, though it is proba- 
ble» that what I have fometimes delivered 
may have been more or lefs fimilar to that 
which I have, aforetime delivered, yet I 
hope, that even, a repetition of doftrines 
and advices, which we are urged to deliver 
from a fenfe of duty, may not be as water 
fpilt upon a ftone, but may have a tsadoicy 
(if not to convey any material information 
to the underftanding) to ftir up at leaft the 
pure mind by way of remembrance. 

We have heard much ; we have had line 
upon line, and precept upon precept 5 and 
there have been ferit among us, who, as 
good fcribes, out of their treafury have 
brought forth things new and old. But, 
the effential and important doftrines, which 
refped in particular our pradlical duties, 
make, it is to be feared, but a flight im« 
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preflion on the minds of men, even upon 
thofe who are very fond of hearing, and 
have perhaps much'to fay concerning the 
myfteries of faith; vjrho, whilft they lay 
much ftrefs upon fpeculative opinions, have 
pofleiSed too little of that real Chriftian 
love and zeal, which manifefts itfelf by a 
conduft confiftent with the commandments 
of the Author of the Chriftiap difpenfa- 
tion, Wq want to be ftirred up, to be 
excited, to do that, which we want not to 
be inftrufted it is our duty to do. But, if 
there be any, in this auditory, whofe under- 
ftandings may have been bewildered in a 
long and tedious purfuitof fpeculative no- 
tions 5 or who have attempted, though but 
with little fuccefs, to inveftigate abftrufe 
points, and to comprehend myfteries which 
the wifdom of the Holy Ghoft may fee m^t 
to conceal from the foolifhncfs of men, 
j(the prying curiofity of the creature, who is 
more apt to inquire than to obey;) if there 
be any fuch, who are yet unfatisfied with 
regard to thofe grand and eil^ntial points, 
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Upon which their acceptance with the com- 
mon Father of the human race depends : if 
there be any who are under the prefTure of 
manifold fms and tranfgreffions, are in 
doubt with refpe6t to thofe means which 
are neceffary to be purfued, in order that 
their tranfgreffions may be forgiven of God, 
and that they may be accepted of him 5 if 
there be any, who, in the anguifh of their 
fouls, have their hands upon their loins, 
with, what Jball IJo to be faved ? it feems to 
me to be. my duty to ftate to them a cafe, 
nearly perhaps as we have it reprefented in 
the holy Scriptures, refpefting one, for- 
merly, who propofed a queftion of this 
fort. 

How Jhall I come before the, Lord? or 
wherewithal Jhall I bow myfelf before the mofi 
high God f Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings and calves of a year old? Jhall 
I prefent him with ten thoufands of rivers of 
oil ? Jkall I give him my frjl-born for my 
tranfgrejjton, the fruit of my body for the Jin 
of my foul? — JSfow it feems to me, • beyond 
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air controverfy, that, by coming before the 
Lordy bowing before the mofi high God^ was 
meant, the bowing before him, or coming 
before him, acceptably. What fhall I do 
to recommend myfelf to the divine notice, 
to have the load of my fins taken off? my 
tranfgreffions cancelled from the book of 
his remembrance ? In anfvver to this, he 
was fhewn that that which God required 
of man, as eflential to his acceptance with 
him, was eafily to be apprehended, and 
within the compafs of his power to per- 
form ; that is to fay, of man, favoured 
with the manifeftation of the Spirit of 
God, and ftrengthened by his grace. 

He bath Jhewed thee y O man! what is good -^ 
nnd what doth the Lord require of thee y but to 
dojujlly^ and to love mercy ^ and to walk humbly 
with thy God^ Here our eflential duties are 
fummed up under three heads, which in- 
deed comprehend much, —^ The firft isjuf- 
tice. A nian muft be morally juft before 
he can be religioufly good ; whereas we oft- 
times fee the divine order perverted, and 
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that men are more zealous to be cottnc£led 
with parties, and more zealous for the in- • 
tereft of a feft, than to maintain even the 
charafter of common honefly. 

Dojujily. — ^Now the obligation of juftice 
is void of any kind of perplexity. We no 
fooner reflefl upon the relation man ftands 
in to man, but the propriety of juftice is 
clear. We are without excufe if we negleft 
to dp juftice J and, though this perhaps 
may come under the appellation of what is 
called a moral duty, let us not think mean- 
ly of moral duties ; for, notwithftanding 
the variety of fpeculative doctrines publifh- 
ed here and there, and curious diftitldtions 
made upon points of religion, what i% the 
ftate of moral juftice among us ? Let us 
look abroad among mankind ; (hall we not 
have caufe to apprehend, of many, that 
their wits are employed, and time hid out, 
in planning fchemes to take advantage of 
their neighbours ? in laying a foundation 
to raife themfclves on the fpoils of others ? 
to make themfelves rich, and thereby fall 
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into many foolifh and hurtful lufts, which 
drdwn men in fin and perdition ? -^•— 
It feems to be the ftudy of a great part of 
mankind to outwit and deceive the other ; 
inftances of notorious breaches of juftice 
ilrike us on every hand, and every where^ 
and which people are the more, prompted to 
commit from a defire of a luxurious and 
pompous mode of life, which is too gene- 
rally prevalent among mankind* The dit- 
•cafe of luxury is almoft epidemical; — 
through all claffes there feems to be an 
emulation to excel, and many burft in the 
attempt. 

I am concerned at hpart, friends, to re- 
vive in your remembrance the obligation of 
juftice. We muft be juft and righteous be- 
fore we fhall be good 5 and it feems that our 
Lord laid a peculiar ftrefs on what are called 
moral dodlrines, that of juftice and that of 
mercy; infomuch that he fays, If ye forgive 
hot men their trefpajfes^ neither will your Fa- 
ther forgive your trefpaffes ; and again he 
lays, (whichis worthy of note 3 it is called 

the 
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the golden rule ; it is a law, a general lav\r, 
of aftion, ' worthy of the Moft High to 
give, and of his Son to promulgate among 
the inhabitants of the earth,) Whatfoever 
ye would that men Jhould do to youy do ye even 
Jo to them. Here is the eflence of all the 
beft human laws or ftatutes that ever were 
compofed in the world. All human laws, 
fo far as they are confiftent with propriety,' 
are founded in, and confiftent with, this 
general law, which comprehends all rela- 
tions and conne6lions among, mankind : — 
Whatfoever ye would that men Jhould do to you^ 
do ye even Jo to them. If we would wifti to* 
appear withhonefty to our neighbours, let 
us a6l in the manner we would wifti them 
to a6l to us. If we would wifh them not 
to take advantage of us, let us not take ad- 
vantage of them. As, in a time of diftrefs, 
we would wifh to have the fympathy o£ 
our neighbours and the hand of relief ex- 
tended to us, let us not forget the needy in 
the time of our profpency, but do to them 
as we would they fhould do to us. If we 

wifh. 



wiftn being ia danger^ to be ^ppti&d. jcr6 
that danger, that we might not fail ihtd de^» 
ftruStion, let u& warn and admoniih o*. 
thersl ' There is amatuatdependenrenins. 
through fo^iety, ai>d it i^^ iiiir duty to ^^ 
Vertife one another iii hours of peril j and,x 
where; we can dd /ria pofitl^re gpod^ • w«, 
(httuld lep'deavour to prevent al! p^fl^ble e- 
viK TJicfc are duties which we want not 
ib much to be convidced of, as ttf be effec- 
tually , incited to perform. But, fuch ia 
thewoak^^efs of iiam^n nature, tha^t peo- 
ple aire more fond of taking ,up with fub- 
JcriptHo^dtoi articles of faith, and of atten- 
dance: to ordinances, and wifh to get rid of 
their fins in that way, and herein fhew a 
great seal; but that falls fhort of the rec- 
titode w|ueh the gofpel enjoins, and is the 
end of the law, and the end of the coming 
, of Chcift, and of offering himfelf a facri- 
fiee for fin to produce order and righteouf- 
3(^: sunong all ranks of men. This was 
one of the ends of his coming } and^ howw 
ever fpecipus our profefiQions may be, how^t 
t. . . QL €ver 
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ever deeply we may enter into the myfteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, yet, if we pof. 
fcfs not the fpirit of charity, and, motives 
to juftice and benevolence, what is it ? If 
IJpeakj fays the apoftle, with the tongues of 
men and of angehy and have not charity ^ I 
am become asfmnding brafi or a tinkling cym^ 
ball andy tBougb I have the gift of prophecy ^ 
and underjiand all myfteries^ and all knowledge^ 
and though I have allfaith^ fo that l could re-- 
move mountains y and have not charity i I am 
nothing. By charity, I conceive, is ntft 
meantaguftof paflionthat would prompt 
a man Occalionally to do a good a6):, but a 
fettled principle of goodnefs and benevo- 
lence, that would prompt a man to general 
juftice, and not to be juft only^ but alfo 
good. If Ifpeak with the tongues of men and 
of angels y and have not charity ^ it will profit 
me nothing 5 // / have all faith ^ and un^ 
derfandall myfteries^ yet^ fays he, if I have 
not tbarityy it profit eth me nothing 5 to f^ieWy 
that, in order to our adlions being denomi« 
nated good, they^ muft proceed from a. good 

motive 
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tnotivft ^nd principle. He fhcws that tkn^ 
iemblanceof charity is ndthing:. If J give 
my body to h burfied^ and my goods to the poor^ 
and have not charity i it.profiteth me nfitbing4 
Therefore^ let us endejivour to be r^^lly . 
that we feem to be. Let us not content ; 
ourfelves with th^ femblance of holinefSj 
and charity, but let us hold the myfteryof 
the fai^ in a pure confcienCe: fpr, it is 
paffible people niay qonceive right notions 
of thingSi and yetji for wftrit of ripceiving 
them as a principle influencing theit. $<2- 
tions, they may hojd the truth, but hold it 
inunrighteoufnefs ; but; he, who holds the 
myftery of : faith as he ought to hold it, 
holds it in a pure confcimce« 

Our Saviour, in his miniftry, wasgeiitle: 
in his addrefs, and perfuafive in his lan« 
guagc. When he addrefled the publicans 
and iinners, he found more openneis to re«; 
ceive the gofpcl among this rank of peo-* 
pie, than thofe who liad the form of godlU 
nefs J but denied the power thereof ^ info- 
much, that it became a proverb^ that he 
Qjj was 
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\fas the friend of publicans and iinners; 
for which conduct he gave this efFential rea- 
fen, that he came not to call the righteous^ 
but linners, to repentance. fFhers the car-- 
cafe isy there will the eagles be gathered toge^ 
tber. Among thefe people there was a dif- 
pofition to receive him ; and, among other 
tilings which the meflengersof John w^re re- 
i^uired to teftify that they had fe^n^, was, 
that the poor had the gpfpel preached to 
thwn. How did this friend of publicans 
and iuiners, who fpoke with fb much gen- 
tleneisi behave when he came to ^i^i$ the 
fuperior chara6ber«, in all the poinp of 
their fan6tity, who made broad thephylac* 
teries, who were 2ealoas for tiic writtca 
and oral traditions of their fathers ? Oye 
generation of vip&s^ f)ow can ye efcapi tbci 
damnation of hell ! Te are like wUtedfeptd^, 
cbresj which ^ indeed^ appear beautiful Qut-i 
ward^ but are within full (f dend niens bgneu 
Aiul he takes occafion to inftru^V his fol-f 
kwcrs, unlefsy fays he, your righieoufn^fs e^^. 
teed (he righteoufhefs of the ScriJf.es: and ^barin 
f / . fees^ 
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feesy you Jhall not, enter into the kingdom g^ 
heaven. Now, what was the righteoufnefs 
of the Scribes and Pharifees ? It fcems 
they appeared more than a little zealous 
for the rituals of the Mofaic difpenfation,. 
were punflual to the time of prayer, fpe- 
Clous in their addrefs to the Majefty of 
heaven, and performed all the fervice of 
the Jcwifh tabernacle ; but, though they 
pofleffed the righteoufntfs of the law, they 
were ftrangers to moral righteoufnefs. Te 
fay tithe of mint^ and annife^ and cummin^ 
fays he, but what have you negleSted to do ? 
Xe have omitted the weightier matters of the 
laWy judgement J mercy ^ and truth : thefe 
ought ye to have done^ and not to leave the o^ 
tber undone : by which, he does not repre- 
hend them for their performance of the ri- 
tuals of that difpenfation, which were ob- 
ligatory until the facrifice of Chrift, yet 
he fhews the fuperiority of moral and prac- 
tical truths, mercy and judgement, ^[hefe 
ought ye to have done*, and, therefore, in 
point of order, when the prophet anfwers 
0.3 the 



(230) 

the queftion propofed to him, the firft is, 
dojuftice : which I conceive not only com- 
prehends the obligation vye owe to one ano- 
ther, but the obligation we owe to the Su- 
preme Being. While I am zealous to plead 
for the obligation of jufiice among men, 
and the difcharge of the duties of fociaL 
relations, I would by no means. forget that 
there is ajuftice due to the glorious father 
of all we poffefs. He has made us, not 
we ourfelves ; we are his offspring ; he has 
communicated to us a variety of tempo- 
ral and fpiritual bleffings, and we ought, 
in poiht of gratitude, in point of juftice, 
to make a proper application of thofe blef- 
fings, to render to him the duty that,arifes 
from the relation that we ftand in to him as 
his children, the offspring of the everlaft- 
ing Father ; and, therefore, he calls upon 
us, my fotiy give me thy heart. He would 
not require that of us which is not in 
point of jufiice our duty to comply with: 
jgive me thy heart ; give me the befl of thy 
3ffe6lions j m^nifefl thy love to me by keep- 
ing 
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ttig ray commandments^ as a good fteward^ 
for, we are all, all ranks and claffes of be- 
ings are, ftewards of the manifold grace of 
God J and it is required of ftewards that 
they be found faithful. The time is ap- 
proaching, when it will be faid, give an ac^ 
count of thy Jiewardjhip j for^ thou mayji be no 
longer Jieward. Let us, therefore, afk our- 
felves this queftion,— what have we rccei^^ 
ved ? what improved ? and what mifap-* 
plied ? and then aik, what oweft thou to 
my Lord ? The debt is immenfe. We 
have received much : our improvements 
have been little ; but wherewith fhall we 
come before the Moft High ? In what way 
will the Father of njercies be propitious to 
us ? Let us firft confefs our faults > let us 
not cover our fins, or feek to hide them j 
for, he that hides his fins fball not profper : 
let us acknowledge our fins j let us 
encompafs his altar in the multitude 
of his mercies ; let us pofTefs the peniten- 
tial affeftion of the poor publican, while 
the Pharifee tould boafl of his fafting twice 
in the week, giving alms of all hepoflfeffed, 
Q4 and 
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snd not being as other men, 6veii as the 
poor publican. Notwithftanding thefe pom- 
pous words, he was not accepted. The 
poor publican had nothing to plead, no me- 
rit to recommend * him ; and, therefore, 
tinder the contemplation of the infinite Ma- 
jefty he was abotit to approach, he had ttot 
courage to lift up - his hands towards the 
habitation of his holinefs ; but, fighing, 
laid, Lordy be merciful to me^ ajinner! If 
we poffefs thefe penitential affeflions, we 
fhall become the objeds of that mercy 
which our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift 
exemplified in his miniftry, in his character, 
in his crucifixion, in his refurreftiort, and 
sfcenfioninto glory. It is a faithful fay- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Je- 
fus Chrift came into the world to fave fin- 
Tiers ; and we have all finned, arid fallcil 
ftiortof^the glory of God: we have dcmc 
the things we ought not to have done, and 
left undone the things we ought to have 
done. And, fuch is the marvellous condc* 
fcenfion of him who inhabits eternity, that 

he 
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He fent forth his Son, not with a raeflagft 
of unrelenting vengeance, iiot to affign trf 
fallen fpirits a habitation in thofe realms 
where the worm (hall never die, and the 
iire fhall never be quenched, but vvitli the - 
glorious and interefting mfiffage, that, who- 
iberer forfakes his fins fhall be forgiven of 
hh Father wha is irt heaven, and whofo6- . 
*tf frantes his fife and manners, in confe-^^* 
<|a«nee of it, with this penitential affee-^ 
ficn, he (hall poflefs that inheritance whichf 
k unfpeakably glorious ; his fins fhali hd 
eahcellcd from the book of the divine re- 
Miembrance, and (hall riot f^and againft 
j^ifti in the judgement of the laft day. If 
we confefe our fins, Crod is merciful andf 
juft to forgive us our (ins. * I. diftinguifli 
betweeft tht fbrgfry^nefe of firts and the cbA^ 
wrfiort of our fotils* The forgivenefs o# 
ifljisift purely owing to the mediation anef 
tflae inteit^Son of Jefus Ghrift; but thd 
tvorkof con vej^fionr requires arid' calls upoit 
the ©bjeft to- be a co-worker with the influ-^ 
QnQ4 of gr&(Je ^fe- purify the foul, and turit 
V . ' its 
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its feet into the juft man's path, which is 
as the fhimng light, that fhineth more and 
more unto the perfeft day. Therefore, 
faith our Lord, my Father worketb^ and I 
work : work ye alfo. 

He came to bis own, and bis own received 
him not ; but, to as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the fons 
of God, even to as many as believed on 
bis name. Therefore, we experience the 
remiflion of fins through the forbearance 
of God ; but the work of fandVification is 
not yet completed ; the office of the Me- 
diator is not only to procure for us the re- 
miffion of fins paft, but it is to correct 
thofe vices in our very fouls which the got 
pel-axe is laid to the root of, the corrupt 
tree in us, the root of our corrupt affec- 
tions ; and, till this has effe6hially done 
its office, we (hall not be cleanfed from all 
unrighteoufnefs. God Almighty grant, of 
his infinite mercy, that we may not be* 
content under any fpecious pretences of re^ 
ligiouj . but th^t we may feek tQ attain that 

purity 
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purity of heart without which we cannot 
enter the habitation of thofe glorious re- 
gions, where nothing that defiles, or that 
wprketh abomination, or maketh a lie, can 
enter. It is the pure in heart who fhall fee 
God: it is thofe that have been reformed 
from the errors of their wayS, and whofe 
afFedtlons are raifed from earth to heaven, 
from natural to fpiritual gbjedls j thefe 
are of the number of the Lord's redeemed, 
who, when the time of their conflift fhall 
be ended on earth, fhall ftand upon Mount 
Sion to celebrate the praifes of the great 
King for ever and ever ! I feel my heart 
enlarged with the love of the gofpel, with 
the benevolent fpirit which ufhered the Sa- 
viour into the world : Glory to God in the 
bigbejiy on earfb peace ^ and good-will tQ 
men I • 

We all fland in the relation of brethren 

to one another. We all fland in the rela- 

' tion of children to the univerfal Parent, 

We are his by creation. The Lord grant 

we may be his by adoption : that we may 

be 
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iJc fealed by Riiri to the day of coirlplete re-f 
demptioh : that Tire may be cleahfed from 
all filthinefs of the flefli and ifpirit ":. that 
we may bfe ihfluenced by the moft pure 
motives to eonduft ourfelvesi by his eom- 
ihandments hete, and have a Well-grounded 
hope of living with him hereafter I ^ I 
commend us to the protection of our AI- 
liiighty Father/ and, finally^ wifli us t& 
Xtttant In out reftiembrance, thefe irhpor- 
lint articles, that they may bfc written, as 
with the point of a diamond, upon the ta- 
blet of 6ur hearts. Hi bath Jhew^d tbee^ O 
man, what is good! Confult the faCredo-; 
racles : thou wilt be inftrufted in that 
which thou art to know, qualified to perw 
form that which thou art to do, be enlaf-* 
gcd in thy bfeft faculties and powers to eritetf. 
into thofe regions where the inhabitants 
fliall not fay I am fickj for, the people who 
dwell therein are forgiven their JQIflpity. 

I commend you to God,,«riflSto the word 
of his grace, which isa'tte to build us up itt 
the moft hQly.f^, dnd t6 give xis aw in-r 

heritance 
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heritance among all them who are fan6li- 
fied. He hatbjloewn unto thee^ O man^ what 
is goody and what the Lord requires of thee ^ t(^o 
jujiice^ to love mercy y and to walk humbly with 
thy God. Add, to your faith, virtue; to virtue,, 
knowledge; to knowledge, temperance ; to 
temperance, patience ; to patience, godli- 
nefs ; to godlinefs, brotherly-kindnefs ; 
and, to brotherly-kindnefs, charity : and, 
if thefe things be in you, and abound a- 
mOng you, they fhall make you that you 
fliall be neither barren, nor unfruitful, in. 
the faving knowledge of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift I 
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DISCOURSE xr. 



-TT* is appointed unto men once to die. This 
is one of thofe propofitions which no 
man is fo weak as to deny. Bat the facred 
penman proceeds farther,— ^;i^, after deaths 
cometb the judgement. This, alfo, is a pro- 
poiition which is of courfe admitted, in 
terms^ by . every one who profeifes to be a 
Chriftian, or a difciple of Chrift ; and, in- 
deed, this proportion is of the moft awful 
and affefting nature. We muft all ftand 
before thejudgement-feat of Chrift, and re- 
ceive a recompence of reward according as 

our 



our works have been, A Judge, who is^ in- 
fallible, who will not deceive, nor can pof- 
the deceived ; he taketh cognizance not 
of our outward aftions, but he pene- 
trates the very thoughts and intents of all 
our hearts ; and, feeing that he will not 
condemn tlje innocent, nor acq^jit the gu^- 
ty, — on this reflexion, methinks, it would 
be well for us, as it were, to lay our hands j 
upon our hearts, and aik ourfelves this 
queftion, •— What manner of creatures 
ought we to be ? The .Author of our be- 
wig is a God ^i xn^mt^ "pwcity 9M hoH- 
nefs ; nothing can be wnitid: unta him, no 
fceiflg admitted to dweliin hiE prefence, (in 
^hich thece is fulijefs of joy,) whoia in a 
fbte of impurity : there nothing that worfc* 
rth an abomination or that loveth am} 
makf th a Ik, can have, an entrance : for, 
ib is pofitively afferted by the highflft.aiL# 
tbori^y, th^t, without hoUnefs, no mm 
fliall feqt^pLprd, On t^ecoatrary, it is 
declwedj^ BlefeJ are the: pu§^ in be^rt^ fif 
$keyJf!aJf^^Gfi4 i^th^t ^ej fh^Uh^ye^thji^ 
•. i union 
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u'nion and communion with him, in which 
the happinefs of all ranks and clafles of in- 
telligent beings molt certainly depea^. 
But there is another propofition that it ^1 
be well for us alio ferioully to conlider, if 
any man fay that be bath no fn^ or that he 
has not finned, (as fome have rendered this 
paflage,) be deceive th himfelf and the truth is 
not in him. We have ally fays the prophet, 
asjheepgone aftray^ — ftrayed from the paths 
of the juft into the wildernefs of this world. 
We have all finned : we have all fallen fliort 
of the glory of God. In this ftate, there- 
fore, whatever vain expeflations any may 
entertain, they are not fit fubjefls of the 
kingdom of heaven: they are under the 
power and government of the prince of the 
power of the air, which ruleth in the hearts 
of the children of difobedience. Tho/e, 
therefore, who are in this ftate, have no 
ground of hope of being admitted into the 
kingdom of the juft ; there is no commu- 
nion between light and darknefs, there is 
no fellowship between Chrift and Belial \ 
R and, 
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and, indeed, our Lord politively afferts, 
tfye die in yourjins^ where I go ye Jhall not 
not come ; therefore, though he came (the 
m|fcngerfrom the Father was the Son of 
God, the eternal Word) with the glad ti- 
dings of the gofpel to all the inhabitants of 
the earth, yet his coming became effeftual 
only to thofe who received him, f came^ 
fays he, to my own^ but my own received me 
not \ buty to as many as received nie^ gave I 
power to become the Sons of God \ as much as' 
to fay. Be ye not deceived, and imagine^ 
that, in confequence of my coming, you 
are to be faved in yoiir fins, or to have a li- 
cence from heaven to iridulgie your appe- 
tites. No: the purpbfe of my coming is 
not to fave you in, but to fave you from, 
your fins 5 and it is a faying that is worthy 
of all acceptation, that Jefus Chriji came in-- 
to the world tofavejinners. The Scriptures 
propofe to us, and in a very explicit and 
comprehenfive manner, what we muft be 
before we can be acctepted of his Father, 
who is in heaven. Repent^ fays he, and 

be 
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he converted^ that your Jins may be forgiven 
you : fo that it feems we muft, in the 
firft inftance, repent of thofe fins whiclyve 
have committed. We muft really feel t* fe 
penitential afFeftions of foul that would 
prompt us, if poffible, to undo all the evil 
aftions we have done; that would humble us 
moft effe£lually under a fenfe of our ingra- 
titude to the Author of our being, and tliat 
would prompt us, in the depth ^of our humi- 
liation, to fay, a Saviour^ or I die ; a Re^ 
deemer^ or Iperijh ! We muft not only re- 
pent of our fins paft, but we' muft alfo be 
converted; not repent of thofe that are paft, 
and ftill purfue a courfe of iniquity, but 
we muft turn from, unrighteoufn^fs to righ- 
teoufnefs; our afFeftions muft no longer be 
fet upon things that are upon the earth, but 
upon things that are above; we muft be 
no longer carnally, but fpiritually, minded ; 
for, under the moft fpecious profeffion, to 
be carnally minded is death, but to be fpi- 
ritually minded is life and peace ; and, fuch 
is the infinite mercy and goodnefs of God, 
R 2 ' through 
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through Jefus Chrift, towards us,that he wills 
not the death of finners, that is^to fee the e- 
temal mifery, or infelicity, of a (inner, but 
tamer that all fliouM return, fliould repent, 
and live a life of righteoufiiefs here, and, 
of courfe, be glorified with him hereafter 
in. the kingdom of thejuft j and the terms 
which he propofes are worthy of the Su- 
preme Being to give, and would become us 
to accept with all penitence of foul and gra- 
titude of heart. Ifl fays he, ye confefs your 
JinSy God is merciful', he is juji to forgive ui 
our fins ; — not only to forgive the fins that 
are paft, but, by the operation of hi? 
grace, to fandify us throughout, to forgive 
us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all un.- 
righteoufnefs j and, of courfe, if we become 
cleanfed from all unrighteoufnefs, we fliall 
be made meet for a habitation in the king- 
dom of heaven. Let us, therefore, be awa- 
kened to righteoufnefs ; awakened to righ- 
teoufnefs from the natui-e of the difpenfa- 
tion we are under, that leads into every kind 
of purity and holinefs,thatfo we may repent, 

and 
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and alfb be converted, —^converted at heart, 
and experience redemption through his 
bjood, which was fhed for the fins of all 
mankind. 

If we were thus to contemplate the 
nature of the gofpel-difpenfation, we, in- 
deed, fliould become circumfpeft, we fliould 
be ferious, we fliould be inquifitive ; and 
this prayer would become as it were habi- 
tual. Create in me a clean hearty O God^ and 
renew a right Jpirit within me j for, as it is 
the heart that is the objcft of converfion, 
by the power of an endlefs life, fo it is the 
feat of fin. Itis«there the prince of dark- 
jiefs has ufurped dominion ; and he, being 
caft out, or -the old man with his deeds 
jputofF, the peaceable kingdorii of Imma- 
nuel is fubftituted ; that kingdom which 
cannot be removed. If this became the fe- 
rious engagement of our hearts, we fhould 
not only be induced to profefs the Chriftian. 
faith, but alfo to exemplify the love of its 
Author, of our Father who is in heaven, 
by obferving thofe commandments which 
R 3 are 
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are of univerfal obligation, and obedience to 
. wliich is the rock which is immutable, a-* 
gdnft which the gates of hell fliall never 
prevail. It is not merely holding forth the 
trulhs of the gofpel that will render us ac- 
ceptable J thefe may be held forth in theo- 
ry, and yet held in unrighteoufnefs, and, 
will never avail us in the folernn feafon of 
the great day. Let us therefore advert to^ 
the clofe of that moft excellent fermon, 
preached upon the mount. After many 
pradical doftrines concerning the kingdom 
of heaven had been opened to the hearers, 
our Lord took occafion to diftinguifti be- 
tween the mere hearer of the word, the 
formal profeffor, and one that was a true 
difciple, If any man hear my wordiy and da 
them nofy Jmllliken him unto a foolijh man 
who built his boufe upon the f and i and the 
rains defcended^ and the foods came^ and the 
nvinds blew^ and the houfefelU and great was 
the fall thereof So will it be with the hope 
of the hypocrite, for it fliiall perifh. The 
hope of the hypocrite may buoy him up 

ia 
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in the feafon of profperity 3 but, in tlie 
feafon of adverfity, it will fail him. 
When the rains Ihall . defcend, and the 
wiods of adverfity blow, he will not be a- 
ble to Hand the ftiock. When he paffeth 
through the valley of the fhadow of death, 
this, hope will be like the lamps of the fool- 
ifli virgins. If any man bear tbefe fayings 
of mine ^ anddoeth them^ — (from which I in- 
fer they are pra6licable, and might be done, 
the contrary pofition implying the moft da- 
ring reflexion on the attributes of the di- 
vine being : — does he command us to make 
brick without ftraw ? command, us to do 
that which we have no power to perform ? 
far be it from the Father of mankind :) — If 
any man hear thefe fayings of mine^ and doetb 
them, I will liken bim unto a wife man^ who 
built bis hpufe upon a rock; andy when the 
rains defcended^ and the foods came^ and the 
winds blewy it fell 4%ot^ becaufe (not of any 
intrinfic merit of his own, but becaufe) it 
was founded Upon a rocky the revelation of 
Jefus Chrift, the foundation of the apof- 
R 4 tle^ 
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ties and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf be- 
ing the chief corner-ftone, difallowed inr 
deed of mqn, who would wifh to build a 
fpecious edifice on an unftable foundation^ 
who follow lying vanities in oppofitioix 
to every thing fuited to an immortal fpi- 
rit. 

Let us^ my friends, on this occafion, 
(a folemn pccafion it is to me j we have be- 
fore us the remains of a friend, taken qflF 
in the niidft of her days, taken frpRi the 
fociety of the living j but nothing has hap- 
pened to her that is uncommon :-— in the 
midft of life we are all in death, we have no 
dependence on to-morrow,) let us, I fay, 
improve the prefent opportunity. Some, 
indeed, fall off as fruit which drops when 
it is come to full age, but otheris are, as it 
were, cut off with a noxious blaft by the 
hand of him whofe ways are all in wifdom. 
It is ours, therefore, to fubmit j and, fee- 
ing death is not affigned to any particular 
age, (as the arrows thereof enter into the 
habitations of the rich as well as the cotr 
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tage of the poor ; it feparates the father 
from his chil4rea, the hulband from his 
wifci the neareft^and deareft couneftions 
in life;) let us, feeing we have no continu- 
ing city here, feek one above, whofe founr 
dafions are laid in Zion, and are immuta- 
ble as the throne of God. 

I ieel my heart enlarged, I truft, in the 
gofpel of our Lord jefus Chrift, whofe 
love conftrains me to addrefs you, my fel- 
low-pilgrims, in this way. Let not the 
ftrong mm gloiy in his ftrength, the rich 
ijian in his riches, nor the wife man in his 
wifdom s bijt, if ^ny man glories, let him 
glory in this, that his Redeemer ftands in 
the rgl^tign to him of one that is iuU of 
mercy and truth. Lei him glory in me^ 
that Jam the hprd^ ivb9 exercife Itming^^kind^ 
V^fi> judgement ^ and ri^bteoufnefsy in tbf 
earth : let us be folicitous that we may b? 
accepted of the Father of the human race, 
when we fhall have done with thefe trgn- 
fitory things. Every t,hing arpund us will 
fcfve to inftrudt inattentive -mind. It is 

an 
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an awful truth, Man that is Born of a ^a- 
manisof few days ^ and full of trouble: be co- 
met b up like a flowery and is cut down : like 
afhadow befieetby and continuetb not. With 
irefpeft to many within the audience of my 
voice, the hbtifes you poffefs were not long 
fince pofTeffed hy your anceftors ; they are 
gone 5 ybiir children will foon have the fame 
to fay of you. 

Let us therefore improve the prefent op- 
portunity, according to that meafure of 
grace which we have received, that we may 
be fanftified in body, foul, and fpirit 5 that 
we 'may have nothing to, fear from that 
ftroke which we cannot poflibly fliun \ then, 
to us, to live will be Chrift, and to die will 
be gain. Let us fo conduf); ourfelvcs in 
,this world, that, when the end of the 
world ftiall come upon us, (for, with ref- 
. pe6i: to individuals, their diffblution is the 
end of the world with them,) we may not 
be furprifcd; Let us, before we go hence 
to be feen no more of men, endeavour to 
lay up a good foundatioa againft the time 

to 
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to come ; and then, when it fhaljpleafe the 
great Difpofer of all things to fend the mef-* 
fagCj^ whether in the early part of life, or 
in more advanced age, there will be hope 
in thedeath of the righteous. Their hope 
is full of immortality. 

I commend thefe obfervations to you,^ and 
I commend yoy to God, and to the word 
pf his grape, which i§ able to build you up, 
and give you an inheritance among all them 
'who are fanftified by faith in the name of 
Jefus Chrift. 
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PRAYER 



AT T H t 



CONCLUSIOTJ OP THE MEETING. 



MOST gracious God, imprefs all oiTr 
hearts at this feafon, we humbly 
befeech thee, with a fuitable folemnity to 
approach thy awful prefence ; that, infpi- 
red by the fpirit of grace, we may make an 
offering that fliall be acceptable with thee. 
We have, indeed, abundant caufe to ac- 
knowledge that we have not the leaft de- 
gree of merit to plead. Whatever any of 
us poffefs, that is good, is of thee, from 

thee* 
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thee, and through theoperatlon of tHj gracc^ 
Be pleafed jet more and more to imprcli 
us in a manner fimilar to the poor publi- 
can'; that, under a feafeofour own un- 
worthinefs, We may call' upon thy great 
and excellent name, with L^rd^ he merci-- 
ful to meajinner ! That, through effedhi^A 
iiumiliation ,aiid peniteiKe of foul,, thou 
mayft be pleafed. to cancel our tranfgreC- 
fions from the. book of thy remembrance;, 
be merciful tb our unrightpoufnefS, and 
our iniquities remember no more: that, by 
the fenftifying influences of thy Spirit, our 
hearts may be alfo converted unto thee, that 
we may be cleanfed from all unrightcouf- 
nefe, and enabled by thy grace to fteer our 
courfe, in future, in the jiift. man's path, 
tvhich, as the bright and (hining light, (hi- 
neth more and more unto the perfe6i: day,: 
that we may pafs the time of our fbjourning 
here in fear, and may conclude our fhort 
pilgrimage in thy favour, having a welj*- 
grounded hope that we fliall be accepted of 
thee, and admitted into the general aflera- 
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bly of the jtift, the Church of the firft-bom, 
who ire akeady triumphant in glory. O let us 
more and more feel the prevalence of the love 
of thy Son, and that it may be fhed abroad 
more and more in our hearts, and circulate 
more and more among one another : that 
we may put away all malice, and wrath, \ 
and love one another with a love unfeign- 
ed in Chrift : and O merciful Father, en- ' 
due us more and more with that fpirit of 
charity that thinketh no evil, that is not ea- j 
lily provoked, that extends not to our ' 
friends only, but alfo to our enemies, that 
we may lead one another to the beautiful 
mountain, the mountain of thy holinefs, ^ 
where the lion and the lamb fhall lie down 
together, and a little child fhall lead them: 
that the kingdoms of the earth may become 
the kingdoms of the Lord and of thy Son: ' 
that thy name may be great, among all the 
tribes of the Gentiles, from the rifing of 
the fun to the fetting of the fame : that, 
O everlafting Father, thy creatures may be 
favcd of thee with an everlafting falvation, 

bring 
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bring ttiy fons and daughters from afar, to 
fit down in thy kingdom with Abraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob, and praife and laud thy 
excellent name, who art worthy to receive 
th« kingdom, power, and glory, both now 
and for evermore. Amen« 



DISCOURSE 
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DISCOURSE XIL 



r\F a truth I perceive that God is no refpeSl^, 
er of perfonSy but he that fearetb bim^ 
end worketb righteoufnefsy is accepted of him. 
I prefume that moft of you are acquainted 
with the particular caufc of this declara- 
tion, — ^that^an eminent apoftle of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift feemed to have 
been of the opinion, that the gofpel-rtief- 
fage was not to extend unto the Gentiles, 
This was, perhaps, founded upon Jewifti 
prejudice ; and we are inftrufted, in this in- 
ftance, of the power of prejudice to ftop 
the ears and blind the eyes of a wife man. 
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The moft worthy and moft exalted charac- 
ters have, more or lefs, manifefted in their 
conduft the power of prejudice,— the preju- 
dice of education i and, indeed,' the wrong 
impreffions, which mankind receive in their 
minority, generally arc lading, or with 
difficulty erafed. They feem to be like cha- 
racters which are cut out upon a tree, 
which grow wider and frequently deeper in 
proportion to the growth of the tree. 
Thus many prejudices, which mankind 
have received at an early time of life, are 
fuch, that they have not been capable of 
clearly diftinguiftiing one objeft from ano- 
then They, as it were, grow with their 
growth, and are ftrengthened with their 
ftrength. I concdve thefe are thofe fecret 
faults which the Pfalmift intended when he 
faid, who can underjiand his errors ? Cleanfe 
thou mefrom fecret faults. It feems that aa 
extraordinary diipenfation of divine provi- 
dence effeftually removed this prejudice 
from the mind of the holy apoftle. He 
was favoured w^jth a vifion, in which he 
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faWy as it were, a ftieet let down from hea- 
ven, containing various fpecies of animals] 
and he was commanded to arife, to flay, and 
to eat } but he endeavoured to excufe him- 
felf by faying, that he had not eaten any 
thing that is common or unclean j upon 
which he was taught not to call that com- 
mon or unclean which God had cleanfed. 
The jnari to whom he was fent was a 
man of a fincere heart ; his heart was right 
towards God j to hirti the glad tidings of 
the gofpel were publifhed^ though he was 
a heathen. The mercy of. God, through 
Jefus Chrift,- makes not that diftinftion,. 
perfonal diftinftion, between the human 
fpecies which the law of Mofes made a- 
mong the inferior animals, fome of which 
were forbidden as unclean. The apoftle 
faw the defign of this vifion, and there is no 
doubt that he felt his heart enlarged in a 
manner which, till then, he had been a. 
flxanger to. He now faw that the light of 
the gofpel was freely to be preached to all 
nations, kindreds, toriguesj and people. 
S a {ie 
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He faw that Immanuelwas a light to en- 
lighten the Gentiles as well, as to be the 
glory of the people of Ifrael. I have fef 
bitn to be a light to the Gentiles^ to he for faU 
vation unto the ends of the earth j not within 
the narrow circle of any party of human 
beings, not within the limits of any fpot 
upon the face of the globe, but to be for 
falvation to the very ends of the earth. 
He, in thq enlargement of his heart, breaks 
forth in this manner. Of a truths fays he, I 
perceive. From which I infer that he 
had feen, as it were, darkly through a glafsj 
for, though, perhaps, friendly admonitions 
may not effedlually remove our prejudices, 
yet, fometimes at leaft, they are conducive 
to this end. We begin to fufpe.6]t we err, 
and a man who begins to fufpeft he errs is 
in the way to underftand his errors ; whierei- 
as the obftinate may be compared to a man 
who fhuts his eyes, and, of courfe, will not 
be enabled to difcriminate obje£ls even at 
noon-day j but the man, who begins to fuf- 
peftthat he errs, or that he may err, be- 
gins 
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gins to open the door of his heart to convic- 
tion, and the apoftle feemed to have had' 
fome glimmering of this glorious truth ; 
fcut now the fcales of prejudice fell from 
his eyes : his mental fight was clear. Of 
a truth y fays he, I perceive that God i% nore^ 
fpeBer of perfons^ but he that fear eth God^ and 
worketh right eoufnefsy is accepted of him} 
and, I muft confefs, though it very unex- 
pefledly appears to be my duty to confefs it 
now, that, of all thofe do6lrines which I 
conceive to be errors, of all thofe things 
which I conceive are not agreeable either to 
reafon, to the nature of things, or to the 
Scriptures of truth, there is not one which 
to me is fo palpable as the do6lrine of par- 
tial eleftion and reprobation ; that is to 
fay, that God, by virtue of his fbvereignty, 
did, of his own good will anc^pleafure, cre- 
ate a certain number of intelligent beings, 
liot only forefeeing that they would fin, and 
be laftingly mifcrable, but for that very 
purpofe ; that their mlffery is in cotife- 
fluence of his eternal decree j that the other 
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part, whether few or more, are ordained to 
^verlafting life ; not in confideration of a- 
ny merit which tl^ey poflefs, (for, it i$ ac- 
knowledged that the ele6l poflefs no more 
merit than the reprobate ; that the righ-*- 
teoufnefs with which they are clothed is 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift j that they are 
faved by virtue of the propitiatory facrifice 
of the Son of God j that, by nature, they 
are black,, they arc vile, as the reprobate, 
but that they are comely with grace, as 
they ftand related to Chrift Jefus, who is 
the head of his Church;) not in confidera- 
tion therefore of any thing they can merit, 
but of God's fovereign pleafure. But I 
would wifh every one prefent ferioufly to 
confider, whether a greater reflexion could 
be caft upon the divine attributes, unlefs 
it were to fay that he created all mankind to 
be eternally miferablet That God, the Fa- 
ther of the fpirits of all flefli, 'to whom we 
are indebted for our exiftence, and who of 
his pleafure did create us, fhould do it with 
a view of making us,, or any part of his 
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creatures, everlaftingly miferable, is fuch 
an» idea that I confefs fhocks me. I fay it 
fliocks me. Shall not the judge of all the 
earth do right ? He is not only a God of 
juftice, but he is a God of goodnefs % but 
how can this be reconciled with goodnefs, 
that a Being fhould purpofely bring others 
jnto being in order to make them miferable ? 
It is repugnant to every idea that I can form 
of the Deity. It is a difpofition, indeed, 
that appears to m? to befpeak the nature of 
3 tyrant, the nature of that being who is 
faid to go about like a roaring lion, feeking 
whom he may devour ; bjiit this, as well as 
other erroneous dpftrines, is faid to "be 
founded upon the Scriptures. Thus the 
Scriptures are n?ade to pontradift them- 
felves, the literal fenfe is adopted where 
that fenfe coincides with the pre-conceived 
opinion; but, where the literal fenfe ac^ 
cords not with that opinioHi it is torture4 
a fhoufand ways to exprefs what th? Holy 
Ghoft never int€jided,.-~ whateyer the par^ 
ties wifh it to fpeak. Thus pafTages, ob* 
. S 4 vipufly 
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vioufly figurative, have, been confidered as 
literal^ and others, appearing plain, even 
to common fenfe, to experience, to our 
common feelings, and to the nature of 
things, fuchhave been rendered myfterious 
by various comi^fients, in which truth has 
been obfcured by the multitude of words 
without knowledge. But, I conceive, if 
we confider the holy Scriptures, from the 
firft chapter of Genefis to the laft in Reve- 
lations ; if we are capable of laying afide 
our prejudices ; we fhall fee that they do af- 
fert the unity of God, his felf-fufficiency, 
his omnipotence, his omnifcience. The u- 
niverfahty of his love to his creatures is the 
fcope and tendency of the facred pages, 
and that the motive of all the difpenfations 
of his providence to mankind. His views 
(if I may ufe that expreflion of the Ancient 
of days) terminated not upon himfelf, who 
i« incapable of an acceflion of happinefs, 
neither upon the mifery of his creaturies, 
to which he could have no motive, but they 
terminated iiji the creature who is capable 

of 



( 265 ) 

of immortality and eternal life. The Su- 
preme Being, I conceive, to be the only 
perfefHy diftinterefted being in the uni- 
verfe : perhaps, a parent, for inftance, (if 
the comparifon may at all be allowed,) a 
virife, an affe6tionate, parent, may bear 
fome humble refemblancc of the univerfal 
Father. He is often fet forth to us under 
the endearing charafter of our Father : as 
a fat her pitietb bis children^ fo the Lord pitietb 
tbem that fear bim. He knows our frame, 
he remembers that we are but duft ; but; 
the parent, who pofTeffes the moft delicate 
parental feelings^ difcovers the utmoft foli* 
citude for the happinefs of his offspring, 
and will find his happinefs intimately con^ 
nefted therewith. Such is the nature of 
that affedlion, ftrengthened by moral ties, 
that a parent and his offspring may be faid 
to be connefted by fo many fibres of the 
heart : his happinefs is bound up in his 
offspring: he muft rejoice when they re- 
joice, and fuffer when they are afRifted. 
Jn alleviating their affli^Stions^ he alleviates 
r . his 
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his own: in promoting the happinefs of 
his chikh^en, he promotes his own felicity ^ 
but, re^^hg the divine Being, the' ana- 
logy will Hot ftriftly hold. I'hy rigbteoujl 
nefs^ as the text faith, may profit the fon of 
marty and. tby wickednefs may hurt a man as 
tbdu art* The obfervance of the laws of 
virtue, of righteoufnefs, and truth, would 
promote the effential interefts of fociety. 
It would produce that harmony through- 
out all the claffes of focial life^ in which the 
grcateft degree of happinefs is to be experien- 
ced* Vice, on the contrary, is not only 
prejudicial to the interefts of the individual, 
but its evil influence extends, far and 
wide, within the circumference of fociety* 
Therefore, our righteoufnefs may profit 
men as we arc, o\\x wickednefs may hurt 
the children of men, but our righteoufnefs 
cannot profit him, who is perfeft, abfoliitq- 
ly perfea, abfolutely good, felf-fufficicnt, 
the fame yefterday, to day, and for ever, 
with v/hom there is no variablenefs, neither 
Ihadowof turning. It is not the united 
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fupplications of all the fouls within the li-* 
mits of his vaftly-extended empire that can 
-add to his eflential glory, that can add to his fe- 
licity ; neither is it the negleft pf the wor- 
ftiip of all ranks and orders 6f intelligent 
creatures that can diminiih his glory, that 
can decreafe his felicity 5. therefore, his mo-» 
tive, in creating and communicating good 
to his creatures, muft be a motive perfe£t- 
ly difinterefted : it is love without the leaft 
fpecies of alloy, God's love was the ado- 
rable motive of his making beings capable 
of contemplating his attributes, and of that 
felicity which is derived from him ; thi$ 
Vras the glorious motive (if I may be indul- 
ged to fpeak of the divine Being by attri- 
buting to him motives) that induced him to 
create the various orders and claffes of in- 
telligent beings, in this and every other 
fphere, from the feraph above, that attends 
upon the facred throne, to the loweft link 
in the fcale of rational intelligent creatures* 
^nd, in thus contemplating the Deity, I 
$nd the beft affections of my heart excite4 
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towards him, my parent, in a fenfe infinite- 
ly fuperior to that natural relation which 
fubiifls among the human fpecies and crea- 
tures : and, under this charafter, are we 
inftrufted to approach the Supreme Being, 
Our Father^ which art in heaven^ hallowed be 
thy name-j in which there is fomething that 
ftrikes me with peculiar force, that indivi- 
duals, when they approach the facred altar 
of the Lord Almighty, and prefer their pe^ 
titions to him who fees in fecrct, are not to 
confider themfelves as detached from focie- 
ty } they are not to implofe the bleffing 
for themfelves alone. It is not my Father, 
but our Father^ which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed by thy name j by which we are in^ 
ftrufted, that God is no refpc6ter of per- 
fons, that we all ftand in the fame relation 
to him, who is the God and Father of the 
fpirits of all flefti. Remember that the 
Scripture declares, that he is good to all. 
Can he be good to them, whom, by an eter-i 
nal irrevocable decree, he has configned to 
everlafting mifery ? But God is good to 
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all; therefore he has not predeftinated to 
everlafting mifery the creature he has form- 
ed, which would be, in the moft obvious 
fenfe of the words^ to be a refpefter of per- 
fons, and muft arife from a motive of par- 
tiality. We are inftrufted Jo refpe6i: no 
man's perfon ; but this doftrine fuppofes 
that the divine Being^ refpe^s perfons him- 
felf. 

Various are thofe paflages of Scripture 
which might be educed, that bear a plain 
and obvious meaning, in oppofition to this 
doftrine. And, though there may be fomc 
figurative paflages of a doubtful tendency, 
in which the apofl:le aflumes a borrowed 
ftyle in his way of arguing with the Jews, 
yet I can never agree to explain plain paf- 
fages by bold figures. We are abundantly 
inftrufted that he willeth not the death of a 
finner, but rather that he ftiould be turned, 
and live : that he fliould repent, and be .fa- . 
ved with an everlafting falvation. We are 
alfo inftrufted, that, to them who feek for 
glory, honour, and immortality, God will 
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render eternal life ; but, unto them who o* 
bey not the truth, but obey unrighteouf- 
nefs, tribulation and anguijh^ indignation 
and ivrathy upon every foul of man that doetb 
evil, fo the Jew firft, and alfo of the Gen-* 
tile ; for, there is no refpe6t of perfons with 
God. 

Let us, therefore, impreffed with what 
I conceive are worthy notions of the Su- 
preme Being, walk worthy of thd vocation 
wherewith we have been called. The pow- 
er of the gofpel of Jefus is gone forth from 
fea to fea, from the rivers to the ends 
of the earth. The call of infinite mercy 
and goodnefs is extended to people of all 
names and all nations, to bring them into 
a ft ate of moral reftitude, to qualify them 
for the focietyof the wife and worthy upon 
earth, and for the everlafting communion 
of the fpirits of the juft niade perfe6t in 
heaven : for this end is the gofpel preached 
to every creature under heaven. I wifh 
that it may be remembered with the fb- 
lemnity with which it ought to be remem- 
bered. 
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bered, that it is not^aiiy .Qrftcm^ of faith, it 
is not any profeflion of Ihe purity of the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift our Lord^ it is not 
the a!cknowledgemcnt of his miflion, it is 
not-a fpeaking moft honourably of his a- 
dorable charafter, of his miniftry, of his 
crucifixion, of his refurredion, • and afcen- 
fion into glory, nor of the propitiatory ^- 
crifice which he madefor^j^ Whole world, 
that can render us acccpt^^-1^ the Father 
of fpirits : the ground of 6ur«i|cceptancc 
with God is upon the fame? utti¥erfal prin- 
ciple of righteouihefs delivered *l>y God in 
his remonftrance with. Cain : fFiy- urt tbcu 
wroth ^ and nvby is thy amntenance fallen f If 
thou doeji well^ jhaU thou not be accepted f 
andy if thou doeJi not well, fin lieth at the doon 
He was overcome by the power of, perhaps, 
one of the bafefl: pafiiona the human heart 
is capable of. He was excited to deftroy his 
brother, becaufe the found that his offer- 
ing was accepted, that he had tokens of 
divine approbation. He was excited to 
flay him. Thepaflioii of envy «j^cited him 
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to fhed human blood on the earth. With 
this Cain, this murderer, the Author of 
the univerfe deigns to expoftulate in a very- 
familiar manner : Why is thy countenance 
fallen ? If thou doejl welly Jlmlt not thou be 
accepted ? buty if thou doejl not welly Jin lietb 
at the door : fo that, though, with refpe6t 
to external profeffion, and the external mode 
of offering their facrifices, they might be 
alike, yet, as the ftate of the heart of one 
was wicked, and produ6live of wicked ac- 
tions, he was not accepted with his gift at 
thefacred altar ; whereas, righteous Abel, 
who not only lifted up his hands to the ha- 
bitation of God's holinefs, and conformed 
to the Qut ward facrifice, butwasjuftly im- 
preffed with a fenfe of his duty, became the 
object of the divine complacency : becaufe 
thou hafi loved righteoufnefsy and hated iniqui- 
ty y therefore Gody even thy Gpdy hath anointed 
thee with the oilof gladnefs above thy fellows. 
Though this, perhaps, may have a peculiar 
relation, as fome have confidered it, to the 
Mediah, yet it feems alfo to have a relation 

ta 
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to a discrimination among creatares,— 3^- 
caufe thou baft loved rigbfeou/hefs-, therefore,— 
it is not in confequence of a fpecious pro- 
feffion, not becayfe of an irrevocable de- 
cree,— 4)ut, becaufe thou haft loved righteouf-- 
mefs^. 0nd hated iniquity^ therefore God^ even 
thy Qodj hath anointed thee with the oil (f 
gJadnefs above thy fellonvs. Oh ! that there 
may be a proper emulation in us to excel 
in doing well. Ceafe, therefore, to do evil, 
learn to do well. As doing 6vil was the 
means of bringing down judgements upon 
the people of the jews, fo they were in- 
Arufted how to avert the divine wrath, and 
render themfelves acceptable to the Father 
of the univerfe ; not by an attendance to 
the rituals of that difpenfetion, — Bring no. 
more vain oblations : incenfe is an abomina- 
tion unto me J faith the Lord : your new moons 
and your appointed feafis my foul hateth :-— but 
they were inftrufted what to do : Wajhye^ 
make you clean ; put away the evil of your do- 
ings from before mine eyes ; ceafe to do evily 
learn to do well ; feek judgement} relieve the 

T cpprefed. 
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-^ppreffid^ judgt tbtfatberkfs, plead for the wr^ 
ii>«r. Here is a catalogue of excellent mo- 
ral duties, here is an ctplanation of what 
it is to do well. He bath /hewed thee, O man^ 
ijohat is good; and iwhat doth the Lord require 
of thee but to dojujUy, and to Jove mercy , and 
to nvalk humbly with thy God ? I^ow, fays he, 
come, and let us reafm together : though your 
fns be asfcarlety they jhallbe as white asfnow : 
though they be red like crimfon, they jhall be as 
wool. Jfye be willing and obedient^ ye Jhall 
eat the good of the land. Let us therefore 
conforoi ourfelves to the terms by which we 
are to be accepted. Of a truth I perceive 
that Godis norefpeSier of perfons\ but, in e^ 
*very nation, he that feareth him and worketb 
rigbteoufnefs is accepted of him. Let us 
thej'eforc cherifti in our breafts, in the firft 
inftance, the emotions of filial fear, which 
is diftinguifhed from that flavifti paflion of 
which man is the objeft. Such a fear is 
evidently to be diftinguifhed from that af- 
fedi^n we have to the Ancient of days. I 
compare that to the fear which an affeftioa- 

ate 



ate child has of its parent, which Iprings 
^lom love ; which, indeed, is the beft and 
moft worthy motive of our duties i we, 
therefore, fear not the Almighty Being 
merely becaufe he* is armed with an uncon- 
troulable power, and able to confign us to 
eternal woe, who rides upon a cherub, and 
the clouds are the duft of his feet, and do- 
eth whatfoever he pleafeth :— we fear him* 
not only becaufe of the attributes of pow- 
er, butof goodnefs, the adorable attributes 
of goodnefs, mercy, and truth. He has 
dealt with'us not in a way of rigid juftice, 
but according to the compaffion of a father. 
He has bowed the heavens, and manifefted 
himfelf among his creatures: for, he fo 
loved the world, that he fent his only be- 
gotten Son into the world, fliat whofoever 
believeth in him might not: perifh, but 
have everlafting life ; therefore, let him be 
the objeft of our fear j and of this fear 
many excellent things are fpoken as to its 
cffefls by way of prevention. It is a foun- 
tain of life to preferve from the^fnare of 
T 2. death : 
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death : the fear of the Lord keepeth the 
heart clean ^ therefore, blejfed is the man that 
fearetb always. And, indeed, it is the firfl: 
part of the everlafting gofpel that was 
preached by an angel flying in the midft 
of heaven, having the everlafting gofpel 
to preach unto them that dwell on £he earthy 
and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, faying, with a loud 
voice, Fear God^ and give glory to him i for ^^ 
the hour of bis judgement is come ; and ifoor^ 
fhipbimtbatmade beaveny and earthy andtbefea^ 
and the fountains of waters: fear ye Urn ! This 
principle of filial fear will incline our ears 
to an attention to his law, and w? (hall be 
meditators therein day and night ; and fball 
not onjy be hearers of the word, but doer^ 
of it. Under the influence of this fear, we 
ftiall work the work of righteoufnefs, the 
fruit of which is peace and affura^ice fore- 
ver. 

If we obferye t^is rule of right, if we 
conform ourfelves to him, we fhall be unir* 
ted to the Author of oUr being in g^ unioi^ 
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that is indiffoluble, and firm as the evcrlaft- 
ing hills. Keep my commandments^ (fays 
Chrifl: to his difciple^j) and abide in mylwe§ 
even as I have kept my Father's command-- 
ments^ and abide in bis love. Blefled is the 
man that keeps the cemihandmeiits of God r 
he fhall have accefs to the tree of Ufe, and 
enter through the gates into the city> be- 
come citizens with the faints, and of the 
houfehoid of God* God grant, of bis infi- 
nite mercy and goodnefs, that, when the 
days of our pilgrimage fhall be ended, we 
may have an admiflion into the aflembly 
of juft and pure fpirits, to contemplate the 
attributed of tht I AM: that we jpay fing 
the fottg of Mofes, the ftr\^aht of God, and 
the fong of the lanlb, fayiflg, Great and mar^ 
fbelhus are thy ^woriSy Lord God jiimigbty z 
jtijl and true are thy ivays^ thou King of faints t 
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PR A Y E R 



AT THE 



CONCLUSION of the MEETING. 



MOST gracious God, andFa^er of all, 
we befecch thee, manifeft thy pre- 
fence, that, impreffed with the emotions of 
filial fear, we may approach thy holy altar 
with becoming reverence, pour forth our 
fouls unto thee, and offer thee a facrifice of j 

thankfgiving and praife ; that the contem- 
plation of thy name may imprefs our hearts 
with peculiar folemnity. Thou, who ftan- y\ 

deft in the adorable relation to us of a fa- j 

ther^ 
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thcr, thy goodnefs hath been extended to 
us from kafon to feafon, from the i&rft 
moment of our exigence to the prefent 
moment. It is of thy bounty that we are 
fupplied with all thofe bleflings which we 
have received. Infpire us, we befeechthee, 
with the higheft fenfe of thy merciful good- 
nefs, that, O moft gracious Father, though 
heaven be thy throne, and the earth be thy 
footftool, continue, we befeech thee, to 
look down upon us with favour, and re- 
gard the low eftate of thy creatures. Sound 
an awakening alarm in the ears of the ig- 
noVant, thofe who are reclined upon the 
beds of eafe, who live in forgetfulnefs of 
thee, and of the obligations they a;re under 
to thee. O Grant that thefe may awake 
to righteoufnefs, that * they fin not ; that, 
under an awful fenfe of thy goodnefs, we 
may approach thy altar at this feafon, and 
offer to thee thankfgiving and praife, afcri- 
bing to theeglory, might, majelly, and domi- 
nion, and every other excellent attribute and 

perfection. 



|iem6lion, of which thou art worthy, not 
'oniyj&owi birtalfo henceforth, artd fore- 
•vermord • Ame»;? 
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